Walsall & Willenhall 

CHRONICLE 


Thursday, May 4, 2017_Read by more than 78,000 people_Price when sold 70p 


Dramatic turnround as primary rated good by Ofsted 



Report by Carl Jackson 


A LARGE primary school 
criticised for underperform¬ 
ing pupils and substandard 
teaching two years ago has 
now been rated Good by an 
education watchdog. 

Beacon Primary in Willenhall, 
which has more than 400 pupils on 
the roll, was told to improve by Ofst¬ 
ed in 2015. 

But now inspectors have concluded it is 
‘Good’ across the board following their latest 
visit in February. 

Their latest report said: “The headteacher, 
through his commitment, vision and imagina¬ 
tion, has led a rapid improvement. He sets very 
high expectations for pupils and staff alike. 
The governing body understands the school’s 
strengths and weaknesses in detail, and pro¬ 
vides effective support and scrutiny. Pupils 
benefit greatly from a broad and often exciting 
curriculum. They enjoy good extra-curricular 
activities, especially in sport. 

“Leaders have successfully extended the 
early years provision to include two-year-olds. 

“Many children in the younger years catch 
up rapidly from low starting points.” 

Writing 

The school was issued praise in the key areas 
it had previously been told to improve. The 
report added: “In 2016, pupils left key stage 
2 having made progress in writing and math¬ 
ematics that was above the national average. 

“Pupils across the school, including those 
who are disadvantaged, are currently making 
strong progress in English, mathematics and 
a range of other subjects including science, 
music and physical education. Teaching is good. 
Teachers set work that builds upon what pu¬ 
pils can already do, and check carefully on their 
progress in lessons.” 

Beacon Primary has also maintained Good 
standards in the category concerned with pupil 
behaviour and welfare. Ofsted said: “Pupils’ at¬ 
titudes to school are consistently positive. They 
show exceptional care for each other, and take 
great pride in their work. They behave well in 
lessons and at social times.” 

The school has now been advised to focus on 
three key areas to improve their rating further; 
teaching quality, the effectiveness of leadership 
and pupil attendance. 

Headteacher Paul Drew said: “The whole 
team at Beacon has worked incredibly hard 
over the last two years to make sure that our 
children get the best education, we look for¬ 
ward to continuing our journey of excellence.” 


THE ONLY WAY IS SADDLERS FOR STAR PLAYER JAMES 



Among the crowds are James Argent with Suzi and Joel Richards at Walsall College 




James seen on the hallowed turf of Bescot, where he will be playing in a few weeks James outside the Bank’s Stadium 


THE only way James Argent is go¬ 
ing is down the Wednesbury Road 
to Walsall - with the TOWIE real¬ 
ity TV star having already visited 
the town to drum up support for a 
celebrity football match. 

The Only Way is Essex’s James 
is one of a long list of stars who will 
be playing in a celebrity match at 
Banks’s Stadium on May 13 in aid 
of the Smile for Joel charity and 
Compton Hospice. 

He visited the Walsall FC 
ground but also stopped off to rally 
support at such places as Walsall 
College, where Joel’s mother Suzi 
works, and Wood Green Academy 


and Stuart Bathurst schools in 
Wednesbury. Crowds of pupils and 
students flocked to see the reality 
TV star, and while at Bescot he 
was even allowed on the hallowed 
turf. He said it was ‘an honour’ 
to be taking to the pitch to raise 
funds for the two charities. 

Smile for Joel was founded 
in memory of Walsall FC fans 
19-year-old Joel Richards and 
grandfather Patrick Evans, 78, 
both from Wednesbury, and Joel’s 
uncle Adrian Evans, aged 49, from 
Bilston, who were all killed in the 
massacre at the holiday resort of 
Sousse in Tunisia 2015. The char¬ 


ity helps families who are victims 
of traumatic bereavement. 

The visit by James came ahead 
of a fundraising effort by a team 
from Smile for Joel including Jo¬ 
el’s brother Owen. He and a group 
of fundraisers took part in the 
weekend’s Birmingham 10K event 
in memory of Joel, Patrick and 
Adrian and ‘all those who never 
came home’. They raised over 
£1,500 for the charity. And they 
got celebrity backing from Span- 
dau Ballet frontman Tony Hadley 
who was pictured donning a Smile 
For Joel wristband in support. 

• Teams - Page 5 
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Wristband - Tony Hadley 


COUNCIL 

Charity gets town hall 
lease for £1 per year 

A DECISION to lease out Darlaston Town 
Hall for £1 a year has been approved by 
council bosses. 

Walsall Council’s cabinet passed the 
move on Wednesday which will secure 
£250,000 investment from the Murray Hall 
Community Trust (MHCT) which will take 
on the building in a 25-year agreement. 

The trust is a Sandwell-based charity set 
up in 1994 to promote health and wellbeing 
in the region. They want to develop a com¬ 
munity hub at the hall providing services to 
enhance personal development, healthy 
lifestyles and community engagement. 

PLANS 

Cafe to be turned 
into shared house 

PLANS have been submitted to trans¬ 
form a Darlaston cafe into a shared 
home with more than 30 rooms. 

GD Designs have submitted a plan¬ 
ning application to Walsall Council to 
extend Lloyds Cafe in Park Lane into a 
House of Multiple Occupancy - with 34 
bedrooms, a parking area and shared 
amenity space. 

The application reads: “The existing 
cafe and takeaway are proving to be 
unsustainable as too is the car sales 
business on site. A large portion of the 
building remains unused and the site is 
not operating to its full potential.” 

CAMPAIGN 

Online fundraiser 
to save book shop 

A CROWDFUNDING campaign to save a 
popular independent bookshop in Walsall 
has hit the £300 mark. 

Scott Southey, co-owner of Southcart 
Books, set up a fundraising website to help 
raise money for an expansion to the Lower 
Hall Lane shop. 

But following co-owner Amy Carter’s 
heart attack, he says the pair are now rais¬ 
ing funds to help save the shop. 

A £750 target was set by the pair to 
compensate for the money lost while Scott 
cared for Amy as she recovered from her 
illness. The appeal had hit £300 and was 
set to end on Thursday. 


INSIDE 


FINAL FAREWELL 
TO JIMMY JOS 



abbey blinds {[abbey Qurtalnsllabbey cushions] 



WE MANUFACTURE, 
SUPPLY & FIT 
Curtains - Cushions 
Perfect Fit * Intu 
Vertical - Venetian 
Blackout - Roman 
Roller * Pleated 
Conservatory Blinds 


abbey blinds 

25-28 Elmore Green Road 

Bloxwich 

Walsall 

WS3 2HW 

www.blindsbyabbey.oo.uk 

showroom 9am-5pm Mon-Sat 

0800 0194655 
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£2,000 raised at gig in memory of pupil 


A CHARITY gig raised more than £2,000 in memo¬ 
ry of a school pupil who died after a brain tumour. 

Aldridge youth charity event BENefit Gig raised 
£2,100 at the concert, taking the total raised by the 
community project to beyond £10,000. 

The event is held annually to celebrate young 
live music in Aldridge and is named in memory of 
young music fan, Aldridge School pupil Ben Sam- 
brook, who passed away aged 14 in February 2014. 

Just 10 days before his death, his friends held 
the first BENefit Gig to raise awareness of brain 
tumours and money for brain tumour charities and 
Ben expressed a wish for the gig to continue. 


Julie Homfray, from Cohesion who produced the 
event, praised the community and young people 
involved. She added: “Local organisations really 
believe in what we’re trying to do here- get young 
people to raise the bar with their music perfor¬ 
mance and show their impressive skills on stage in 
a professional level gig. 

“We also give them the tools to promote their 
own show, with targets and rewards, so the whole 
event teaches valuable lessons you’d never get in 
the classroom. 

“Ben was a huge fan of live music and he wanted 
the gig to reflect the over-looked young talent in 


our area, as well as raising money for causes close 
to his family’s heart. I’m so pleased that in four 
gigs we’ve raised over £10,000 for Brian Tumour 
charities, particularly as March would have been 
his 18th birthday.” 

Local charity Rosie’s Helping Hands with 
Aldridge company Nameplate UK were major spon¬ 
sors this year. 

The team hope to hold a disco in the summer 
to raise money to stage the 2018 event. This will 
also launch the search for bands wanting to form or 
prepare for next year’s gig. For more information, 
visit the Facebook Page BENefit Gig. 


Hundreds pay respects 
at showman's funeral 



James Joseph Williams 



A family tribute at the funeral which took place at All Saint’s Church 


The arrival of the coffin at the church 



The funeral cortege makes its way towards All Saints Church 


A floral tribute is brought in 


HUNDREDS gathered to 
pay their respects at the 
funeral of a much-loved fig¬ 
ure in Walsall and the show¬ 
man community. 

James Joseph Williams, 
known as ‘Jimmy Jos’, died on 
April 3 at the age of 63, after 
a long battle with cancer and 
heart disease. 

Family and friends from across 
the United Kingdom gathered at All 
Saints Church in Bloxwich, to pay 
tribute to the husband, father and 
grandfather, who was born and bred 


in Wednesbury. Mr Williams, who 
later lived in Pelsall and Leamore, 
was a prominent figure within the 
showman community and travelling 
funfairs, in particular Walsall-based 
Pat Collins Funfairs. 

He was the former president of the 
Showmen’s Guild of Great Britain. 

The funeral, which started at 
12.30pm on Thursday, was followed 
by the cremation at Streetly Cremato¬ 
rium and wake at The Ramada Hotel 
in Sutton Coldfield. Friend and fellow 
Showmen’s Guild member John Cu- 
line MBE, paid an emotional tribute 
to Mr Williams in the packed-out 
church. 


He said: “Jimmy was a good hus¬ 
band, father, grandfather and a good 
friend to us all. He would tell you 
these stories that you’d know were 
true because he’d tell you the exact 
same story again 10 years later. I’m 
proud to be a friend and colleague of 
him. God bless you Jimmy Jos - we 
love you and I’ll see you again mate.” 

Mr Williams is survived by his 
wife, two daughters, one son and 
nine grandchildren. He was the driv¬ 
ing-force behind the Showman’s war 
memorial in the National Memorial 
Arboretum in Alrewas, Staffordshire. 

Some of those who attended gath¬ 
ered in The Showman Pub in Blox¬ 


wich across the road from the church 
before the funeral. 

The pub is named after the show¬ 
man community in the area. 

Both the upstairs and the down¬ 
stairs of the church were packed-out 
with guests who attended to pay their 
respects. 

The service concluded with a read¬ 
ing of The Showmen’s Prayer. 

A statement from the family said: 
“Jimmy had a great sense of humor 
with an easy going manner. He had 
a incredible guild career which has 
earned him the uttermost respect. 

“He will be greatly missed by his 
family and friends.” 


400 homes 
plans given 
green light 
by planners 

PLANS to build more than 400 homes in 
Walsall as part of a major regeneration 
scheme have been approved by planning 
chiefs - after a lengthy debate. 

Goscote Lodge Crescent in Pelsall will 
see 426 new homes built, with new roads 
and parking. However, concerns were 
raised about highways access, pedestrian 
safety and public footpaths. 

Severn Trent, who have a base next 
to the site, also spoke of fears that their 
transport would effect new residents. 

A spokesman from the company said: 
“It will be neighbouring our treatment 
works that operate on a 24-hour basis. 

“While we are keen to support pro¬ 
jects such as this, this site is being used 
frequently by tankers. We fear that this 
will impact on residents.” 

The site has been vacant for 10 years. 
Of the 426 homes planned, 312 will be 
for private sale, 74 for affordable rent 
and 40 wellbeing homes -for those that 
want to stay in their own home but need 
support. It is part of the Goscote Lane 
Corridor scheme. 

Speaking at the planning committee 
meeting, Councillor Ann Young said: 
“This is a wonderful opportunity but 
I do have several issues that cause me 
great concern. “There are safety issues 
such as the size of the footpaths. 

“We need the highway issues sorted.” 

Graham Nolan, from Keepmoat 
homes who are behind the plans, said: 
“We understand that Severn Trent have 
raised concerns but it is noted that the 
site did previously accommodate resi¬ 
dential housing. 

GP surgery put in 
special measures 

A GP surgery with more than 4,000 pa¬ 
tients has been placed in special meas¬ 
ures by a health watchdog. 

A report found there was a ‘risk of 
harm’ and ‘ineffective’ infection control 
procedures at Jubilee Health Centre, on 
Upper Russell Street in Wednesbury. 

It was given an inadequate rating by 
The Care Quality Commission (CQC) 
after an inspection. 

Inspectors found that the provider 
was ‘inadequate for safety’, ‘risks were 
not managed well enough to ensure 
patients were kept safe’ and medical 
records inspectors reviewed ‘did not con¬ 
tain accurate, complete and contempo¬ 
raneous record’ following the inspection 
which took place on January 9. 

The health centre declined to com¬ 
ment. 

Seuver repairs see 
part of road shut 

DRIVERS in Darlaston are being re¬ 
minded that a road will be closed until 
Monday. Berry Avenue was due to shut 
for two weeks near to the junction with 
Wiley Avenue. Amey is carrying out 
sewer repair works on behalf of Western 
Power Distribution. 



CALL NOW FOR HUGE DISCOUNTS 
THROUGHOUT MAY 


6 Windows 


View our online video @ 

www.windowtechinterframe.co.uk 

Units 1, 2 & 9 Brickyard Road, Aldridge WS9 8SR 


The Name You CAN Trust 


Window ech 

‘nlerframe Ltd 


Walsall: 01922 455018 

Wolverhampton: 01902 582051 
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Improving Homes 
for over 24 years 


I WALSALL. . 

worktops 

BESPOKE FULLY FITTED 
KITCHENS 

k \\d Kitchen 

Why not 
\ visit our 
showroom 

Family run 
business . 
Est 35 years 


\ £» 


!E easy 
parking 

• Free design service 

• Home survey 

• All work fully guaranteed 

• Massive choice 

• Supply only of fully fitted 

• Unbelievable choice of worktops 


Unit 4, Portland 
Street, Walsall 

Tel: 01922 641377 
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i Closed Sundays 


The Company That Cares 


Missing 

Someone? 



Kelley has now joined the team at 

TJ's Hair Design 

159 High Street, Bloxwich 
01922 408056 

Old and new clients welcome 
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Match bans 
for Wolves 
fans after 
Blues clash 

SIX Wolves supporters caught throw¬ 
ing plastic bottles, lighters, a broken 
seat and a coin during a Birmingham 
City derby have been banned from at¬ 
tending matches for three years. 

The men were each given a football 
banning order following the February 
24 Championship league fixture. 

The disorder broke out when Blues 
striker David Davis, who was a former 
Wolves player, celebrated the 2-1 win 
in front of fans at Molineux, Walsall 
Magistrates’ Court heard. 

The group, who had attended the 
match separately, then began to lob 
items towards the pitch and Blues 
fans from the Wolves’ South Bank 
Jack Haywood stand. More than 80 
seats inside the stadium were broken. 

Paul Deakin, aged 54, from Charles 
Street, Willenhall, Iain Hills, 20, 
from Clifton Street, Sedgley, Alex 
Price, 26, from Pale Street, Dudley, 
Jamie Smith, 32, from Park Lane, 
Wolverhampton, George White, 18, 
from Warash Close, Wolverhampton 
and Luke Elsmore, 30, from Burton 
Old Road East, Lichfield, all pleaded 
guilty to throwing a missile. 

Deakin and Smith threw a plas¬ 
tic bottle, Price and White threw a 
lighter, Elsmore lobbed a chair and 
Hills hurled a coin, the court heard. 

Miss Val Hart, prosecuting, said: 
“There was a crowd of more than 
25,000 and 2,000 away supporters sat 
in the lower tier of this stand. 

“It was a high-risk match with 150 
police officers working. It was one of 
the worst occasions of in-crowd be¬ 
haviour during a match. 

“Mr Deakin said he retaliated 
by throwing a bottle after one was 
thrown at him drenching him in beer. 
Price said he had just ‘blew his lid’ 
and others claimed it was an intense 
game and in the heat of the moment.” 

As well as the banning order, all 
men had to pay a £100 fine, £135 in 
costs and a £30 victim surcharge. 

Shop is frying 
high after award 

AN Aldridge chippy has been named 
top of the shops in Walsall. 

Aldridge Chippy 2 has been on Salt¬ 
ers Road for eight years offering a 
cheeky temptation to those who have 
burned off a few calories at the nearby 
Walsall Wood Gym. Now it has been 
named the borough’s best in a com¬ 
petition run by the Chronicle’s sister 
paper, the Express & Star. 

Manager Tryfen Papettas, said: 
“Everybody is really happy that we 
have won the award.” 

Mr Papettas added: “I think we are 
popular because of the service, the 
quality, the size of our portions and 
our efficiency and speed.” 

The pricing has also gone down 
well with locals who can get a cone of 
chips for £1.50 and a large 18 ounce 
fish and chips for £6.30. The Walsall 
runner-up was Copperfish in Leamore 
Lane, while Orange Chippy in Myatt 
Avenue, Aldridge came third. 


Firestarter's party fear over rubbish 



The rubbish which has been dumped 


A HEAP of rubbish branded fit for 
a ‘firestarters party’ is only getting 
worse, a councillor has claimed. 

A picture taken at Kendrick Road, 
near Moxley, shows the extent of 
fly-tipping at the site which has now 
created a mountain of trash featuring 
mattresses, bath tubs, sinks, furni¬ 
ture and fridges. 

Councillor Doug James, who rep¬ 
resents the area, expressed fears 
the ‘eyesore’ would put off prospec¬ 
tive businesses coming to the town, 
hampering any chances of opening a 
railway station on the site as well as 


attract arsonists. He said: “A public 
eyesore on Kendrick Road just keeps 
growing. It is easily recognised from 
James Bridge and it is now the talk of 
the town and a landmark. 

“We all hear about partnership 
working and tougher action on crim¬ 
inals but that is only for the glossy 
brochures and council reports in Dar- 
laston. 

“Weeks after reporting the problem 
it has increased and the threat wors¬ 
ened. Potentially this may be a site 
for the future Darlaston Railway Sta¬ 
tion if the surveyors ever find it again 


under the garbage. What business will 
Walsall Council attract to the Darlas¬ 
ton Enterprise Zone with this eyesore 
for all to see. 

“I expect to hear of a huge fire in 
Kendrick Road very soon, sadly, plac¬ 
ing fire service staff at risk. This mess 
is a firestarters party night”. 

Earlier this year the Express & Star 
revealed the scale of fly-tipping in the 
area with more than 30,000 incidents 
reported to councils in the Black 
Country, Staffordshire, Shropshire 
and Birmingham last year, a 16 per 
cent rise on 2012/13 figures. 


Street-drinking ban 
plan for town centre 


STREET drinking could be outlawed 
in Walsall town centre under the lat¬ 
est plans. 

Walsall Council wants to introduce a 
Public Spaces Protection Order (PSPO) 
to clamp down on increasing problems in 
the town centre, mainly related to drink. 

The PSPO would outlaw street drinking and 
groups congregating to drink, as well as a host 
of other offences such as the taking of drugs 
and aggressive begging. 

Police officers would be able to confiscate 
drink and drugs. Town centre councillor Aftab 
Nawaz said he would welcome the proposal as 
he claims residents are left ‘horrified’ at peo¬ 
ple’s behaviour in the town centre. 

He said: “We have had many instances 
where anti-social behaviour has been quite rife, 
whether it is people standing around drinking 
or doing some other disgusting activities. As 
a St Matthew’s councillor I have had many 
residents come to me saying they are really 
horrified at the way people behave in the town 
centre so anything to improve that is welcome. 

Tackle 

“Also we need to attract people to Walsall 
town centre and if someone has a bad experi¬ 
ence it will be difficult to get them back. Crack¬ 
ing down on anti-social behaviour is something 
I very much support.” 

As well as tackling drinking, the PSPO would 
also prohibit people from causing a nuisance 
in shops and in Walsall market, outlaw peo¬ 
ple from using hypodermic needles in a public 
place, dropping the needles or other drug para¬ 
phernalia, people begging in a manner to cause 
harassment or distress, people loitering around 
the bus station, cenotaph and other landmarks. 
The PSPO also bans residents from consuming 
any psychoactive substance and urinating or 
defecating in public. 

Lorraine Boothman, the regulatory services 
manager at Walsall Council, said: “We receive 
many complaints about the behaviour of people 
in the town centre - behaviour which can be 
intimidating or offensive to others.” 

Consultation on the PSPO has already 
started with special drop-in sessions set up 
this month for residents to ask questions of 
the council and of local police officers. The 
sessions will be held at the Council House, Li¬ 
chfield Street, Walsall, tomorrow, Friday, from 
l-4pm, Tuesday, May 9, from 10am until 1pm 
and Wednesday, May 17, from 5-8pm. 



Retired butcher, Malcolm Powers, seen with the Colman’s Mustard sign which used to be in his shop 


A RETIRED butcher is selling an 
rare item from his past. 

Malcolm Powers once owned his 
own butchers on Coltham Road 
call M J Powers Butchers when 
he was 21 which is where the sign 
once hung. 

Now 74, Malcolm, from Short 
Heath in Willenhall, is looking to 
sell the piece of history - which 
he believes is one of the original 


signs. The sign was attached to 
the wooden counter in the shop 
before he took it over, but Mal¬ 
colm later moved it to a spot in 
the window. 

He said: “The sign was there 
when I took over the butchers. 

“I retired 12 years ago and now 
I’m looking to sell it. 

“None of my children want 
the sign so I’m looking to sell it 


to someone that might want it. A 
local businessman offered to buy 
the sign for £30 many years ago 
but I turned him down because I 
knew it’d be worth more than that 
in the future and it was more than 
that to me.” 

Malcolm hopes to sell the sign 
for around £250. Anyone inter¬ 
ested in buying it can call him on 
07532 223407. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Museum goes back 
in time for VE day 

THE Museum of Cannock Chase is 
holding its annual VE Day celebra¬ 
tions on Saturday. The museum, off 
Valley Road in Hednesford, is putting 
on a variety of events to celebrate Vic¬ 
tory in Europe day. 

Officially, Monday May 8 will be 
VE Day, marking the day after Ger¬ 
many surrendered in Europe during 
the Second World War. The day at the 
museum will include craft activities 
for children, a 1940s singer, staff in 
costume and a wartime radio show. 

The event will run from 11am until 
4pm. Due to limited parking at the 
museum, those attending are asked to 
park considerately. 

Micro pub given 
the green light 

ANOTHER micro pub has been given 
the go-ahead in Wolverhampton. The 
plans for the pub conversion on Ne- 
whampton Road West at the former 
New Style Windows site have been 
approved. 

The application received a mixed re¬ 
sponse from the public, with positive 
comments including ‘the venue would 
be a good social outlet for neighbours 
and would likely help isolated peo¬ 
ple in the community by providing a 
meeting place’. 

A petition against the pub received 
14 signatures, claiming it could have 
a ‘harmful impact on highway safety 
and inadequate on-street parking’. 

Clothing firm 
move confirmed 

THE International Riding Company 
has acquired equestrian clothing com¬ 
pany Mears, it has been announced. 

Mears, of Harrison Street, Walsall, 
was founded in 1982 and produces 
tailored riding jackets, hunt coats and 
three-piece suits. 

The company also kitted out the 
London 2012 British equestrian team. 

John Mears, son of the company 
founder, is selling the business upon 
his retirement. He said: “This is an 
excellent opportunity for the company 
started by father in 1982 - and our 
loyal Mears employees - to develop.” 

Beer festival gets 
July date this year 

THE annual Aldridge Beer Festival 
will be held on July 8 this year. 

The event, which raises funds for 
36th Walsall Scout Group, is taking 
place in the scout headquarters at 
Middlemore Lane from 7pm. 

Tickets for those who wish to attend 
are £5 and can be bought in advance 
by calling 07710 757456. 

Polish day on way 

POLISH Heritage Day will be cele¬ 
brated in West Bromwich at its town 
hall on Saturday. The free event will 
start at 4pm and will include a free 
exhibition called ‘From Exile to Free¬ 
dom’. 



SHOOT HEATH (Denial (pAarikc 


NEW PATIENTS 
WELCOME 

Emergencies seen 
the same day 
Examination to 
include scale & polish 

£18.50 

You may be eligible for 
free treatment if you are in 
receipt of certain benefits, 
if you have had a baby in 
the last year, if you are 18 
and in full time education 
or are under 18. 


•Open daily 8.00am-5pm 

• 2 Female dentists - Mrs Jane 
Owen & Mrs Stefka Ivanova 

• Tooth Whitening 

• New patients welcome 

• Cosmetic Dentistry - get the 
smile you always dreamed of 

• Implants - replace those 
missing teeth permanently 

• Denture Repairs 

• Sports Mouth Guards 

• White Fillings 

• Braces 

• Crowns, Bridges & Dentures 


Special Offer on 
Tooth Whitening 



£150 


!■« 


*4 


2A Oaken Drive, 
Willenhall WV12 5NU 

01922 478 893 

Appointments Available Immediately! 


BLINDS 

WALSALL - www.blind-deals.co.uk 


BEST DEAL! 

3 child safe 
verticals 
one per household offer 


NO OBLIGATION HOME QUOTE 



ALL PRICES INCLUDE FREE 

MEASURE & FITTING 
HUGE CHOICE OF POPULAR 
FABRICS & GENEROUS SIZE 
RESTRICTIONS 


CALL 

FREE 


contact your local advisor 
to see our fabric range & 
other available deals 


0800 0214266 
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COUNTY NEWS 

Railway trespass 
number on rise 

MORE people than ever in the West 
Midlands are endangering their lives 
by trespassing on rail tracks, new fig¬ 
ures reveal. 

There were 588 trespass incidents 
in the region last year - a rise of two 
per cent compared to 2015 - accord¬ 
ing to data from Network Rail and the 
British Transport Police. 

There were 58 children caught by 
police too, with boys aged 14 to 16 
being the main offenders and peaks 
coinciding with school holidays. 

Insp Dave Rams, from West Mid¬ 
lands British Transport Police, said: 
“We believe the number of children 
we encounter trespassing every year 
is just the tip of the iceberg.” 

Appeal is made on 
tackling pollution 

CAMPAIGNERS have urged West 
Midlands mayor candidates to commit 
to tackling air pollution. 

A doctor from Sandwell and West 
Birmingham NHS Hospitals Trust and 
academics from the University of Bir¬ 
mingham have signed a letter to the 
candidates. They said: “From Wolver¬ 
hampton to Coventry, legal limits of 
air pollution are broken in every local 
authority in the West Midlands. We 
need our leaders to act.” 

Sarah Gray, of the British Lung 
Foundation, said: “Air pollution is 
pernicious in the way that it unknow¬ 
ingly finds its way into our respiratory 
system.” 

Lions roar back 
in 140-mile ride 

TWO Midland members of a national 
organisation cycled from Blackpool to 
Birmingham in aid of charity. 

Simon Moss and Japp De Jonge 
from Birmingham arrived in the city 
on Monday. 

They attended the annual conven¬ 
tion of Lions Clubs of England Scot¬ 
land, Wales and Ireland which was 
held in the seaside town on Saturday 
- and cycled back. 

Their journey was more than 140 
miles which raised funds for charity 
Hearing Dogs for the Deaf. 

Comic's show is Wehn 
upgrade takes place 

COMEDIAN Henning Wehn’s Wolver¬ 
hampton show has been upgraded to 
the Civic Hall due popular demand. 

The German comic was due to per¬ 
form at the Wulfrun Hall later this 
year, but has now been moved. 

He will now be at the Civic on Octo¬ 
ber 27. Tickets ara available at wolves- 
civic.co.uk. 

it's all red at library 

THE Library of Birmingham was lit 
up in red to mark the 50th anniver¬ 
sary of housing charity Crisis, which 
is campaigning for more research to 
tackle homelessness. The city council 
showed its support for the charity last 
Monday night. 


Nursery in dramatic turnaround 


A WALSALL nursery has undergone 
a dramatic turnaround after going 
from being rated ‘inadequate’ to ‘out¬ 
standing’ in just six months. 

In a glowing report, Abu Bakr 
Nursery on Wednesbury Road, Cald- 
more, has received the highest grade 
possible from Ofsted and was praised 
on the quality of teaching, parent 
partnership and effectiveness of the 
leadership and management. 


The same nursery was given the 
lowest possible grade in November 
after it was found to be putting chil¬ 
dren’s welfare at risk in failings in¬ 
cluding giving them medication not 
prescribed to them. As well as the 
concerns over medication, inspectors 
gave a damning view of the teaching 
provided at the day nursery describ¬ 
ing it as ‘not good enough’. 

The nursery was rated inadequate 


for its leadership, quality of teaching, 
behaviour and outcomes for children. 

Addressing the turnaround, an 
Ofsted report compiled by inspector 
Joanna Hunt reads: “The setting 
have made excellent progress since 
their last inspection. The quality of 
teaching is consistently outstanding 
throughout the nursery. 

“Children experience exceptionally 
exciting and varied activities that 


cover all aspects of their learning in 
depth.” 

Asma Zaki, nursery manager, 
praised the hard work put in by staff 
to contribute towards the turnaround. 

He said: “We are delighted to re¬ 
ceive an ‘outstanding’ judgement. 
Ofsted recognised all the hard work 
that my team has put in to ensure 
that every area of care and education 
is provided at the highest level.” 


Payouts and few repairs 
but still hole lot of fury 


■TOP OF 
JHE POTS 


POTHOLES are making headlines again 
this week with more reports of damaged 
roads from readers, some good news 
in Staffordshire and anger in the Black 
Country as one road is repaired - ahead 
of major works! 

In Pensnett, council workers were spotted 
filling in holes on the High Street sparking 
comment on Twitter as the road is set undergo 
roadworks. 

There is a £6 million scheme planned which will 
see it widened and have new pedestrian crossings. 
However ward councillor Judy Foster said action 
was needed now to deal with the hazardous road. She 
said: “The new scheme is at the High Oak End and 
we are aware that there are some ruts in the road 
at the junction with High Street near that location 
which might pose a hazard for pedestrians.” 

Meanwhile, work has at last begun repairing a 
succession of potholes and sunken drains around the 
junction 11 island of the M6. 

Compensation 

Figures revealed by the Chronicle last week 
showed payouts of £3,360 had been made to driv¬ 
ers for damage caused in the area over the last four 
years. In total compensation payments of almost 
£350,000 have been paid out by Staffordshire County 
Council because of damage caused by potholes in the 
last four years - with one driver receiving more than 
£4,600, the figures have revealed. 

But reports are still coming in. Glenn Sealey of 
Cannock sent us a picture of a severe pothole on the 
road out of Cannock, in Heath Hayes. 

He said: “For anyone hitting it goes in on a down¬ 
ward slide, and then hits the almost vertical wall 
meaning a small car could become trapped and as it 
would be under way a serious incident would occur. 
A large car could sustain damage. Anyone on a mo¬ 
torcycle is going to be off with the consequences of 
being hit by other traffic.” 

Jo Well reported a number of large deep pot¬ 
holes on the A449 between Stewponey junction and 
Lawnswood Rd junction in Kingswinford. She said: 
“There is a strong possibility of an accident on this 
busy, fast road as drivers swerve to avoid them.” 

Adrian Gallis complained that Wombourne in 
South Staffordshire had been ‘seemingly forgotten 
by Staffordshire highways department’. 



Richard Sears reported a pothole at the Glenn Sealey, of Cannock, sent us a picture of 

entrance of the Chase Golf Club and Spa a deep pothole on a road in Heath Hayes 





A reader sent us a picture of this deep hole in Love 
Lane, Great Wyrley, regularly used as a rat run 

He said: “The whole village is blighted by pot¬ 
holes but one of the worst roads is a 200m stretch 
of Station Road starting at Ounsdale Road, there 
are at least 20 holes, some 3ins deep and others 
up to 3ft long. The potholes also continue down 
Bull Meadow Lane. Some holes in these roads 
were paint marked for repair months ago.” 

But even the repairs are being questioned. Staf¬ 
fordshire reader Richard Sears, of Hednesford, 
reported a pothole at the entrance of the Chase 
Golf Club and Spa on Pottal Pool Road in Can¬ 
nock in February. 

He said: “On the 27th April I received an email 
from Staffordshire County Council informing 
me that the pothole had been fixed. On the 29th 
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In Pensnett workers were filling in holes on the 
High Street which is due to undergo roadworks 


April I visited the Golf Club and took the oppor¬ 
tunity to inspect the repaired pothole. Indeed a 
repair had been made to the damaged area but 
unsurprisingly because the repair could best be 
described as shoddy, a pothole is already devel¬ 
oping.” 

And another reader sent us a picture of a deep 
hole in Love Lane, Great Wyrley, which is regu¬ 
larly used as a rat run for traffic trying to escape 
the A34 Walsall Road through the village. 

The Chronicle has invited readers to help us 
find the most pothole-plagued roads in the area 
which we will be flagging up to highways author¬ 
ities and pushing for priority repairs. We will be 
revealing the most problematic areas soon. 


Council en 
route with 
£6m plans 
for A461 

COUNCIL chiefs have revealed plans 
for a £6 million revamp of one of the 
key routes through Walsall - in a bid 
to solve commuters’ congestion mis¬ 
ery. 

Walsall Council bosses are look¬ 
ing to tackle serious traffic issues on 
the A461 Lichfield Road, which runs 
from the town centre to the borough’s 
boundary, by widening the roads and 
installing new signals. 

However, the final stage of the 
plans could take three years, accord¬ 
ing to council documents. 

Earlier this year the first phase of 
plans for the A461 were revealed, tar¬ 
geting two locations - at the route’s 
junctions with the B4152 Salters Road 
and the A452 Chester Road. 

Phase two of the scheme will target 
the junction of A461 Mellish Road and 
phase three the junction of A461 / Pel- 
sall Lane / Daw End (Rushall). 

Mellish Road will be given an up¬ 
graded roundabout design in an effort 
to reduce delays while the Rushall 
phase will see ‘significant change’ 
carried out to the junction layout and 
upgraded traffic signal technology in¬ 
stalled. 

The council will be seeking money 
from the Black Country Local Enter¬ 
prise Partnership’s Transport Devel¬ 
opment Fund, according to papers, 
but will only be applying for £90,000 
this year in order to develop the plans. 

Councillor Mike Bird said that 
calls for improvement on the route 
have been made since he was council 
leader, adding that he was pleased to 
see them move forward. 

Help us tackle car 
crime, police urge 

CAR crime is ‘too high’ throughout 
Walsall according to police who have 
warned of break-ins, car key burgla¬ 
ries and number plate thefts in the 
borough. 

Police have urged motorists to 
make sure they have locked their ve¬ 
hicles, keeping items such as sat navs 
and purses out of view, fitting number 
plates with one-way screws and keep¬ 
ing car keys out of view in the home. 

Spokesman Kevin Pitt said: “Hav¬ 
ing items stolen from your vehicles - 
and the associated expense - can be 
easily avoided by taking at least two 
basic precautions. 

“Don’t walk away from your car 
without checking that doors are 
locked. Secondly, always remove 
items from view, even if they are of 
little value.” 


Pub quiz to raise 
funds for charity 

A QUIZ in aid of Link4Life takes 
place at Hawkins Sports & Social 
Club in Cheslyn Hay tonight, Friday, 
from 8.30pm onwards. 

The last fundraising quiz at the 
Coppice Lane club raised £780 in aid 
of Walsall St Giles Hospice. 
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LARGE CAR PARK 
BEHIND DIZZY KIDZ 



Sfiecudtit t6e TUumm Stwm 

Specialists in finest quality bespoke 
Gas and Electric fires and surrounds 


FULL FITTING, 
DELIVERY SERVICE AND 
HOME SURVEY AVAILABLE 

New range of log 
burners in store 


Open 6 Days a week mam - 5pm Closed Sundays 

_ Unit 6, Arrow Industrial Estate, Straight Road 

S E9H Short Heath, Willenhall WV12 5RA 

www.firesandfireplaceswillenhall.co.uk 01922 475222 




Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5875270 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 



GRANITE/QUARTZ 
WORKTOPS LTD 


Cutting and polishing service availably 
^Wide range of worktops com^etiti^el^pfjieedj 

Free Quotes 
Bespoke... 

Stylish... 

Modern... 

High Quality... 


Unit I, West Bromwich Road, Tamebridge, Walsall WS5 4AN 

07807 371820/01922 646222 

www.gran ite-wor kto ps ltd. co. u k 
i nfo@gran ite-worktopsltd .co. u k 
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270-homes 
revamp due 
at former 
factory site 

PLANS to build 270 homes as part 
of a major regeneration scheme have 
been submitted. 

The former Cerro copper refinery 
factory site on Goscote Lane, Blox- 
wich, will be transformed under plans 
from the St Francis Group. 

The site, known locally as Elking- 
tons, has long been earmarked for 
work as part of the Goscote Lane Cor¬ 
ridor. It was revealed last week that 
plans for 426 homes on the nearby 
Goscote Lane Crescent are set to get 
the go-ahead. 

Housing provider whg has submit¬ 
ted the application after previously 
spending £50 million on transforming 
the Poets Estate area in Goscote, cre¬ 
ating 412 homes at a site now known 
as Waters Keep. At present, the plans 
for the former Cerro site are being 
screened for opinion. 

Cerro once employed more than 
1,000 workers and closed its Black 
Country operation in 2010 after fall¬ 
ing victim to the recession. 

After a low order book, dropping to 
a two-day working week, and axing 36 
jobs, the firm closed the factory. 

Former mayor of Walsall, Pete 
Smith, said that he welcomed the 
plans and he had long called for work 
to be done at the site. He said: “Hope¬ 
fully this is the first real step in the 
process of regenerating this site. 

“This will be welcomed by the local 
community which has suffered and 
been concerned about this derelict 
land on the former copper refinery 
site on Goscote Lane. It has been an 
absolute eyesore for this time.” 


Swinton jobs in 
doubt with move 

JOBS could be at risk at an insurance 
broker’s 10 branches in the Black 
Country and Staffordshire. 

Swinton has announced plans to re¬ 
view 84 of its 194 high street branches 
and axe 900 jobs by the end of this 
year. It says more people are choosing 
to renew their policies with the com¬ 
pany online. 

The firm has stores in Darlington 
Street, Wolverhampton; High Street, 
Dudley; Avon Road, Cannock; East- 
gate Street, Stafford; Bridge Street, 
Walsall; Walsall Road, Great Barr; 
High Street, Cradley Heath; High 
Street, Halesowen; Foster Street 
East, Stourbridge and Lower Mill 
Street, Kidderminster. 

The firm will now begin a formal 
consultation with all affected staff. 

Musical to open 
at the Garrick 

BROWNHILLS Musical Theatre 
Company’s production of the musical 
9-to-5 runs until Saturday at Lich¬ 
field Garrick Theatre. Tickets costing 
£19.50 and £21 are available from the 
box office on 01543 412121. 


Stars pitch in for charity as teams line up 



Shayne Ward, who is a team manager 


Boxing’s Joe Calzaghe 


Footballer Jamie O’Hara 


Actor Jake Wood 


Katie Price, signed up as a boss too 


WITH the celebrity list growing 
longer and longer, tickets for a char¬ 
ity football match at Banks’s Stadium 
are rapidly being snapped up. The 
star-studded event is raising money 
for the Smile for Joel and Compton 
Hospice charities with Katie Price and 
singer Shayne Ward signed up to man¬ 
age the two celebrity teams. 

Taking place at the Walsall FC 
ground on May 13, tickets initially 
went on sale for the HomeServe stand 
only but demand was so great they 
also opened up the lower tier of the 
Tile Choice stand. And many of the 
blocks in this tier are now sold out too. 


The Smile for Joel charity was set 
up in memory of tragic Saddlers fans 
Joel Richards, Patrick Evans and 
Adrian Evans from the Black Coun¬ 
try who were shot dead in the Tunisia 
beach terror attack. Nineteen-year-old 
Joel’s mother Suzi and brother Owen, 
who survived the attack when he was 
only 16, formed the charity which 
raises money to support families who 
are victims of traumatic bereavement. 

The list of celebrities confirmed so 
far include members of boy band Blue 
Lee Ryan Simon Webbe and Antony 
Costa, along with Steps singer Lee 
Latchford-Evans. Meanwhile, there 


are X Factor stars Stevi Ritchie and 
Che Chesterman, plus 911 star Jimmy 
Constable and MC Harvey from So 
Solid Crew. 

Actors include Jake Wood (Max 
Branning in EastEnders); Oliver 
Phelps (George Weasley in Harry 
Potter); along with other EastEnders 
actors Dean Gaffney, Matt Lapinskas, 
Tony Discipline and Jamie Borthwick. 

From the world of sport are ex-foot¬ 
baller Wayne Bridge, boxers Martin 
Gethin and Joe Calzaghe; Frankie 
Gavin and Pete McDonagh; and Jamie 
O’Hara (former Wolves footballer). 

A number of TV presenters are con¬ 


firmed including Jeff Brazier; Rocket 
and Adam Smith (Soccer AM) and 
Gavin Ramjaun. 

But stars of reality TV are turn¬ 
ing out in force, with such names as 
Calum Best (Celebrity Big Brother); 
Nev Wilshire (Call Centre); Max Mor- 
ley (Love Island Winner); Austin Ar- 
macost (Celebrity Big Brother); Liam 
Gatsby (The Only Way is Essex) and 
fellow TOWIE star James ‘Arg’ Ar¬ 
gent who was promoting the match in 
Walsall last week. Tickets are just £10 
for adults and £5 for juniors and avail¬ 
able from the stadium ticket office on 
01922 651 416. 


33 facing action over 
Tunisia terror attack 


THIF Y-THREE people are being prosecuted over the Tuni¬ 
sia hotel massacre which left 30 British holidaymakers - in¬ 
cluding three members of a Black Country family - dead, it 
has been reported. 

Members of the security forces and hotel guards are believed to be 
among those charged with failing to help tourists. 


A British judge has already con¬ 
demned the police response to the 
deadly attack on the resort as ‘at best 
shambolic, at worst cowardly’ at the 
victims’ inquests. 

Suzy Richards, from Wednesbury, 
who lost her son, brother and father 
in the attack, said she had not been in¬ 
formed about the prosecutions. 

Joel Richards, aged 19, his grand¬ 
father Patrick Evans, 78, and uncle 
Adrian Evans, 44, a Sandwell Council 
worker from Bilston, died as crazed 
gunman Seifeddine Rezgui shot tour¬ 
ists at the Rui Imperial Marhaba Hotel 
in 2015. Ms Richards’ other son Owen, 
who was 16 at the time, survived the 
attack. Sofiene Sliti, a spokesman for 
the Tunisian investigation, said: “The 
trial on the attack at the Imperial 


By Richard Guttridge 


Marhaba Hotel will begin on May 26.” 
It had previously been revealed that 
six hotel security guards had been 
charged for failing to protect holiday¬ 
makers. 

Ms Richards said: “I knew there had 
been several arrests but certainly not 
33. It is very upsetting not to be kept 
in the loop. We have never been given 
an option to attend, it is something we 
would have to fund ourselves. There 
has been very little communication 
from Tunisia.” 

The inquests heard how police and 
tourist security ‘deliberately and un¬ 
justifiably slowed their response’ as 
holidaymakers fled for their lives. 



The three victims, Patrick Evans, Joel Richards and Adrian Evans, on the plane 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Jail warning for 
gold chain thief 

A WALSALL teenager who snatched 
a £900 gold chain hanging round the 
neck of a man serving in a fish and 
chip shop has been warned he is fac¬ 
ing a substantial prison sentence 

Zak Cleere walked into the shop in 
Beeches Road, Leamore on January 2 
with a second man and ordered a meal, 
said Mr David Bennett prosecuting at 
Wolverhampton Crown Court. 

He said the 19-year-old then sud¬ 
denly lunged forwards to grab the 
chain and he and the other man ran 
from the shop before jumping into a 
waiting car that sped away from the 
scene. The incident was captured on 
CCTV inside the shop. 

The teenager of Western Avenue, 
Walsall who was on bail at the time 
admitted robbery and also breaching 
a suspended prison sentence imposed 
for burglary. 

Mr Oliver Woolhouse, defending, 
told the court that Cleere who had 20 
previous convictions had a number 
of serious medical problems, and he 
asked for more details of these to be 
investigated. Eaves was remanded in 
custody until May 16. 

Getting to the 
heart of matter 

A UNIQUE live experience will offer 
pupils from across Walsall an in-depth 
understanding of the human anatomy 
and physiology. 

Anatomy Lab LIVE is a popular 
touring anatomy event which show¬ 
cases how the human body works 
through a unique interactive live 
event. 

The shows latest tour will stop at 
Walsall College on May 10 and 11 
from 6pm to 10pm. 

Tickets are priced at £40 and are 
also available to the general public. 

For more information or to book 
tickets visit www.thevivitexperience. 
co.uk/upcomingevents 

Winnick in row 
on spending cuts 

FURIOUS David Winnick says he is 
‘absolutely disgusted’ with the atti¬ 
tude of a Tory MP after he became 
embroiled in a row over Government 
spending cuts in the West Midlands. 

The Walsall North Labour MP 
said New Forest West MP Desmond 
Swayne was ‘entirely wrong’ to inter¬ 
vene after he raised a point of order in 
the House of Commons. 

Mr Swayne criticised Mr Winn¬ 
ick for not raising the issue of Tory 
cuts earlier in the day during PMQs. 
“I could not raise the point in PMQs 
due to the large number of MPs who 
wanted to speak,” Mr Winnick said. 

Firm's awards hope 

BLAKEMORE Retail, part of Willen- 
hall-based AF Blakemore & Son, is up 
for two national awards. 

It is finalist in the independent re¬ 
tail chain and food-to-go retailer cat¬ 
egories in The Grocer Gold Awards. 

The winners will be announced in 
The Guildhall, London, on June 13. 


ADVERTISEMENT 

Has Your Double Glazing 
Steamed Up? 


Established for over a decade 
Cloudy2Clear windows have 
become a leading company for 
glass replacement. Issues with 
double glazing can often be 
gradual and may only be noticed 
during a clear sunny day or 
during the winter. A failed glass 
unit may no longer provide you 
with the protection you need 
or be energy efficient. Why not 
spend a few minutes checking 
your home to see if you have any 


failed double glazing? 

If you act now you can avoid 
these problems. 

Now, you may think you need to 
replace the whole window including 
the frames and all the hardware, 
however Cloudy2Clear have come 
up with a simple and cost saving 
solution... Just replace the glass!! 

If you see condensation in your 
windows just visit our website or 
give us a call on 0800 61 21 118. 

We will send out our highly 


experienced engineers for a 
free no obligation quote. A 
Cloudy2Clear quote takes 
on average no longer than 
20 minutes. Once the quote 
is completed, we will sit 
down with you and explain 
the problem and tell you how 
we can fix it. With years of 
experience Cloudy2Clear have 
a wealth of knowledge and are 
recognised as a Which Trusted 
Trader, plus our work is backed 


by an industry leading 25 year 
guarantee. Cloudy2Clear also 
replace faulty locks handles 
and hinges on all windows and 
doors. 

Your friendly local Cloudy2Clear 
specialist is Brian Stanley and he 
services Walsall & the surrounding 
areas. 

So, if your windows are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
give Brian a call for a free 
quotation on 0800 61 21 118. 


66 


Cloudy2Clear 

<33 

GUARANTEE All 

Customers That An 


Average Quote Will 

Take No Longer 


Than 20 MINS!!! 
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Cloudy2Clear Windows... 
Service With A Smile! 



Broken Or Damaged Windows? Faulty Locks, Handles, Hinges? f *0 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


Airport car 
park fees 
should not 
be sky high 


ALONG with bogus charges for car hire, 
airport car parking charges are one of the 
great holiday rip-offs of modern times. 

In a sensible world, there is no reason 
whatsoever why a multi-storey car park 
at an airport should cost more than in 
any major town or city. Logically, it ought 
to be less. After all, airports are large, 
spacious out-of-town sites, and nobody 
goes there for any reason other than to 
get a plane. 

Yet, at Birmingham Airport for example, 
the official NCP car park charges £36 a 
day. For a two-week holiday, that could 
be more than the cost of the flight. 

Little wonder then that people turn 
to the cheaper “valet parking” services, 
where a driver collects your car from the 
airport, parks it in a supposedly secure 
place for the duration of the trip, and then 
delivers it to you on your return. 

But it now emerges that some of the 
operators have a slightly unusual defini¬ 
tion of “secure parking”. Lichfield couple 
David and Julia O’Neill returned from 
a fortnight in Vietnam to be hit with a 
parking ticket. It emerged that the valet 
parking operator, which charged them 
£100 for secure parking at Heathrow, had 
simply dumped their vehicle in a public 
car park, and not paid the correct fees. 
Worse still, an investigation revealed that 
hundreds of other cars had been left at 
public car parks, many with Heathrow 
barrier tickets on display, an open invi¬ 
tation to thieves who knew the owners 
were on holiday. Unbelievable. 

■ ■ ■ ■ 

EDMUND King, the president of the 
AA, has come up with a novel idea to 
raise money for investment in Britain’s 
overcrowded roads. Instead of screwing 
motorists for every last penny in road tax, 
fuel duty, and speeding fines, he sug¬ 
gests that business or even sports clubs 
could pay to have roads renamed after 
them. This has led to speculation that 
the M6 could be named after Manchester 
United. Not a bad idea, it is after all how 
most Manchester United fans get to Old 
Trafford. I think the M25 would probably 
be more appropriate, though. 

■ ■ ■ ■ 

WHEN Jeremy Corbyn made his 
pre-election pledge of four extra bank 
holidays in honour of the UK’s four pa¬ 
tron saints, he no doubt thought it was a 
sure-fire winner. After all, who is going to 
object to some extra time off work, and 
what is there not to like about celebrating 
national unity? 

Two problems. First of all, chances are 
that many employers will simply knock 
the extra four days off their workers’ an¬ 
nual leave entitlement. Secondly, St Da¬ 
vid’s Day is March 1, St Patrick’s March 
17, St George’s April 23, and St David’s 
November 30. So instead of being able 
to take time off at their own choosing, Mr 
Corbyn is telling people to take time off in 
winter. Good luck with that one. 


Wiki co-founder hopes to ensure truth will out 



Jimmy’s mission 
and that’s a fact 


I SUGGESTED a few days ago that a Manx 
kipper probably has no tail. A reader says this 
shortcoming is more than made up for by its 
third leg. 

JIMMY Wales, co-founder of Wikipedia, is 
planning a news service called Wikitribune 
to fight fake news. Wales says it will deliver 
“high-quality, fact-based information.” Well, 
good luck with that. It’s just that after near¬ 
ly 50 years in this game, I have never actual¬ 
ly encountered neutral news, nor met a single 
unbiased journalist. Every reporter, columnist, 
commentator and pundit believes he or she 
occupies the exact epicentre of the very centre 
ground of rational thought. And every reader or 
viewer is equally convinced that the most ac¬ 
curate, insightful and unbiased reports are the 
ones that exactly reflect their own views. One 
man’s “high quality, fact-based information” is 
another man’s fascist / commie propaganda. 
Indeed, the only truly rational, considered and 
unerringly accurate column is this one. 

MIND you, no matter how much one strives 
for accuracy, there are always heffalump traps. 
In this election campaign it’s the Farron / Fallon 
thing. Tim Farron is the Lib-Dem leader. Sir Mi¬ 
chael Fallon is the defence secretary. Tim is an 
evangelical Christian who talks to God. Michael 
is a career Tory who talks to a vicar’s daughter. 
Confusion, confusion. 

OUR changing language. A reader tells me 
his local GP surgery has a sign warning about a 
hitch with the electronic log-in system: “Please 
do not use the Jayex machine to arrive your 
child for Baby Clinic.” This reminds me that 
my annual blood-pressure appointment is ap¬ 
proaching. Next month I must arrive myself at 
the clinic. I must also arrive a urine sample. 

AFTER the trauma of her above-the-wrist am- 


THE BEST OF 
PETER RHODES 



putation in Line of Duty (BBC1), didn’t DCI Roz 
Huntley (Thandie Newton) seem remarkably 
casual about asking her husband for a divorce? 
Quite off-handed. 


IT was Woody Allen who famously observed: 
“If you want to make God laugh, tell him your 
plans.” A report from Iraq this week illustrates 
perfectly the sheer unpredictable, unfair cuss¬ 
edness of life. Three Islamic State fighters had 
apparently had enough of fighting and decided 
to surrender. Naturally, they left their weapons 
behind as they marched toward the enemy 
lines. On the way, unarmed and unawares, they 
were attacked and gored to death by wild boars. 

YOU know what this general election cam¬ 
paign is missing? A new social group or two. 
In previous elections, the parties have identified 
and fought for the support of Worcester Wom¬ 
an and Mondeo Man. This time, who will be 
banging on doors to secure the votes of Sea¬ 
side Strugglers, Lesbian Vapers and the Tring 
Transgenders? 

AS attention turns once again to North Ko¬ 
rea, the secretive state keeps its ultimate secret 
very secret indeed. The regime has murdered 
hundreds of Kim Jong-Un’s ministers, officials 
and even relations. Yet his hairdresser survives. 
Bizarre. 


SCIENTISTS at Cambridge believe a moth 
larva known as a wax worm may be able to rid 
the world of unwanted shopping bags thanks to 
its unique ability to digest plastic. I’m reminded 


of the 1970s BBC drama Doomwatch which be¬ 
gan with an airliner crashing after all the plastic 
on board suddenly melted. It emerged that a 
plastic-eating virus had escaped from a rogue 
laboratory. Younger readers may rejoice at to¬ 
day’s promise of plastic-eating moths. Older 
readers will recall the horror on the pilot’s face 
in Doomwatch as his control stick turned to goo 
in his hands .... 

MEANWHILE, ordinary moths are having a 
wonderful time thanks to the withdrawal, on 
safety grounds, of old-fashioned mothballs. 
My pure Merino sweater has emerged from the 
drawer looking like a string vest. A very expen¬ 
sive string vest. 

BEAVERS, lynxes, wolves, elk? As the debate 
rages over whether to reintroduce big mammals 
into the British countryside, a friend is in de¬ 
spair. His small but perfectly trimmed lawn is his 
pride and joy, yet every night it is being ripped 
up and left horribly pot-holed. He would happily 
see the reintroduction of any animals - so long 
as they eat badgers. 

THE online version of this column recently 
showed a car towing a caravan with the head¬ 
line “What about the other mental conditions?” 
This was an unfortunate juxtaposition. I was not 
implying that caravanning is a psychological 
problem, or that there’s anything bizarre about 
dragging your dirty crockery, unwashed clothes 
and half-full chemical toilets around the country 
while creating long traffic jams. Perfectly ration¬ 
al behaviour. 

WHILE it may be magnanimous to guarantee 
EU workers the right to remain in the UK for all 
time, how does Labour’s Brexit policy serve the 
interests of the Great British Public? ‘Labour - 
Putting Foreigners First’ is a bold campaign slo¬ 
gan but who’s going to vote for it? 


TAmNGPOjN^^ 

Now that’s 
what I call 
a waste 
of money 

WE’VE all seen the ads for them. Most 
have probably even got one. You’ve 
guessed it. . compilation albums. 

No, not a selection of a band’s greatest 
hits, or a film or TV soundtrack. 

I can even stomach the latest chart 
tunes from Now whatever number it is up 
to these days. 

No, I refer to the pointless and com¬ 
pletely random ones rolled out at those 
special times of the year, Mother’s Day, 
Valentine’s, Father’s Day, for example. 
You know the sort I mean . . . 

I can picture the advert now. “Treat 
your dad to The Best Stuck in Conges¬ 
tion on the M25 on a Friday Night Rush 
Hour Album in the World . . . Ever!, fea¬ 
turing the likes of Baby You Can Drive My 
Car, Slow Down, Stuck in the Middle With 
You, Roadblock and other such classics.” 

They are billed as the ideal gift for 
whatever occasion it is, featuring all your 
mum’s/dad’s/girlfriend’s/boyfriend’s/ 
whoever-it-may be’s favourites. 

Really? How can whoever came up 
with the tracklist possibly know that? 

Sure, like all such albums there may be 
one or two good ones on there. But how 
could anyone compiling the list know 
what I would want to listen to? 

The only people I would assume bene¬ 
fit from this commercial enterprise are the 
artists, raking in their royalties, and the 
manufacturers. 

Even the ‘Now’ franchise has sur¬ 
passed itself with its latest offerings, Now 
That’s What I Call A Song (?) - that’s a 
matter of opinion - and Now That’s What 
I Call Running. I’ve also seen advertised 
children’s versions of current top tunes, 
Songs By Kids For Kids, apparently, and 
Sing Your Heart Out 2017. Exactly the 
pointless collections I’m talking about. 

We all have CDs we like to listen to 
whenever the mood takes us, and it’s nice 
to look back at ones bought by a loved 
one as a present. But, no offence, please 
do not spend your hard-earned on one of 
those Nol Songs For Hosting a Dinner 
Party or Barbecue compilations for me. 
Incidentally, the latter is probably the only 
album you will find Fire! and Smoke Gets 
In Your Eyes just thrown together). 

However, if you happen to know the 
favourite song of my top 15 or 20 acts 
and put that together, you’ve got yourself 
a deal - Now That’s What I’d Call The Ul¬ 
timate Bespoke Party Album In My Col¬ 
lection Ever. 

I don’t need anyone to tell me, or at 
least try to guess, what I would like to lis¬ 
ten while ironing or out jogging. 

Christmas, however? That’s a different 
matter. Classic tunes (with the odd ex¬ 
ception, of course), and ideal for getting 
everyone in the festive spirit. And if you 
don’t appreciate a bit of Nat King Cole 
maybe it’s time to roast your old CDs on 
an open fire instead. 

Mind you, October is too early to play 
festive tunes in the shops though. 

MARK SHIPP 
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All Manor of problems at the top 

288 days in Manor Hospital, after be- behalf of the people of Walsall. Sadly, spite the Government and partners in 


ing declared fit to leave! Older readers 
will be reminded of ‘The Prisoner’ TV 
series, or perhaps a very old Eagles 
song lyric from Hotel California - ‘you 
can check out any time you like, but 
you can never leave’! 

This is a shocking revelation as is the 
derisory responses from the responsi¬ 
ble staff and health and social care 
system partners. The hospital, Walsall 
CCG and Walsall Council must realise 
they are wholly responsible for deliv¬ 
ering on social care fund commitments 
and importantly working together on 


there is previous on all the records of 
the usual culprits. Ask yourself how 
can all the partners agree to work to¬ 
gether, allocate funding to do so yet, 
when things go wrong it’s always 
someone else’s fault? 

The health and social care commu¬ 
nity in Walsall is full of people who 
either talk a great deal and deliver 
very little or disappear when there is 
an impending crisis. We are all aware 
that across the sector performance 
levels at health services have been 
previously recorded as inadequate. De¬ 


health and social care allocating a huge 
budget for the very purpose of getting 
patients out of hospital back to home 
there has been a collective failure to 
achieve a result. 

Blaming national decisions and ac¬ 
tions where clearly local decisions and 
actions were key is the increasingly 
familiar trait of key players in a poor 
service. It is the way politicians and 
senior managers who should know bet¬ 
ter, pass the buck. 

COUNCILLOR DOUG JAMES 
Walsall 


Gratitude 
on adopting 
MND charter 

I AM writing as a resident of 
Walsall Borough to express 
my thanks and gratitude to 
members of Walsall Council 
who voted unanimously at 
the last full council meeting 
to adopt the MND Charter, 
which calls for access to fair 
and equitable treatment to 
those diagnosed with Motor 
Neurone Disease (MND). 

By doing so they have 
joined the other 42 local 
authorities nationally who 
have adopted the charter 
and have also become the 
first in the Black Country 
to do so. 

Adopting the charter 
means Walsall Council have 
pledged to ensure that those 
diagnosed with this often 
fatal disease have access to 
the best possible care avail¬ 
able including effective sup¬ 
port for carers, and where 
appropriate, to be allowed 
to die with dignity. 

I would especially like to 
thank Councillor Ian Rob¬ 
ertson the portfolio holder 
for health for his efforts. 
MICHAEL CRONOGUE 
Bloxwich 
Walsall 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 


Walsall Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


EMAIL 

walsall.chron@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 


Reaping the rewards 
of hospital’s closure 


RE: front page story (Walsall Edition on April 24) of the 
patient who has ‘bed blocked’ for 288 days at the Manor 
Hospital. 

About 12 years ago, the hospital trust, supported by the 
then Labour Government as well as Labour MPs, like Mr 
Winnick, decided to close down Goscote Hospital, whose 
100 beds catered for elderly and frail patients, who went 
there to recuperate from strokes and other age related ail¬ 
ments rather than blocking beds at the Manor Hospital. 

Furthermore, the then Labour Government, again sup¬ 
ported by the local Labour MP, decided to allow the trust 
to ‘pay through the nose’ via a PFI deal to build a ‘new’ 
Manor hospital with less not more beds than the ‘old one’. 

That decision, together with the decision to close Goscote 
Hospital has resulted in an annual £12m bill that the trust 
needs to find to pay off the PFI debt for the next two dec¬ 
ades at least, as well as the loss of Goscote Hospital and 
a severe reduction in the number of hospital beds availa¬ 
ble overall. If they had kept Goscote Hospital going, there 
would be no bed blocking problem at the Manor Hospital! 

PETE SMITH 

Blakenall ward resident and former councillor 


Drivers are 
now just 
cash cows 

NEW laws on speeding 
come into force, and once 
again it seems the motorist 
is now officially recognised 
as a cash cow. 

By introducing a fining 
system related to your in¬ 
come, it means that we have 
a legal process of fining the 
motorist that is more than 
fining the drug dealer, and 
with the creeping 20mph 
speed limits, more and more 
motorists are going to fall 
foul to the system. 

It’s obvious that the mo¬ 
torist who’s ripped off at 
the pump and conned at the 
garage, is now going to be 
persecuted on the road. 

S T VAUGHAN 
Yardley Wood 


Code of Practice: Our policy is 
to correct errors as soon as we 
can. The Chronicles adhere to 
the Editors’ Code of Practice, 
which can be seen at www. 
ipso.co.uk. If you are unhappy 
with the accuracy of a story, 
write to The Editor, Chronicles, 
51-53 Queen Street, Wolver¬ 
hampton, WV11ES 



STAIRLIFTS 
RENT FOR £10/wk* 
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Large Whole Legs of Lamb £12 each 
Whole Boneless Turkey Breast £1.99 lb 
Whole Boneless Loins of Pork £1.29 lb 
English Boneless Lamb Steaks £3.99 lb 


Edmund Howdle 

Quality meat 

est. 193 ^ 


38 High Street, Clayhanger, Brownhills WS8 7EA 

Teh 01543 375046 / 377625 

All Major Debit & Credit Cards Accepted 

Visit www.ed mun dhowdle.co.uk for a full price list & offers 

■ Like us on Facebook 


Victim says horror of axe 
attack will not go away 



A GRANDFATHER who was 
struck on the head with an 
axe while trying to protect 
his home from burglars has 
spoken of his horror at the 
savage attack. 

Nigel Jones, of Gretton Cres¬ 
cent, Aldridge, needed 15 stitches 
in his head after an intruder hit 
him with the weapon. 

The 57-year-old had been relaxing in 
his lounge in the early hours of Satur¬ 
day April 22, when three men smashed 
his kitchen door window with a brick. 

Mr Jones grabbed a pool cue, which 
he leaves in his back room and con¬ 
fronted the gang, before one hit him 
on the shoulder with another brick. 

The engineering lecturer, who 
works at Stourbridge College, was 
then smashed on the head with an axe 
by one of the masked men. 

Terrified 

He was also hit with a baseball bat 
as he used the cue to try and protect 
himself. The raiders then fled. 

He said: “I was lying on my back, 
completely in shock and I looked up 
to see that they were trying to break 
another window using an axe. 

“I was terrified but I got up to grab 
the set of keys, which I always leave 
in my back door because I could see 
that they were trying to reach around 
to get them. For all of this time I was 
shouting, telling them to leave and 
they didn’t say one word, they were 
just trying to get in.” 

While nothing was taken, the phys¬ 
ical and mental scars will be with Mr 
Jones for a long time. He is also off 
work. He said: “It felt like a lifetime 
but it couldn’t have been more than a 
couple of minutes. 

“Nothing can prepare you for this, I 
was just doing what I thought was the 
right thing to do, it is a blur now but 


Nigel Jones, who was hit by an axe 


A view shows the extent of his injuries 


the memories I do have will stay with 
me. I remember blood being every¬ 
where, it was horrific. I am having 
counselling now and that is probably 
going to be something I will need for a 
long time. I am struggling with getting 
to sleep because I don’t feel safe. 

“It would never change what hap¬ 
pened but the only thing that could 
make me feel better right now is if 
these men were caught and brought 
to justice.” 

The friend, Robert Devine, has been 
sharing photographs of the injuries 
sustained by Nigel on Facebook in an 
effort to help catch those responsible. 

He said: “Nigel is one of the nicest 
men you will ever meet. We would 
be thankful for anybody with any in¬ 


formation, these vermin need taking 
away so we can all live in a better 
place, this is just wrong. 

“I think if the axe had gone 1mm 
deeper he wouldn’t have been able to 
ring me for help.” 

West Midlands Police spokesper¬ 
son Sharn Braich said: “Police were 
alerted to a suspected attempted bur¬ 
glary in Gretton Crescent, Aldridge, 
on Saturday April 22. 

“A 57-year-old man was disturbed 
in his home in the early hours of Sat¬ 
urday morning by three men who 
smashed his kitchen door window. He 
was released shortly after treatment 
and allowed home. Nothing was stolen 
from the house. Anyone with informa¬ 
tion is urged to call police on 101.” 



Introductory Offer! 

Cut & Finish 

ONLY £25 

With NEW Stylists Deanne and Dani. 

i/- s —*\ x-n 17 Anchor Parade, Aldridge WS9 8QP 

ridi iiebou t . oi 922 456152 

beautiful hair T’s & C’s: Not valid in conjunction with any other offer or promotion. Valid at 

Francesco Group Aldridge only with Deanne and Dani until 31/05/17. 
QUOTE ADE25CF when booking. Appointments are subject to availability. 



\w 


Aldridge Fireplaces 


MANAGER’S SPECIAL 

NEW SPRING OFFERS 
MANY MORE IN STORE 


FULLY FITTED *£899 




* INCLUDES SURROUND, CHOICE OF 
GAS OR ELECTRIC FIRE PLUS FITTING 




f*C2bojk 


To view our testimonials visit the website 


L. 


'.TaTT-Tl.t 


Opening Times: Mon - Sat 10.00am - 4.30pm Closed Sundays 


©‘Oa Z^oGDcg? 
© ©PlT 


/ GAS m ™ 

safe 


VISA 





www.francescogroup.co.uk 





































































Mayor thanks ‘exceptional volunteers’ 



Finalists at the Mayor’s Civic Awards celebrate their success with the Mayor at the Council House 


THE Mayor of Walsall took an opportunity to thank ‘ex- Each was presented with an award by the Mayor and the 
ceptional volunteers’ from across the borough at her annu- evening’s host, comedy character Doreen Tipton, 
al Civic Awards ceremony. The Mayor also got to present two special awards to peo- 

The awards evening was held at Walsall Council House, pie she had hand-picked for recognition; Derek Jordan of 
giving Mayor Kath Phillips a chance to thank those who go Blakenhall for his litter picking and Ray and Eunice Dolan, 
the extra mile giving up their time to help others. also of Blakenhall, for the continued success of their chess 

Winners at this year’s ceremony include police officer club. 

Gary Bampfield for his work with the homeless, Anne Law- Councillor Kath Phillips, Mayor of Walsall, said: “We 
rence for her work to help wildlife on Stubbers Green, the had an absolutely brilliant evening and I am so glad that 
Bloxwich Cadets group leaders for their work with young everyone got the chance to have their incredible work rec- 
people and Jag Poselay for his fundraising efforts. ognised.” 


Row over centre sell-off 


COUNCIL bosses have 
agreed to sell off a mental 
health centre amid angry ob¬ 
jections from a group which 
uses the building. 

Walsall Council’s cabinet chiefs 
made the decision to dispose of 
Broadway North in Paddock, in a 
matter of minutes. 

It provoked heated scenes among 
dozens of people who had turned up to 
voice their opposition to it. 

The building, registered as an asset 
of community of value, is home to 
Adult Social Care services, Dudley and 
Walsall Mental Health NHS Trust and 


Park Hall Community Association. 
The council is expecting to rake in 
more than half a million pounds from 
any sale of the property. 

Three years ago a consortium of GPs 
expressed an interest to develop it into 
a medical centre.Now the Park Hall 
group, which provides various training 
schemes and luncheon clubs is facing 
eviction with nowhere to turn to. 

Speaking on their behalf Barbara 
Mccracken said at Thursday’s meet¬ 
ing: “Once it is gone, it is gone. There 
is nothing else in Paddock ward, there 
is no library to close or leisure centre 
to refurbish. All we have got is this 
plot of land. We want the council to 


carry on letting us use it for a pepper¬ 
corn rent.” But tempers flared on the 
night when Conservative councillors 
Rose Martin and Peter Washbrook, 
who represent Paddock, were denied 
the chance to speak on the matter 
having not formally registered their 
intention to do so. 

The latter told Council Leader Sean 
Coughlan (Lab) he would be ‘held in 
contempt’ by residents for not listen¬ 
ing to them. 

Councillor Coughlan said: “The 
issue of being held in contempt is 
nothing new to this role as a cabinet. 
We have to make difficult decisions. 
That’s where the power lies.” 
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“Our company is owned and run by local tradesmen 
meaning the work is carried out properly and on time. 
We strive to keep our prices as low as possible in order to 
keep within the budget of retired, disabled and working 
families which make up 95% of our customers. ” 


EXAMPLE FULL 
JOB FOR 

£3850 

90x90 Quadrant 
Cubicle with low 
level tray 

15 SQM Wall Tiles 
Tiled Floor 
Replacement Shower 
New Basin & WC 



l 


THIS WEEK’S 

DISABLED SPECIAL 

Are you having problems 
getting in and out of your 
bath? We will remove 
the bath and fit an easy 
access low level round, 
square or oblong cubicle 
and tile inside, supply a 
new replacement shower, 
a folding seat and grab rail 

ALL FOR ONLY 

£2150 



Extra discount for our retired 
& disabled customers 


We offer a free no obligation 
home visit and on the spot price 
within 48 hrs of your call 


39 Lichfield Road, Wednesfield, 
Wolverhampton WV11 1TW 01902 861908 
Showroom also at 
Unit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, 
Charterfield Drive, Kingswinford DY6 7SH 
01384 287222 
SHOWROOMS OPEN 9am-5pm 6 Days a Week 



^ ^ I r*T iT 30 years' experience of manufacturing high 

quality pvcu windows and door products 

Email: info@castlewindowswalsall.co.uk www.castlewindowswalsall.co.uk Fa ^ y 5pm e MontC U FH 

(Authorised and regulated by the financial Conduct Authority) Unit i, Fryers Close, Walsall. WS3 2XQ ^ 


(TERMS & CONDITIONS APPLY) 


FREEPHONE 0800 0355581 


We will beat any 
like for like quote 


FULL REPAIR SERVICE AVAILABLE 
CALL FOR MORE DETAILS 


Insulated compact 
electric roller door in 
white 2300mm wide x 
2300mm high overall 
sizes supplied and fitted 


Brompton Supply 
only with frame 


Supplied and 
fitted with frame 


Supply Only 


40mm insulated 
sectional door free 
painted colour choice 
free motor 

Supply only 


Horizontal Canopy Door 
Supplied only 


Supplied & fitted 


Supplied and fitted 


Frame 


'All doors are priced from and based on door sizes T wide x T or 6’ 6” high. All prices include VAT 

Open: Monday-Friday 9 am-5 pm, Saturday 10 am-3 pm 

email: stsgaragedoors@live.com www.stsgaragedoors.co.uk 

Cannock: Walsall: 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM: UNIT 2,EXCHANGE BUSINESS ESTATE, 

OFF CROSS STREET, BRIDGTOWN, CANNOCK WS11 OBW 


9 


The Chronicle Thursday, May 4, 2017 






































The Chronicle Thursday, May 4, 2017 



All aspects of arranging a 
Funeral for your loved one 



' 



At your service 24 Hours a day 
7 Days a Week 

Funerals from £950 

Our Values are simple: We believe in being 
open and transparent. 

We believe the most important people in 
our Funeral Home are your loved ones. 


• Home Visits & Arrangements 

• Private Chapel of Rest 

• 24 Hour Professional Support 

• Pre-Paid Funeral Plans Available 

• Chauffeur Service to our 
Funeral Home 

• Repatriation Service 


Complete Cremation Package 
Special Price currently £2600 

This can be purchased as part of a pre payment plan for £2,950 
Our Complete Funeral Package is designed to take away the hassle of 
comparing different plans and prices for the best value for money, This 
complete package covers everything you need to ensure your loved one 
has a beautiful send offwith floral tributes and orders of services as some 
of the extra’s included in this plan. 

Jennifer Ashe & Son Professional Fees: 

Bringing your loved one into our care 
Care of loved one in our Funeral Home 
Making all the arrangements for the Funeral - Date and time of 
Funeral to suit the family 

Funeral arrangements made in our Funeral Home or a venue of your choosing 
Free Chauffeur Service to our funeral home 
Preparation of loved one for viewing 
Viewing in our Private Chapel of Rest at any time to suit 
you - including out of hours 

Elegant Oak Effect Coffin suitable for Cremation or Burial 
New Style Jaguar Hearse to conveyyour loved one to the funeral 
New Style Jaguar Limousine to convey up to six mourners to the funeral. 
Funeral Director to lead the funeral 
A team of professional Pallbearers 
Limousine to return mourners to a venue of choice following 
the funeral service 
3ft Floral Coffin Spray 
30 x 4 page orders of service 
Scatter tube or Ashes Casket 
Doctors Medical Fees for Cremation Paperwork 
Use of Chapel at Crematorium for the Funeral Service 
Cremation Fees - Price based on Cremation at Lichfield Crematorium (Other 
Crematoriums available for an additional fee) 

A choice of Ordained Minister or Funeral Celebrant to lead the Funeral 

** This package can be tailored for a Burial if you wish - 
please speak to us for details ** 


Caring for you and your loved ones through the generations 


78 High Street, Brownhills, WS8 6EW 


Jennifer \she & Son 


01543 378 022 

wwwjafunerals.co.uk 


Flexibility key to Jennifer Ashe 
& Son's professional approach 



The frontage of the Jennifer Ashe & Son funeral director’s premises in Brownhills 


Commercial feature 

Since opening the door to their 
new funeral home in Brownhills, 
Jennifer Ashe & Son Funeral 
Directors have been supporting 
families from all areas of the 
West Midlands. 

Jennifer, son John and head funeral 
director and son-in-law Richard have 
been on hand to offer advice and 
support at what is for many a very 
traumatic time. 

Funerals can be a massive expense 
and for those who have not planned 
ahead, they leave their loved ones often 
struggling to find the money to pay for 
the funeral expenses. 

Jennifer, John and Richard were 
determined when they opened that 
they would not charge expensive rates 
for their professional services. 

Obituaries 

With this in mind Jennifer Ashe & 
Son’s funeral prices start at just £950 
for its Silver Package, £1450 for the 
Gold Package and £1950 for the 
Platinum Package, (excluding 3rd party 
fees). 

Funeral payments are broken down 
into two areas, the third party costs, 
such as crematorium, church, doctors, 
and minister’s fees, and extra’s like 
floral tributes and obituaries. The 
second part is the funeral director’s 
fees for the work they carry out. 

Whilst they can’t change the third 
party fees Jennifer Ashe & Son are 
passionate about offering affordable 
funerals without compromising on 
standard of care or the funeral itself. 

Some funeral directors have one 
set fee for their funeral packages, 
however, after doing its own research, 



Head funeral director, Richard 

the firm found that this doesn’t work for 
some families, they may not want the 
limousine that is built into the package 


they’re being offered, or there may be 
flowers factored into the plan when in 
fact the family have their own florist that 
they want to use. 

Most recently Jennifer Ashe & Son 
has also introduced an ‘all inclusive 
package’ priced at just £2600 for 
everything, from the funeral director’s 
fees right through to the cremation 
costs, orders of service, and other 
finishing touches that mean families 
don’t have to worry about the finer 
details. 

In line with its commitment to being 
open and transparent all the firm’s 
prices are published in the ‘Our Prices’ 
section of the ‘Arranging a Funeral’ 
page on its website: www.jafunerals. 
co.uk. 

Contact 01543 378022 and they will 
be able to advise you and guide you 
through the process. 


^SPRING 


Wooden 

Sheds 


/ Open 7 Days a Week 
s Old Buildings Removed 
S Base Laying Service 
S Asbestos Disposal 
S Free Quotations 

CONCRETE GARAGE ROOF 
REPLACEMENT SERVICE 




Concrete 

Garages 




Prices from ge^ery g^jvered 

6ft x 4ft £239 £274 
7ft x 5ft £269 £309 
8ft x 6ft £299 £344 


Fitted prices from 

Single Garage CQQ 

16ft x 8ft ICOO 


£3099 


Double Garage 
16ft x 16ft 


Summer 

Houses 


SSMM 



Log Cabins pVIEW 

& Garden Rooms 


MM Ft 


Fitted prices from 
7ft x 5ft £599 Verandah 
8ft x 6ft £725 Verandah 
8ft x 8ft £789 Verandah 


Fitting service available 
Wall Log 44mm T&G 
Double Glazed 
Insulated Options 


/Huge Range /Made To Measure Service /Lined & Insulated Options /Quality At Competitive Prices 


Show site (open 7 days): Tildasley Street, 
West Bromwich B70 9SJ (Next to Staples) 


Visit our website: 

www.bettabuildings.co.uk 


Call us now: 

0121 553 4682 


We make it 




Aqua Baths 

Your Bathroom, Your Way! 


10% OFF 

SUPPLY & FIT 


AN trades under 
one roof: 

• Bathroom Renovations 

• Plumbing • Tiling 

• Electrics • Plastering 

Visit our newly located 
showroom to view our 
wide range of 
bathroom products, 
styles and colours. 


Full Bathroom Suite 
- 1700 Bath with side 
waste and tap 
Basin and mono tap, 
pedestial, toilet and 
cistern 

£399 



Unit 1 Clothier Street, Willenhall, WV13 1 BE 
01902 637836 
aquabaths@outlook.com 

Visit us online at www.aquabathsinstallations.co.uk for more deals & offers 


Cl IR.ONICLL 



BUSINESS IN THIS SPACE 


To advertise within the Walsall Chronicle call our experienced 
sales team on 01922 444339 for more information 








































Students hit heights 
with Everest challenge 



Walsall Academy trek to the Everest base camp 



The team of intrepid explorers pose for the camera 


STUDENTS and teachers 
from a Black Country school 
have gone on an expedition 
to Everest base camp in Ne¬ 
pal to support the communi¬ 
ties left devastated after the 
2015 earthquake. 

A total of seven students and 
two teachers from Walsall Acad¬ 
emy, based on Lichfield Road in 
Bloxwich, Walsall, made the trip, 
and the school believes it is the 
first ever British state school to 
undertake an expedition to the 
base camp. 

The students spent 21 days in total 
trekking to base camp at 5,436 metres 
- a total of 91 miles. 

During their trek they visited the 
altitude medication centre at Periche 
and spent time with the Ghurka Ev¬ 
erest 2017 team who played a pivotal 
role in the rescue and aid efforts to 
the Khumbu and Langtang regions in 
2015 after the earthquake. 

Devastated 

The final few days for the expedition 
were spent in Kathmandu visiting the 
Dhurba Square - a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site which was devastated by 
the earthquake and is now the focus 
of a restoration project which will take 
many years using earthquake proof 
technologies. 

Student Isaac Marlow, who at 15 
was one of the youngest members on 
last month’s expedition, said: “After 
many months of planning and fund¬ 
raising it was a relief to set foot in 
Kathmandu but I had no idea of the 
challenges that awaited the team. 

“The trek up to base camp is not 
easy and it was only with the help of 
our Sherpa guides that we managed to 
all achieve our goal. I learnt so much 
about the people of Nepal and the re¬ 


cent challenges that they faced but I 
also learnt a great deal about myself 
and what I am capable of. 

“Altitude made the last few miles to 
base camp a massive hurdle but as we 
approached Paul Oakenfold, DJ, was 
on the decks completing the World’s 
Highest ever rave and we danced and 
cheered, it is a moment and feeling 
that I will never forget.” 


Jon Clarke, the shadow headteacher 
at Walsall Academy, added: “It is a 
massive achievement for anyone to 
reach Everest base camp but espe¬ 
cially a group of young people from 
Bloxwich. This group is a role model 
for others and clearly demonstrate 
that the youth of today have the skills 
needed to complete and succeed in 
huge challenges.” 




Get ready to race down to 
your local Brewers Fayre Walsall 
with this winning offer! 

We leave the competition standing thanks 
to our amazing daytime and evening value 
deals, full of freshly prepared favourites. 

You’ll love our family-friendly atmosphere 
and warm welcome, so take advantage of 
the added boost of buy one get one free 
on main meals'from our main menu. 

Why go anywhere else with all this on offer? 


CALL NOW E 


n > 

Brewers 

fayre 



Brewers Fayre Walsall 

Waterfront, Wolverhampton Street, WS2 8LR. 


Brewers Fayre is a member of the Whitbread group of companies, the parent of which is: Whitbread Group PLC 
(company number 0029423), PO Box 777, Dunstable, Bedfordshire LU5 5XE. Whitbread Group PLC registered in 
England and Wales No. 29423. 


USE THIS VOUCHER FOR A 

CHAMPION MEAL! 



2nd - 19th May 2017 

Promo code: 5598497187 


tTerms and Conditions: 

1. This voucher entitles the holder to one free main meal for every 
full priced main meal purchased from our main restaurant menu 
at the same time. The cheapest main meal is free. 2. Only one 
voucher is required per party, maximum party size 6. 3. Breakfast, 
Value Menus, Chefs Counter, Key Date Menus and Premier Inn 
Meal Deal excluded from this offer. Drinks are excluded from 
this offer. 4. This offer is valid all day Monday - Friday from 2nd 
to 19th May 2017. Weekends and Bank Holidays are excluded. 
5. Offer is only valid at Brewers Fayre Walsall. 6. This numeric 
voucher cannot be exchanged for cash, is non-transferable, must 
not be reproduced, copied or varied and cannot be used with other 
offers, promotions or vouchers including the Whitbread Privilege 
Card. 7. All rights remain with the promoter who reserves the right 
to withdraw the offer at any time and without prior notice. The 
decision of the Manager is final. Please visit brewersfayre.co.uk for 
full terms and conditions. 
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Walsall’s Manager Jon Whitney tees off during the contest Stan Petrov and John Hartson joke around First team players get set for the day to raise money for charity 



Chris Nicholls and Martin O’Connor at Walsall Golf Club Former Walsall winger John Hodge Current Saddlers midfielder, Kieron Morris, tries his luck on the putting green 


Saddlers chip in for charity 


WALSALL stars past and 
present took to the fairways 
to raise funds for leading 
cancer charity, The John 
Hartson Foundation. 

Former Baggies striker Hartson 
was diagnosed with testicular cancer 
back in 2009 with the disease going 
on to spread to his lungs and brain. 

But the Welshman defied the odds 
to beat the condition and has since 
raised more than £700,000 to help 


men who find themselves in a simi¬ 
lar position. 

Last Wednesday he was joined by a 
host of Saddlers stars including boss 
Jon Whitney and players Jason Mc¬ 
Carthy, Scott Laird, George Dobson, 
Liam Kinsella and Eoghan O’Connell 
at a fundraiser at Walsall Golf Club. 
Former players Michael Ricketts and 
Martin O’Connor also attended as 
well as ex-managers Kenny Hibbitt 
and Kenny Mower. 

“It’s great to be able to raise 


awareness of John’s charity,” Whit¬ 
ney said. 

“There has been a really good 
turnout. We’ve got players from the 
first-team squad. Ian Sharps (coach) 
is playing but Neil Cutler bottled it. 

Commercial 

“It’s a great cause and something 
we really need to highlight and it’s 
fantastic to see John and Stan Petrov 
because they have both done so much 
for charity.” 

Former Walsall midfielder Wayne 


Thomas - who is now commercial 
manager at the Banks’s Stadium 
- said he hopes the golf day will be¬ 
come an annual event. 

“It was our inaugural golf day and 
hopefully it was the first of many,” 
he said. 

“When I was a player we had a 
great golf day and it was something 
that when I came back I wanted to 
get going again. 

“Teams play with a current player 
or manager. We had 18 ex or current 


players plus John Hartson and Stan 
Petrov. 

“The players have been been fully 
supportive of it. 

“And you can’t underestimate how 
much the commercial partners and 
fans are looking forward to having 
three or four hours with a player. 

“Walsall Football Club has a great 
relationship with Walsall Golf Club 
because we sponsor the disabled golf 
events they run - so it was great to 
hold this there as well.” 


Drivers dogged 
by tailbacks as 
pooch on loose 

A DOG on the loose on the M5 caused tail¬ 
backs up to junction 3 as motorists were 
stuck in traffic for more than an hour. 

Images posted on social media showed 
traffic officers attempting to catch the dog, 
which was described as an Alsatian. 

Peter Wright, who is a lorry driver from 
Ludlow, was stuck in the traffic near junc¬ 
tion 2 Oldbury and junction 1 West Bro¬ 
mwich - when he managed to catch the 
wandering dog. 

He explained: “As I got on the motorway 
they had put the traffic officers there and 
signs up saying that there were animals on 
the loose. 

“I was expecting it to be horses or some¬ 
thing like that but then I spotted this dog 
running around my lorry. 

“I got out and managed to find this blue 
lead in my lorry and tied it around his neck. 

“He was quite a big dog and similar to 
an Alsatian and I managed to stand with 
him by the side of the motorway until the 
motorway patrol van arrived. 

“He was very friendly but a little tired 
from running up and down I think.” 

Highways England tweeted throughout 
the incident. 

They said: “Great news! Dog has been 
safely caught, preparations are being made 
to release the traffic #M5, both ways J2 + 
Jl. Long delays. 

“The dog’s ok, we’ve given him some fuss 
and he’s safely off the network.” 

Event to showcase 
anatomy at college 

A UNIQUE live experience will offer pu¬ 
pils from across Walsall an in-depth un¬ 
derstanding of the human anatomy and 
physiology. 

Anatomy Lab LIVE is a popular touring 
anatomy event which showcases how the 
human body works through an interactive 
live event. The latest tour will stop at Wal¬ 
sall College on May 10 and 11 from 6-10pm. 

Tickets are priced at £40. 

For more information or to book tickets 
visit www.thevivitexperience.co.uk/up- 
comingevents 




NOW OPEN! 


We will beat any like for like quote guaranteed! 


(llJUldAlUSi INTRODUCTORY! 
Hitt I Z3SD OFFERS 10% OFF! 


OWNERSHJP 


SOFAS 

3 Seat and 2 Seat Sofas 
from only £395 



BEDS & MATTRESSES 

Single Divan & Mattress 

from only £79 



FIRES & FIREPLACES 

Marble 'Paris' with fire fitted 

from £599 




FURNITURE 

Big range of bedroom and 
dining/ 
lounge 
furniture 

(Bedroom 
available in any 
colour and any 
size) 



k 


j 


Classic 

INTERIORS 


First Floor, 71 Park Road, OPENING HOURS 

Bloxwich WS3 3SW Monday-Friday9am-4.30pm 

Saturday 9am-4pm 

Tel: 01922 473880 Sunday Closed 


SAVE EEC's!!! 









































Lucky escape for teenage Igp 
couple in caravan blaze ^ 


A TEENAGE couple had a 
lucky escape when their car¬ 
avan was swept by fire in the 
early hours of last Tuesday. 

Fortunately they were woken by 
the blaze and fled before the car¬ 
avan, which was not fitted with a 
smoke detector, was engulfed in 
flames. 

Fire crews from Bloxwich and 
Aldridge Stations arrived at Wood¬ 
lands caravan site in Lime Lane, Pel- 
sall around 4.30am. 

Bloxwich Crew Commander Mat¬ 
thew Sullivan said afterwards: “The 
caravan was well alight when we ar¬ 
rived and the flames were threatening 
two brick built launderette buildings 
on either side. 

“The fire was already melting the 
fascia and was threatening the roof 
but we managed to stop it spreading. 
The two people who were sleeping in 
the caravan had a very lucky escape. 
One needed treatment at the scene for 
the effects of smoke inhalation but did 
not need to go to hospital.” 

Gutted 

Crews were at the scene for around 
90 minutes. West Midlands Fire Ser¬ 
vice have said that the blaze that gut¬ 
ted the caravan is being treated as 
accidental although the precise cause 
has still to be established. 

In recent months, there have been 
a spate of caravan fires in the Walsall 
area, with a number of arson inci¬ 
dents. 

Last month, two youths were ar¬ 
rested after a suspected arson attack 
in Pelsall. 

The caravan was believed to have 
been used on a building site on Spring 
Lane as a catering van for builders, 
however no-one was inside it at the 
time. The flames also spread to a 
nearby garden fence and shed. 



The aftermath of the blaze which was left gutted 


WET a q • i » Specialists in Bespoke Oak, Pine, Painted 

DI lid| IIm and Reclaimed Furniture 
nvfvniHVyjflfl 4 huge choice of quality Furniture in our 
I Ikv fantastic two storey showroom 



Deluxe Range Made From 100% Solid Oak | Zenn range made from 100% solid oak 

Shop online: www.britanniapine.co.uk Visit our SSBB shop: handcraftedfurnitureuk 
Britannia Pine, Unit 9B Watling Street, Business Park, Cannock, Staffordshire WS119XG 
Tel: 01543 379888 Email: info@britanniapine.co.uk 

Opening hours: Monday to Saturday 9am - 5pm; Sundays & Bank Holidays 10am - 4pm 

www.britanniapine.co.uk 


TJ HUGHES 

MILLION 

GIVEAWAY 



Spend £25 before 9th May 
and receive a £5 voucher off 
your next shop* 
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Bradford Mall, The Saddler Centre, Walsall 


tjhughes.co.uk 


E&OE 


*ln store or online between 10th-20th May. 

For full T’s & C’s visit www.tjhughes.co.uk/terms and conditions 
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The 1908 Wolves squad that won the FA cup, Billy Wooldridge is second row, fourth from left The rear of Billy’s 1908 FA Cup final medal 


A RARE piece of Wolves’ 
history from the club’s 
1908 FA Cup final win is 
being sold at auction. 

The 15 carat gold winner’s 
medal was presented to Billy 
Wooldridge, the then Wolves’ 
captain, following the 3-1 vic¬ 
tory over Newcastle United. 

More than a century later it is 
expected to fetch between £6,000 
and £8,000 when it goes under the 
hammer next month. 

The victory was the club’s second 
in the FA Cup and came 46 years 
before Wolves were first crowned 
First Division champions. The 
medal is in a good condition and 
an engraving on the back features 


MEMORY LANE 


By Robert Cox 


the skipper’s name. It currently 
belongs to Shirley Burn, from Li¬ 
chfield, who said she bought it from 
Wooldridge’s grandson in 1979. 

“My late husband and I had a 
shop in Birmingham and one day 
Billy Wooldridge’s grandson came 
and said ‘do you want it, I have de¬ 
cided to sell it,”’ she explained. 

“It was quite sad really. My late 
husband was a lifelong fan and he 
tried to talk the guy out of it. He 
told him it was such an important 
piece of history. But the man would 
not be convinced and we bought it 
off him.” After Mrs Burn’s late 


husband died in 1994 she loaned it 
to Wolves and for 21 years it held 
pride of place in the club’s mu¬ 
seum. But now the 57-year-old has 
decided to sell the medal, which 
comes complete with its original 
box. 

Billy Wooldridge was born in 
Netherton in 1878 and went on to 
make 356 appearances for Wolves, 
scoring 90 goals in 12 years at Mo- 
lineux. 

An entry in ‘The Wolves’ ency¬ 
clopaedia published in 1989, reads: 
“Billy was a wonderful servant to 
Wolves - a player who was never 
flurried, never overawed, and 
one who never gave less than 100 
per cent effort out on the park, 
whether performing in defence or 
attack. He played centre-half be¬ 


tween Hunt and Bishop in the 1908 
FA Cup Final, skippering Wolves to 
a memorable victory. With his thick 
black moustache, ‘Wooly’ was a com¬ 
manding figure in the team.” 

When Wolves won the FA Cup in 
1908 there were only two divisions 
in English football, each with 20 
teams. Cup favourites Newcastle fin¬ 
ished fourth in the first division and 
Wolves finished ninth in division two. 

The club had first lifted the trophy 
in 1893 and have won the competi¬ 
tion on a total of four occasions with 
further success in 1949 and 1960. 

Billy Wooldridge’s winner’s medal 
will go under the hammer through 
Graham Budd Auctions at Sotheby’s 
in London on May 16. Mr Budd, said: 
“It is a very rare medal and hopefully 
it will make a good price.” 



A postcard of the victorious 1908 Wolves team featuring captain Billy Wooldridge 


Visit on our open days 
see for yourself 



To find out more, call free on 0800 882 1766 
or visit mccarthyandstone.co.uk/westmidlands 


V 

McCarthy & Stone 

The UK’s leading retirement housebuilder 


Come and see how a McCarthy & Stone retirement apartment 
can surpass your expectations. Pop along to one of our open 
days on 10 May between 11am and 4pm at Kilhendre Court, 
Walsall or Alder House, Aldridge and see for yourself. 

/ Homeowners’ lounge / Camera entry system 
/ House Manager / Guest suite 

/ Beautiful gardens / 24 hour call system 


Plus we have two great offers for you to choose from; 

Smooth Move t scheme includes £2,500 towards estate agent fees 
and £1,000 towards legal fees. Stamp Duty available on selected 
apartments for a limited period at Kilhendre Court. 

Or you can choose to Part Exchange A your home, whether you are 
trading up or down. 

Alder House - Selling fast 

Leighswood Road, Aldridge WS9 8AS 

1 and 2 bedroom apartments priced from £168,000 to £287,000* 

Kilhendre Court - New prices 

Broadway North, Walsall WS1 2QJ 

1 and 2 bedroom apartments priced from £155,000 to £245,450* 

Open Tuesday to Saturday 10.30am to 5.00pm 


★★★★★ 



Terms and conditions apply. fSmooth Move - Recommended estate agents and solicitors must be used in order to qualify. Estate Agent fees paid up to £2,500 including VAT. Solicitors fees paid up to £1,000 inc. VAT. Stamp Duty included in 
Smooth Move package at Kilhendre Court only for a reservation by 31.05.2017. Stamp duty and legal costs will be deducted from the amount payable on completion. Stamp duty only paid at the Single Property Rate. Offer may be withdrawn at 
any time. A Agreement is subject to survey, contract and the terms and conditions of the Part Exchange company. Part Exchange is capped at £350,000 for your property; any amount over this limit is subject to negotiation. Each offer not available 

in conjunction with any offer or promotion. Offers may be withdrawn at any time. Trices subject to availability. LP-MW-WCH-AR-ZZZZ-ZZ 





















15 



VOTE MAY 4TH 


WEST MIDLANDS 

COMBINED AUTHORITY 


MAYORAL 

ELECTION 


BE PART OF HISTORY 


FOR A MORE PROSPEROUS WEST MIDLANDS 


Our first Mayor will work to move more powers and 
responsibilities from Westminster to the West Midlands 
to help provide more jobs, more homes, better transport 
and greater prosperity for everyone. 

Visit wmcaelects.co.uk for more information. 
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From a simple door swap to a 
full replacement kitchen... 




Have you always wanted the kitchen of your dreams, but can't quite 
justify paying the expensive price tag that comes with it? 

Now you can by just swapping the doors and worktops. 

Trusted reputation 
FREE estimating & planning 

Huge choice of worktops, doors, appliances, sinks & taps 

DREAM DOORS " ® 

NEW LIFE FOR OLD KITCHENS BBS 

Call today for a FREE estimate: 01922 896241 


Visit our showroom: 14 Beacon Buildings, Leighswood Road, 
proud members of Aldridge, Walsall WS9 8AA 


r Checkatrade.conri 

Where tepixatxm i inner 
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Fully air ciraltioned 
and secure parking 


Bring your own alcoholic 
drinks s^tdrinks available 

jflfe "TlrfiTTlTy ""i 
customer reviews 


FREE delivei^y 

Minimum ordfrffilO within 3 mile radius 


123 Wolverhampton Road, Pelsall WS3 4AD 
Tel: 01922 685 550 or 01922 682 516 Open 7 days a week from 5pm 

Booking recommended WWW.Sllltancottage.CO.uk 
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Another suitcase, another hall 
Evita hits the Grand stage 


Leading lights - Emma Hatton 
and Gian Marco Schiaretti 


SCENIC 


SCOTLAND 

£255 

COACH BREAK TO SCOTLAND 

LOCH AWE HOTEL 

TripAdvisor 

ARGYLLSHIRE 


THURSDAY 1 st 

JUNE 


A 5 day holiday staying at our Loch Tummel 
Hotel. There will be a visit to some of Scotland's 
finest Castles and Gardens - Branklyn Gardens, 
Falkland Palace and Gardens, Blair Castle and 
their Hercules Gardens & Drummond Castle 
Gardens. 


TOUR INCLUDES 


4 nights half board. Nightly entertainment. Excursions. 

PICKUP FROM 


Birmingham, Smethwick, West Bromwich, Dudley, 

Wolverhampton, Walsall 


LOCHS.COM 
01389 713713 

LOCHS 
^ GLENS 

HOLIDAYS 


LOCHS & GLENS HOLIDAYS, SCHOOL ROAD, GARTOCHARN, G83 8RW 



at 

Warwickshire's 


www.warwickshire.gov.uk/park 


Organised events & activities throughout the year 

• Great value parking permits for access all year 

• Adventure play areas 

• Trim Trail Fitness at Kingsbury Water Park 

• Fishery at Kingsbury Water Park 

• Waymarked walking routes 



• Kids adventure birthday parties 


• Volunteering opportunities 1 Search for Kingsbury Water Park 


or Ryton Pools Country Park 

• Room hire available ■ follow us on Twitter @countrypark 



National Memorial Arboretum 

Alrewas DEI 3 7AR 

Saturday 13 th Mayioam-4pm 

Free entry (charge to park) 


www.planthuntersfairs.co.uk 



To advertise in this space 


please call 

Sharon Oscar 01543 465335 or 
Debbie Tavner 01543 465333 


Don't cry for me, 
Wolverhamoton 



I t took Emma Hatton approximately 
0.1 seconds to make a decision 
when she was asked to play the 
lead role in Evita. The actress and 
singer, best known for playing 
Elphaba in the West End production 
of Wicked, jumped at the chance to 
lead the line. 

Having starred in major musicals, playing Donna in 
Dreamboats and Petticoats, she was thrilled to playing 
the lead in one of the greatest musicals of all. 

Bill Kenwright’s production of Tim Rice 
and Andrew Lloyd-Webber’s Evita is on 
the road following its smash hit run at 
London’s Dominion Theatre. It will reach 
Wolverhampton’s Grand Theatre on 
Tuesday and play until May 13. 

Telling the story of Eva Peron, wife 
of former Argentine dictator Juan Peron, 

Evita follows Eva’s journey from humble 
beginnings through to extraordinary wealth 
power and iconic status. She is ultimately 
heralded as the ‘spiritual leader of the 
nation’ by the Argentine people. 

Starring two of musical theatre’s 
most outstanding leading 
performers; Emma and Gian 
Marco Schiaretti, who is 
embarking on his first UK 
tour having played the title 
role in Disney’s production 
of Tarzan, audiences 
can anticipate a five-star 
performance. 

Evita has more than 20 
major awards to its credit 
and the Oscar-winning film 
version starred Madonna 
and Antonio Banderas. It 
features some of the most 
iconic songs in musical 
theatre, including Don’t Cry 
For Me Argentina, On This 
Night of a Thousand Stars, 

You Must Love Me, and Another 
Suitcase in Another Hall. 

Emma has enjoyed picking up 


the baton and enjoys every performance. It’s one of the 
most iconic roles in musical theatre. It didn’t take me very 
long to say yes to that. I’ve never done anything like this 
before. 

“I’d never seen a production of it but had watched the 
film many years ago. It was nice to come into the project. 

I knew the bare bones of it and had a grasp of what it was 
about. I’ve had the opportunity to learn so much about 
her story and the Argentinian history but I wasn’t familiar 
with a lot of it before.” 

That knowledge gap proved advantageous to 
Emma , who was able to originate her character from 
scratch - rather than trying to imitate another actress’s 
performance. 

“Because I haven’t seen any of the productions, I don’t 
have anything else to go on. I’m stepping into quite big 
shoes with the people who have played it before. But 
it would be detrimental to think too much about what 
they’ve done. I don’t want to be caught up on others, I’d 
lose my confidence slightly. By approaching it myself, 
it’s completely my own take.” 


FICTIONAL 

Emma has led a varied career, playing in 

Dreamboats, We Will Rock You, Wicked 
and more. Her roles in Wicked and 
We Will Rock You won her a slew 
of Award nominations. But she’s 
enjoyed getting her teeth into a 
real character, rather than a 
fictional one. 

“I think it’s a very well 
known show that was very 
well written and is well 
loved. To portray a real life 
character is a privilege 
and something to be 
respected. And both 
vocally and in terms 
of acting, it’s been a 
massive challenge. I took 
the role as much to see 
whether I could do it or 
not. I like a challenge. It’s 
something very different to 
what I’ve done before. From 
a performing perspective, it’s 
important for people to see I’m 
versatile. Hopefully that will lead to 
a longer career.” 


I took the role to 
see whether I could 
do it or not... 
I like a challenge 


The responses from theatre audiences up and down 
the country has been ecstatic. Emma’s been revelling 
in the joy that her characterisation has bought. “I didn’t 
realise how loved this show was. 

“The audiences have been very full houses and seem 
to really love the show. You feel that warmth from the 
show. Long may that last.” 

And yet Emma will be keen to do something different 
at the end of Evita’s present run. While she lives and 
breathes every moment, she’s tied to the diversity that’s 
present in her career and relishes taking on different 
roles. 

“I was the original cast for Dreamboats. I got to work 
with the writers and worked closely with them on the 
characterisation and the script. The music of that era was 
so gorgeous and then moving on to do We Will Rock You, 
then Wicked, gave me the opportunity to do something 
different. I enjoy that. 

“I think there’s a difference between being in the 
West End and being on the road. The routine is very 
different and the discipline has to be a lot stronger on 
tour because of the travelling and what it takes out of your 
body. To be on the road, you’re living out of a suitcase 
and are away from your family. You need more strength 
of character. You’re away from loved ones and your own 
bed. But you get to go to your beautiful cities and see 
beautiful theatres. And every part of the UK and Europe 
has a very different vibe. 

“I hadn’t toured for a while so I was ready to get on the 
road and show the UK what we’re about.” 

Another suitcase another hall. Emma’s role in Evita is 
the classic case of life imitating art. 

• For more entertainment news and reviews see The 
Ticket in your Express & Star every Friday. 
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Rock on, Tommy as 
musical makes return 


The Who’s epic, award-winning musical, 
Tommy rocks into Birmingham Repertory 
Theatre later this month. 

Directed by Kerry Michael, it features two new songs 
written exclusively for the new tour by The Who’s 
guitarist and lyricist Pete Townshend. 

Based on the iconic 1969 rock concept album, 
Tommy is the tale of the pinball-playing boy, an 
exhilarating story of hope, healing, and the human 
spirit which has entertained for more than 40 years. 

The cast of 22 includes Peter Straker as the Acid 
Queen, alongside an inclusive cast of deaf and 
disabled and non-disabled actors. 

The production will feature a new version of 
Amazing Journey to open the show and a brand new 
song, Acid Queen 2 for Act Two alongside classics 
Tommy Can You Hear Me, I’m Free, See Me Feel Me 


and Pinball Wizard. The production follows young 
Tommy after he witnesses the murder of his father by 
his mother’s lover. Traumatised, he chooses to stop 
communicating with the outside world as he grows 
up in post-Second World War England, where he 
suffers abuse from relatives and others in the wider 
community. But as an adolescent, Tommy’s life begins 
to change when he finds salvation in playing pinball. 

In this new staging every performance features 
a creative use of audio description, captioning and 
British Sign Language interpretation. 

Tommy plays at Birmingham Repertory Theatre 
from May 17 to 27 with show times at 7.30pm Monday 
to Saturday and matinees at 2pm on Thursday and 
and Saturday. Tickets start from £15. Book online at 
birmingham-rep.co.uk or via the box office on 0121 236 
4455. 


Richardson the 
daddy of comics 



With a two-month old daughter, 
stand-up comic Jon Richardson 
admits that life at home is very 
chaotic at the minute. 

So the proud new father believes 
this is the perfect time to be going 
on tour. “Gigs have become very 
cathartic for me, as things are so 
hectic at home,” he said. 

For him, being on stage is now 
the equivalent of going to the pub 
or the cinema. 

“Our baby is only two months 
old, so it’s obviously the perfect 
time for me to be leaving home for 
several weeks,” said the funnyman. 

“It has to be said, I’m not terribly 
popular at home. But I’m assuming 
that by the time I get back home, 
my daughter will be toilet-trained, 
capable of dressing herself and 


able to drive.” Richardson’s new 
show, Old Man - a follow up to 
Funny Magnet and Nidiot - is 
packed with reflections on the trials 
and tribulations of new fatherhood. 

He even discloses some of the 
more bizarre incidents that have 
occurred since the new arrival. 

One of Jon’s main worries is 
that his daughter will grow up 
resembling him. “What I’m dreading 
is raising her to be like me,” he 
says. “If I hear her saying, ‘I can’t 
eat that chip because it’s touched 
those baked beans’, I’ll know she 
got too much of me in her!” 

He adds: “I’m determined not to 
talk about my baby in a way that’s 
alienating. 

But it’s been such a big change 
in my life that I can’t not talk about 


it. It’s also nice to have something 
new to stress about.” 

The comedian, who has starred 
on such TV shows as 8 out of 10 
Cats Does Countdown, Have I 
Got News For You, Live At The 
Apollo, Channel 4’s Comedy Gala 
Live At The 02 and more recently 
Taskmaster on Dave has been 
attracting a host of critical plaudits 
and performs at Birmingham’s 
Hippodrome tonight (Thursday). 

But, much as he loves touring, 
Richardson reveals: “I’ll have a 
break over the summer. People 
would rather be out in the sun than 
inside listening to a whingeing 
moron!” 

For tickets, call 0844 338 5000 or 
visit www.birminghamhippodrome. 
com 


Adam ready to 
Stand And Deliver 

heartthrob is back in the 
leather jacket and ready 

to Stand And Deliver M \ 

at the Symphony Hall, Mg 1 

Birmingham, with back- I 

to-back gigs on May 12 W * Wf f 

V / 

The King of the f 

Wild Frontier will be 
performing the hits, 
such as Ant Music and 

Prince Charming on his Anthems: The Singles 
Tour, and also promises a few lesser known tracks 
for the hardcore fans and some of his personal 
favourites. 


Give your Verdict on 
courtroom drama 

Former Casualty star Clive Mantle and Jack Shepherd 
of Wycliffe fame star in courtroom thriller The Verdict 
at Wolverhampton’s Grand Theatre this week. 

Made famous by the Oscar-nominated Sidney 
Lumet film starring Paul Newman, Charlotte Rampling 
and James Mason, it opened on Tuesday and runs 
until Saturday. Book on 01902 429212 or at www. 
grandtheatre.co.uk 

Elsewhere, comedians Omid Djalili and Micky 
Flanagan perform in Birmingham. Djalili is at the 
Symphony Hall tomorrow night (Friday), with 
Flanagan at the Barclaycard Arena from May 18 to 20. 
Also in the Second City, the Robert Cray Band 
performs on Sunday night, Procul Harum are at the 
Town Hall on May 11 and Adam Ant at the Symphony 
Hall on May 12 and 13. 


ENTERTAINMENT 

CANNOCK CHASE 

atthe PRINCE OF WALES THEATRE 


MAY 


BRINGING ON BACK 
THE 60 S 


Friday 
26 May 
7.30pm 
£19.50 



JUNE 


CREEDS CROSS 

Thursday 
22 June 
7.30pm 
£19.50 



RUBY TURNER 


FOREVER JACKSON 


Sunday 
28 May 
8.00pm 
£20 



Friday 
30 June 
7.30pm 
£20 




X 

Cannock 

//Chase 

Box Office 

Inspiring 

healthy 

01543 578 762 

lifestyles 

COUNCIL 

tickets.princeofwales.live 


Ticket 



Friday 5th May 2017 


■ 
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£6 Adv £8 on door 


Saturday 6th May 2017 


Saturday 13th May 



To advertise 
in this space 
please call 

Sharon Oscar 
01543 465335 
or Debbie Tavner 
01543 465333 


FUNCTION ROOM AVAILABLE - DISCOUNTED RATES 

Saturday 27th May Friday 19th May 2017 Saturday 3rd June 
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Greenlab Pest Control Ltd 

A Local Established Company 
■ Wasps Ants 
Fleas Bedbugs 
Flies Rats/Mice 
Free Quotations 
B.P.C.A. Accredited 
CEPA Certified 


IH: 01902 475121 
Freephone - 0800 953 0093 
Mobile: 07913 355290 
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CHOICE 



Peter Capaldi 


Doctor Who 
(BBC1, 7.20pm) 

Bill and some of her friends 
decide to move in together, and 
find what seems to be the 
perfect house. However, the 
absurdly cheap rent, and a 
decidedly creepy landlord 
(played by guest star David 
Suchet) suggest that domestic 
bliss might not yet be on the 
cards. The Doctor believes 
something is seriously wrong 
with his assistant's new home, 
plagued as it is with strange 
drafts and oddly creaky 
floorboards, and that's without 
considering the ominous tower 
found at the very heart of the 
building - one that doesn't 
seem to have an entrance. 
Peter Capaldi and Pearl Mackie 
star, with Matt Lucas. 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 Mary Berry’s Absolute 
Favourites. (R) 12.00 Football Focus. 

I. 00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 Usain 
Bolt: The Final Chapter. 1.45 Athletics: 
Diamond League Qatar Highlights. 2.45 
Bargain Hunt. (R) 3.45 Escape to the 
Country. (R) 4.30 Final Score. 5.30 Who 
Dares Wins. 

6.10 BBC News. 

6.20 Regional Programme. 

6.30 Pointless Celebrities. Richard 
Park, David Grant, Ben Forster, 
Danielle Hope, Patti Boulaye, Nina 
Myskow, Jamie Raven, and 
Ashleigh and Pudsey take part in a 
talent-show themed edition of the 
quiz. 

7.20 Doctor Who. Bill moves into a new 
house with her friends, complete 
with creaking floorboards, a 
creepy landlord, and a strangely 
inaccessible tower at its heart. 
Guest starring David Suchet. 

8.05 Casualty. Louise confronts Jez 
about his infidelity, but when he 
comes clean and reveals his secret 
squeeze is Mickey, she is left 
stunned. A revelation about the 
events of the previous week leaves 
Ethan reeling, and Charlie makes it 
is personal mission to restore the 
spirits of everyone in the ED. 

9.00 Michael McIntyre: Happy & 

Glorious. A chance to see a show 
from the popular stand-up star’s 
2015 tour of the UK and Ireland, 
recorded as-live at the 02 in 
London. Returning to a venue he 
has visited 27 times in the past, 
more than any other artist in the 
world, Michael showcases his 
particular brand of wit, taking aim 
once again at some of the 
absurdities of everyday life. 

10.00 BBC News; Weather.; National 
Lottery Update. 

10.20 Match of the Day. Gary Lineker 
presents highlights of the latest 
Premier League matches, 
including Swansea City v Everton 
at the Liberty Stadium and Hull 
City v Sunderland at the KCOM 
Stadium. 

II. 40 Murder in Successville. A 

radioactive monster seems to be 
on the loose in Successville, and 
Dl Sleet enlists the aid of new 
assistant Lorraine Kelly to get to 
the bottom of the mystery. 

12.10 Film: Flatliners. (1990) 2.00 
Weather for the Week Ahead. 2.05 BBC 
News. 


SATURDAY’S TV 



6.25 Film: That’s Entertainment! III. 
(1994) 8.20 Talking Pictures: Musicals. 
(R) 9.05 Film: Silk Stockings. (1957) 
11.00 Monty Flails’ Great Hebridean 
Escape. (R) 12.00 Great British Menu. 

(R) 12.30 Great British Menu. (R) 1.00 
Great British Menu. (R) 1.30 Film: 4 for 
Texas. (1963) Comedy Western, starring 
Dean Martin and Frank Sinatra. 3.20 
Trust Me, I’m A Vet. (R) 4.20 Flog It! (R) 
4.55 Gardeners’World. (R) 5.25 
Springwatch in Japan: Cherry Blossom 
Time. (R) 

6.25 Japan’s Northern Wilderness. 

Part one of two. Naturalist Steve 
Backshall and two-time Olympic 
gold medal-winning rower Helen 
Glover explore the landscapes and 
culture of northern Japan. 

7.20 Trump on Culture: Brave New 
World? Alastair Sooke visits the 
US to investigate what impact 
President Donald Trump’s plans to 
scrap federal funding for the arts 
might have on the nation’s cultural 
landscape. 

8.00 Grand Tours of Scotland. Paul 
Murton explores the rise of the 
seaside as a popular tourist 
destination, travelling from St 
Andrews via the Firth of Forth to 
North Berwick and Edinburgh. 

Last in the series. 

8.30 Dad’s Army. The men of the 
Walmington-on-Sea Home Guard 
platoon take charge when a large 
naval gun is delivered to the 
church hall. Classic comedy, 
starring Arthur Lowe and John Le 
Mesurier. (R) 

9.00 Film: Nightcrawler. (2014) 
Premiere. A cynical petty crook 
is inspired when he sees a 
freelance camera crew, and 
decides to go into business filming 
crime scenes and accidents, then 
selling the footage to news 
broadcasters. His determination to 
stay ahead of the competition 
leads him down a dark path as his 
methods become increasingly 
ruthless. Crime drama, starring 
Jake Gyllenhaal, Rene Russo and 
Bill Paxton. 

10.50 Ql XL. Jimmy Carr, Aisling Bea 
and Danny Bhoy compete 
alongside resident panellist Alan 
Davies, as question master 
Stephen Fry muddles through the 
middle show of the middle series. 

11.35 Versailles; (R) Inside Versailles. 

12.35 Film: The Big Kahuna. (1999) 

2.00 This Is BBC Two. 


6.00 CITV: Bottom Knocker Street. 6.10 
Bottom Knocker Street. (R) 6.25 Sooty. 
(R) 6.35 Signed Stories: Share a Story. 
(R) 6.40 Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures. 

(R) 6.50 Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures. 

(R) 7.00 Oddbods. (R) 7.05 Marvel 
Avengers Assemble. (R) 7.30 
Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 7.55 NinjaGo: 
Masters of Spinjitzu. (R) 8.25 ITV News. 

8.30 Weekend. 9.25 ITV Racing: The 
Opening Show. 10.20 Judge Rinder. (R) 
11.20 Tipping Point. (R) 12.20 ITV 
News; Weather. 12.25 Bigheads. (R) 

1.30 ITV Racing: Live from Newmarket. 
Coverage of today’s race meetings at 
Newmarket and Goodwood. 4.00 Paul 
O’Grady: For the Love of Dogs. (R) 4.30 
Catchphrase. (R) 5.15 Britain’s Got More 
Talent. 

6.15 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.25 ITV News; Weather. 

6.45 Take Me Out. A firefighter, a 
barber, a test driver and a gym 
instructor enter the “love lift” in 
the hope of impressing 30 single 
women and winning a date - but 
they must first get the female 
participants to keep their lights on 
as a sign of approval. 

8.00 Britain’s Got Talent. Another 
selection of would-be stars are 
given a chance to demonstrate 
their unique talents, as the fourth 
round of auditions gets under way. 
As always, Simon Cowell, Amanda 
Holden, David Walliams and 
Alesha Dixon will beckon each act 
into the spotlight, where they must 
show off their skills to the best of 
their ability if they are to secure the 
panel’s attention and win a place in 
the next round of the contest. 
However, for those performers 
whose skits capture the hearts of 
either the judges, or Ant and Dec, a 
simple tap of the golden buzzer 
could see them progress straight 
through to the live shows. 

9.15 The Keith and Paddy Picture 
Show. New series. Keith Lemon 
and Paddy McGuinness remake 
Hollywood movies, and begin by 
casting Jessica Hynes, Larry 
Lamb, John Barrowman and 
Kimberly Wyatt in Dirty Dancing. 

9.45 Film: The 40 Year-Old Virgin. 
(2005) Comedy, starring Steve 
Carell and Catherine Keener. 

10.45 ITV News; Weather. 

11.05 Film: The 40 Year-Old Virgin. 
(2005) Continued. 

12.15 Jackpot247. 3.00 Who’s Doing the 
Dishes? (R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 


6.15 Mobil 1 The Grid. 6.40 Motor Sport: 
British GT. 7.10 The King of Queens. (R) 

7.35 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 
8.00 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 
8.25 Frasier. (R) 8.55 Frasier. (R) 9.25 
The Big Bang Theory. (R) 9.55 The Big 
Bang Theory. (R) 10.25 The Simpsons. 
(R) 10.55 The Simpsons. (R) 11.30 The 
Simpsons. (R) 12.00 Ramsay’s Kitchen 
Nightmares USA. (R) 12.55 Come Dine 
with Me. (R) 1.25 Come Dine with Me. 
(R) 1.55 Come Dine with Me. (R) 2.30 
Come Dine with Me. (R) 3.00 Come Dine 
with Me. (R) 3.35 A Place in the Sun: 
Summer Sun. (R) 4.35 Big House, Little 
House. 5.35 Location, Location, 

Location. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 The Restoration Man. George 
Clarke revisits Dave and Margaret 
Hedley for a second time, hoping 
to see what progress has been 
made on their ambitious plan to 
restore a derelict 17th-century 
water mill in Northumberland. 

After eight years toiling away at the 
project, Dave and Margaret have 
seen off historic levels of flooding 
and a devastating illness, and have 
hand-built a working replica of the 
mill’s old water wheel. In the 
threshing barn, the pair’s 
impeccable restoration work is on 
full display, and George discovers 
how the water wheel is about to 
take on a new purpose for the 21 st 
century. 

8.00 Walking Through Time. 

Palaeobiologist Dr Tori Herridge 
and Professor Adrian Lister visit 
Shropshire to discuss analysis 
into the remains of five mammoths 
found in a quarry in 1986. (R) 

9.00 Film: The Fault in Our Stars. 
(2014) Premiere. Indianapolis 
teenager Hazel has terminal 
thyroid cancer and attends a 
patients’ support group, where 
she meets fellow teen Gus, who 
lost a leg to the disease. The two 
fall in love and a shared passion 
for books leads them on a literary 
pilgrimage to Amsterdam in 
search of reclusive author Peter 
van Houten. Romantic drama 
based on the bestselling novel by 
John Green, starring Shailene 
Woodley, Ansel Elgort, Laura Dern 
and Willem Dafoe. 

11. 35 Film: Ghost. (1990) Romantic 
fantasy, starring Demi Moore. 

1.45 The 80s: Ten Years That Changed 
Britain. (R) 3.05 Hollyoaks. (R) 5.05 
Jamie’s Comfort Food. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake! 10.00 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.35 Access. (R) 
10.40 Caught on Camera. (R) 11.00 
Police Interceptors. (R) 12.00 On 
Benefits: The Bargain Queen. (R) 1.00 
On Benefits: Breadline Brummies. (R) 
2.00 On Benefits: Cash-Strapped 
Couples. (R) 3.00 The Nightmare 
Neighbour Next Door. (R) 4.00 The 
Nightmare Neighbour Next Door. (R) 

5.00 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. (R) 
6.00 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. 

The agents chase £4,500 owed to 
a shipping company by a car parts 
dealer in Lancashire, and in east 
London, the officers try to collect 
over £2,000 owed to a housing 
association. (R) 

6.55 5 News Weekend. 

7.00 NCIS: Los Angeles. The FBI’s 
domestic terrorist task force steps 
in to help the team when a former 
marine is suspected of creating a 
chemical bomb. 

7.45 NCIS. A US Navy Public Affairs 
Officer is killed, and when the team 
takes up the case, both the man’s 
wife and his mistress emerge as 
potential suspects. Each woman 
offering a very different take on the 
chain of events that led to the 
murder, and the investigators are 
forced to decide which of the two 
is telling the truth. Meanwhile, 
DiNozzo’s father comes to the aid 
of a homeless woman, who makes 
a surprising claim about his 
relationship with her. Guest 
starring Robert Wagner. 

8.45 Film: Robin Hood: Prince of 
Thieves. (1991) An English 
nobleman returns home from the 
crusades to find his father has 
been murdered and the local 
people are repressed by the 
tyrannical rule of the Sheriff of 
Nottingham. Branded an outlaw, 
he recruits a group of bandits to 
fight for justice and protect the 
downtrodden. Action adventure, 
starring Kevin Costner, Alan 
Rickman and Morgan Freeman. 
Edited for violence and language. 
Includes a 5 News Update at 
9.45pm. 

11.45 Football on 5: Goal Rush. Action 
from the final fixtures of the 
regular season in League Two, 
including Luton Town v 
Morecambe, Hartlepool United v 
Doncaster Rovers, and Newport 
County v Notts County. 

12.15 SuperCasino. 3.10 Film: Beyond a 
Reasonable Doubt. (2009) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 Dan Cruickshank: At Home with the 
British 8.00 The BBC at War 9.00 
Hinterland 10.30 Top of the Pops: 1983 

11.45 Genesis: Together & Apart 1.20 
TOTP2: Genesis 2.05 Prog at the BBC 
3.05 Sounds of the Eighties 3.30 Close 
ITV2 

11.05 Britain’s Got Talent 12.25 Britain’s 
Got More Talent 1.25 Take Me Out 2.40 
Take Me Out-The Gossip 3.40 You’ve 
Been Framed! 4.10 Film: Nanny McPhee 
and the Big Bang (2010) 5.10 FYI Daily 

5.15 Film: Nanny McPhee and the Big 
Bang (2010) 6.25 Film: Paul Blart: Mall 
Cop (2009) 7.25 FYI Daily 7.30 Film: 
Paul Blart: Mall Cop (2009)8.15 
Scorpion 9.15 Britain’s Got More Talent 

10.20 Celebrity Juice 11.20 Family Guy 
12.50 Film: Delivery Man (2013) 1.55 
FYI Daily 2.00 Film: Delivery Man (2013) 

2.45 The Hot Desk: The Vamps 2.55 
Teleshopping 5.55 ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

12.50 Wycliffe 1.55 Lewis 5.55 
Rosemary & Thyme 7.00 Midsomer 
Murders 9.00 Foyle’s War 11.00 Law& 
Order: UK 2.00 ITV3 Nightscreen 2.30 
Teleshopping 
ITV4 

11.00 British Superbike Championship 
Highlights 12.05 Road Racing Series 

I. 10 Film: Superman (1978) 2.10 FYI 
Daily 2.15 Film: Superman (1978) 4.05 
The Car Chasers 5.05 Pawn Stars 6.05 
Storage Wars 7.05 The Sweeney 8.05 
Better Late Than Never 9.00 Film: Lethal 
Weapon 4 (1998) 10.05 FYI Daily 10.10 
Film: Lethal Weapon 4 (1998) 11.30 
Film: American Gangster (2007) 12.30 
FYI Daily 12.35 Film: American Gangster 
(2007) 2.35 The Car Chasers 3.00 
Teleshopping 

E4 

II. 00 The Goldbergs 12.30 Film: Astro 
Boy (2009) 2.15 Film: The Net (1995) 
4.30 The Big Bang Theory 9.00 Film: 
Hanna (2011) 11.10 Gogglebox 1.20 
Rude Tube 2.25 Tattoo Fixers 3.20 
Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD 4.05 How I 
Met Your Mother 4.45 Black-ish 5.05 
Charmed 

Film4 

11.00 The Rugrats Movie (1999) 1.00 Dr 
Seuss’ The Lorax (2012) 2.40 Short 
Circuit (1986) 4.40 A Thousand Words 
(2012) 6.35 Mrs Doubtfire (1993) 9.00 
Aliens (1986) Sci-fi thriller sequel, 
starring Sigourney Weaver. 12.05 The 
Woman in Black: Angel of Death (2014) 
Horror sequel, starring Helen McCrory 
and Jeremy Irvine. 2.00 American Mary 
(2012) 4.00 Close 



Quote Code: XMC909 


For more information or to book, please call: 

01902 902165 




BLACKPOOL, 

TOWER BALLROOM 

i THE SETTLE TO CARLISLE RAILWAY 

Mon 9 to Fri 13 Oct 


Your break includes 

y/ 4 nights DBB at the Chequers Plaza Hotel, 
Blackpool 

y/ Entertainment on some nights 

y/ Afternoon tea dance at the Blackpool 
Tower Ballroom 

y/ Heritage train journey on the Settle 
to Carlisle Railway 

V Optional excursion to the Lake District 
(£8.99pp) 

y/ Return coach travel from Walsall 
& Wolverhampton 


NORTHUMBERLAND, 
HADRIAN’S WALL, 

HOLY ISLAND & ALNWICK CASTLE 

Sun 24 to Thu 28 Sep 


Your break includes 

y/ 4 nights DBB at the Jurys Inn Hotel, 
Gateshead Quays 
y/ Guided tour of Hadrian's Wall 
y/ Excursions to Holy Island of 

Lindisfarne, Hadrian's Wall, Chesters 
Fort & Alnwick Castle 
y/ Optional excursion to Durham 
(£8.99pp) 

y/ Return coach travel from Walsall 
& Wolverhampton 


THE CELTIC 
CONNECTION 

TENBY, CORK & WATERFORD 

Fri 22 to Thu 28 Sep 


Your break includes 

y/ 3 nights DBB at the Fishguard Bay 
Hotel, Fishguard 

3 nights dinner, B&B at the Treacy's 
Hotel, Waterford 
Entertainment some nights 
Excursions to Tenby, Cardigan, 
Carmarthen, St David's, Cork & the 
Titanic Experience 
/ Return coach travel and ferry 
crossings from Walsall 
& Wolverhampton 


m £359 


£244 


£274 


now 


now 


Omega has teamed up with Travelzoo to 
offer readers an exclusive London Theatre 
Weekend Break, including: 

✓ A Grand Circle ticket to “The Girls”, 
face value £49.50 (upgrade to stalls or 

dress circle from just £10) 

✓ Overnight stay at a 4-star hotel within 
20 miles of central London with 3-course 

dinner and full English breakfast 

✓ Exclusive pre-show talk by one of the 

show’s creative directors 

✓ A complimentary glass of wine, beer 

or soft drink per person 

✓ Free show programme 
per booking/couple 

✓ £50pp in Travelzoo Vouchers to be 

handed out on the day 

✓ Coaching throughout 

✓ Free time in London 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com/XMC909 

Single room supplement: £30pp 


The Girls 
Theatre Break 

Saturday 25 - Sunday 26 November 2017 

ABOUT THE SHOW: Based on the film “Calendar 
Girls”, and featuring music written by Gary Barlow 
and the film’s original screenwriter Tim Firth, 

“The Girls” is the real-life story of a Women’s 
Institute group, who decide to fundraise for a local 
hospital by posing for a raunchy-but-tasteful nude 
calendar. Inadvertently, the group become media 
sensations, and are soon hounded for their story. 

“Honest, raw and powerful... fills the heart and 
theatre with sheer joy... 5 stars” - The stage 
“The music is catchy and soulful, the lyrics often 
hilarious and the story is pure gold” - The Times 
“Inspiring and poignant” - The independent 


“ s * • * 


Your Chronicle 


in association with 


and picked holidays with you in mind 


Return coach travel from Brownhills, Cannock, Dudley, 
Walsall, West Bromwich & Wolverhampton 


EXCLUSIVE OMEGA 
THEATRE WEEKEND 














































Babs 

(BBC1,8pm) 

Biopic of Barbara Windsor, 
following the key events of her 
life over the course of 50 years. 
The story begins in 1993, with 
the actress preparing for a 
stage performance, before 
flashing back to her childhood 
as a lonely evacuee in the 
Second World War, her rise to 
fame in the Carry On films and 
her difficult relationships with 
her father and her first 
husband, gangster Ronnie 
Knight. Samantha Spiro, Jaime 
Winstone and Windsor herself 
share the lead role. 


BBC1 


6.00 Breakfast. 7.40 Match of the Day. 

(R) 9.00 The Andrew Marr Show. 10.00 

The Big Questions. 11.00 Regional 

Programme. 12.15 Bargain Hunt. (R) 

I. 00 BBC News. 1.15 Homes Under the 

Hammer. (R) 2.15 Money for Nothing. 

(R) 3.00 Escape to the Country. (R) 4.00 

Points of View. 4.15 Songs of Praise. 

4.50 Pointless Celebrities. (R) 5.35 BBC 

News. 5.50 Regional Programme. 

6.00 Countryfile. The latest rural 

developments, including reports 
on issues affecting country 
communities and insights into the 
life of the modern farmer. 

7.00 Antiques Roadshow. Fiona Bruce 
presents the show from Ightham 
Mote, a medieval manor near 
Sevenoaks. Objects brought in to 
be valued include a gold ring 
containing a lock of Lord Byron’s 
hair, a pair of Chinese paintings, 
and a collection of postcards from 
1916 that reveal the story of how a 
British PoW sent secret messages 
back to his family. 

8.00 Babs. Biopic of Barbara Windsor, 
following her life between 1943 and 
1993, including her evacuation in 
the Second World War, her rise to 
fame and her marriage to gangster 
Ronnie Knight. 

9.30 Mrs Brown’s Boys. Agnes tries to 
make friends with Dermot's 
mother-in-law Hillary ahead of the 
baby's birth, and suggests they go 
out to dinner together. However, 
the evening comes to an abrupt 
end for the two feuding matriarchs 
when expectant mum Maria goes 
into labour, and the Browns are 
forced to rush her to hospital. 
Comedy, written by and starring 
Brendan O'Carroll. (R) 

10.00 BBC News. 

10.20 Regional Programme. 

10.30 Match of the Day 2. Mark 
Chapman reviews the latest 
Premier League action, featuring 
Liverpool v Southampton at 
Anfield and Arsenal v Manchester 
United at the Emirates Stadium. 
The Saints are set for a mid-table 
finish, but the other three teams 
involved needed three points to 
boost their chances of finishing in 
the top four. 

II. 40The Women’s Football Show. 

Tina Daheley and guests reflect on 
the weekend’s FA Women’s Super 
League Spring Series action. 

12.15 Weather for the Week Ahead. 

12.20 BBC News. 


BBC2 


6.15 Ato Z of TV Gardening. (R) 7.00 
The Instant Gardener. (R) 7.45 
Gardeners’ World. (R) 8.15 The 
Beechgrove Garden. 8.45 Countryfile. 

(R) 9.45 Saturday Kitchen Best Bites. 

11.15 Great British Menu. (R) 11.45 
Great British Menu. (R) 12.15 M0TD2 
Extra. 1.00 Rugby Highlights. 2.00 
Equestrian: Badminton Horse Trials. Live 
coverage of the three-day eventing 
competition. 4.00 Rowing World Cup. 
Live coverage of the opening meeting of 
the season from Belgrade. 5.30 Flog It! 
(R) 5.55 Film: The Terminal. (2004) 
Comedy, starring Tom Hanks and 
Catherine Zeta-Jones. 

8.00 Mexico: Earth’s Festival of Life. 
New series. The first of three 
programmes about the wildlife, 
landscape and culture in different 
areas of the country explores the 
Sierra Madre mountains, and 
reveals how this rugged landscape 
has shaped the nation. This chain 
of peaks includes several 
volcanoes and is home to a wide 
variety of animals, including black 
bears, monarch butterflies, orchid 
bees and quetzals. The 
programme also visits the ruins of 
an ancient Aztec shrine and the 
blue agave plant which grows in 
the mountains is used in making 
tequila. 

9.00 Dara and Ed’s Road to Mandalay. 

New series. Dara O Briain and Ed 
Byrne explore South East Asia, 
travelling more than 3,000 miles 
from Malaysia to Myanmar as they 
forge their way to the historic city 
of Mandalay. The comedians begin 
their journey in the Malaysian 
capital of Kuala Lumpur, where 
they watch a beauty pageant for 
chickens and join a mass cycle 
ride through the city. 

10.00Film: Kajaki. (2014) Premiere. A 
group of paratroopers are pushed 
to their limits while trying to find a 
safe route out of a minefield in 
Afghanistan. Fact-based thriller, 
starring David Elliot. 

11.40 Film: The Reluctant 
Fundamentalist. (2012) A 
Pakistani professor tells a 
journalist how he was driven to 
radical politics in the aftermath of 
the September 11 attacks. Drama, 
starring Riz Ahmed and Liev 
Schreiber. 

1.40 Sign Zone: Question Time. Topical 
debate from Wigan. (R) 2.40 Holby City. 
(R) 3.40 This Is BBC Two. Preview of 
upcoming programmes. 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Bottom Knocker Street. 6.10 
Bottom Knocker Street. (R) 6.25 Sooty. 
(R) 6.35 Signed Stories: Share a Story. 
(R) 6.40 Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures. 

(R) 7.00 Oddbods. (R) 7.05 Marvel 
Avengers Assemble. (R) 7.30 
Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 7.55 NinjaGo: 
Masters of Spinjitzu. (R) 8.25 ITV News. 

8.30 Weekend. 9.25 Countrywise. (R) 

10.00 Peston on Sunday. 11.00 Judge 
Rinder. (R) 12.00 ITV News; Weather. 
12.10 Britain’s Got Talent. (R) 1.30 ITV 
Racing: Live from Newmarket. Coverage 
of today’s race meetings at Newmarket 
and Hamilton Park. 4.05 Film: Diamonds 
Are Forever. (1971) James Bond spy 
adventure, starring Sean Connery. 

6.35 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.40 ITV News; Weather. 

7.00 Bigheads. Jason Manford hosts 
the comedy game show in which 
contestants compete in a series of 
bizarre physical challenges while 
wearing giant model heads of 
Victoria Beckham, Winston 
Churchill, Elton John and 
William. They must dodge past 
giant bouncers to get into a 
nightclub, steal champagne, and 
get away before the paparazzi see 
them. With commentary from 
Jenny Powell and Kriss Akabusi. 
8.00 The Durrells. Louisa struggles to 
adapt to Larry moving out. The 
thought of all her children leaving 
her drives her to set aside her 
doubts about pursuing a 
relationship with Hugh, which 
leads to a revealing conversation 
about Vasilia. The younger Durrell 
children are not sure when their 
mother’s birthday is - so plan a 
party anyway. 

9.00 Grantchester. The village is rocked 
by a series of armed robberies. 
Leonard witnesses the first raid 
and is able to identify one of the 
criminals - only for the man in 
question to turn up dead. 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.20 Peston on Sunday. Political 
magazine, presented by Robert 
Peston. Allegra Stratton presents a 
guide to the latest issues on social 
media. (R) 

11.20 Premiership Rugby Union. 

Highlights of the final round of 
top-flight fixtures, which included 
Wasps v Saracens, Northampton 
Saints v Harlequins, and Bristol v 
Newcastle Falcons. 

12.15 Lethal Weapon. (R) 1.05 
Jackpot247. 3.00 Motorsport UK. 


CHANNEL 4 


6.15 The King of Queens. (R) 6.40 The 
King of Queens. (R) 7.05 The King of 
Queens. (R) 7.30 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.00 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.30 Frasier. (R) 9.00 
Frasier. (R) 9.30 Sunday Brunch. 12.30 
Eat the Week. 1.30 The Simpsons. (R) 
2.00 The Simpsons. (R) 2.30 Film: 
Ghostbusters II. (1989) Supernatural 
comedy sequel, starring Bill Murray. 

4.40 World’s Most Expensive Cars. 5.40 
George Clarke’s Old House, New Home. 
(R) 

6.35 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Escape to Costa Rica. Gaia Vince 
visits Central America’s largest 
hydroelectric dam and the 
exclusion zone of an active 
volcano and discovers how Costa 
Rica has harnessed one of nature’s 
most destructive forces to provide 
electricity. She also goes white- 
water rafting to a remote eco- 
lodge and helps to build artificial 
reefs from unlikely recycling 
materials. 

8.00 Film: Captain America: The First 
Avenger. (2011) A puny but 
brave volunteer is rejected for 
military service during the 
Second World War. He becomes 
the test subject for an experiment 
that transforms him into the 
ultimate soldier, and battles 
against a secret Nazi society 
plotting to harness the powers of a 
mystical artefact. Superhero 
adventure, with Chris Evans, Hugo 
Weaving, Hayley Atwell and 
Tommy Lee Jones. 

10.25 Film: Prometheus. (2012) A 
spacecraft travels to another 
world in search of aliens that may 
have created the human race. 
Ridley Scott’s sci-fi thriller, with 
Noomi Rapace and Michael 
Fassbender. 

12.45 Ramsay’s Kitchen Nightmares 
USA. The Greek at the Harbour 
restaurant in California. (R) 1.35 
Millionaires’ Mansions: Designing 
Britain’s Most Exclusive Homes. The 
private world of luxury interior design in 
London. (R) 2.25 The Break Up. 

Cameras follow a relationship’s break up. 
(R) 3.15 KOTV Boxing Weekly. Jorge 
Linares v Anthony Crolla. 3.40 Gillette 
World Sport. With Maxence Parrot and 
David Villa. 4.10 Mobil 1 The Grid. (R) 

4.35 Shipping Wars UK. Dave and Jenny 
transport a handcrafted rowing boat. (R) 
5.05 Location, Location, Location. 
Revisiting two couples who wanted a 
new home and business. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake!: Mr Men. 6.10 
Milkshake! Monkey. (R) 6.15 Peppa Pig. 
(R) 6.20 Peppa Pig. (R) 6.25 Wissper. 

(R) 6.35 Paw Patrol. (R) 6.45 Bob the 
Builder. (R) 7.00 Fireman Sam. (R) 7.10 
Oily the Little White Van. 7.15 Oily the 
Little White Van. 7.20 Paw Patrol. (R) 

7.30 Blaze and the Monster Machines. 

(R) 7.55 Noddy: Toyland Detective. (R) 

8.15 Wissper. (R) 8.25 Ben and Holly’s 
Little Kingdom. (R) 8.40 Shimmer and 
Shine. (R) 9.05 Little Princess. (R) 

9.20 Peppa Pig. (R) 9.25 Peppa Pig. (R) 

9.30 Peppa Pig. (R) 9.40 Ben and 
Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 9.55 Teenage 
Mutant Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.30 Football 
on 5: Goal Rush. (R) 10.55 Caught on 
Camera. (R) 11.25 Police Interceptors. 
(R) 12.20 Police Interceptors. (R) 1.20 
Film: Cats & Dogs. (2001) Comedy, 
starring Jeff Goldblum. 3.00 Puppies 
Make You Laugh Out Loud. (R) 4.00 
Cats Make You Laugh Out Loud 3. (R) 
5.00 Film: Journey 2: The Mysterious 
Island. (2012) 

7.00 Cricket on 5. England v Ireland. 
Highlights of the second contest in 
the two-match series, which took 
place at Lord’s. This was the eighth 
overall meeting in this format of 
the game between these nations, 
and just the second to take place 
on English soil, following quickly 
from the first encounter at The 
Brightside Ground in Bristol last 
Friday. 

8.00 Football on 5: The Championship. 

Action from the final round of 
regular-season fixtures, including 
Nottingham Forest v Ipswich 
Town, Brentford v Blackburn 
Rovers, and Bristol City v 
Birmingham City. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 When Magic Goes Wrong. 

Illusions that went spectacularly 
badly, including stories of 
magicians’ brushes with death, as 
well as mishaps involving 
Dynamo, Paul Daniels and David 
Blaine. (R) 

10.00 Comedy Gold: TV’s Funniest Ever 
Sketches. Compilation of classic 
comedy sketches from TV’s most 
popular stars. 

11.25 Football on 5: The Play-offs. 

Action from the League One play¬ 
off semi-finals, as the teams 
battled for a place in the play-off 
final at Wembley Stadium on 
Saturday 20 May. 

12.05 Film: Bangkok Dangerous. (2008) 

1.45 SuperCasino. 3.10 Top 20 Funniest. 
4.00 Criminals: Caught on Camera. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 The Birth of British Music 8.00 The 
Secret Life of the Motorway 9.00 
Betroffenheit from Sadler’s Wells 10.50 
Seven Ages of Starlight 12.20 The Story 
of Maths 1.20 The BBC at War 2.20 
Britain’s Nuclear Secrets: Inside Sellafield 

3.20 Close 
ITV2 

11.20 Take Me Out 12.40 Film: Mr 

Magorium’s Wonder Emporium (2007) 

I. 40 FYI Daily 1.45 Film: Mr Magorium’s 
Wonder Emporium (2007) 2.30 Film: 
Miss Congeniality 2: Armed and Fabulous 
(2005) 3.30 FYI Daily 3.35 Film: Miss 
Congeniality 2: Armed and Fabulous 
(2005) 4.45 Britain’s Got Talent 6.00 
Britain’s Got More Talent 7.05 Film: Evan 
Almighty (2007) 8.05 FYI Daily 8.10 
Film: Evan Almighty (2007) 9.00 Take 
Me Out-The Gossip 10.00 Family Guy 

II. 30 American Dad! 12.25 The 
Cleveland Show 1.25 The Vampire 
Diaries 2.15 The Hot Desk: Jonas Blue 
2.25 Teleshopping 5.55 ITV2 
Nightscreen 

ITV3 

12.00 Film: Columbo: Suitable for 
Framing (1971) 1.40 A Touch of Frost 

3.45 Foyle’s War 5.55 Midsomer 
Murders 8.00 Royal Stories 9.00 
Cameraman to the Queen 10.00 Law & 
Order: UK 12.05 Wire in the Blood 2.05 
Lewis 3.45 May the Best House Win 
ITV4 

11.15 Live British Touring Car 
Championship. 6.20 Football Rivalries 

6.30 Pawn Stars 7.00 Fishing Impossible 
8.00 Premiership Rugby Union 9.00 Car 
Wars 10.00 Film: Unforgiven (1992) 
11.00 FYI Daily 11.05 Film: Unforgiven 
(1992) 12.40 British Superbike 
Championship Highlights 1.45 BRDC 
Formula 3 Championship Highlights 2.45 
ITV4 Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 

E4 

1.30 Brooklyn Nine-Nine 2.00 New Girl 

2.30 Rude(ish) Tube Shorts 2.40 The Big 
Bang Theory 4.40 Film: The Spy Next 
Door (2010) 6.30 The Big Bang Theory 
9.00 Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD 10.00 
Tattoo Fixers 12.05 Rude Tube: Love 
Bytes 1.10 First Dates 2.15 E4’s Tattoo 
Artist of the Year 3.05 Marvel’s Agents of 
SHIELD 3.50 Hollyoaks 

Film4 

1.00 Gulliver’s Travels (2010) 2.35 
Rugrats Go Wild (2003) 4.10 The 
Chronicles of Narnia: The Voyage of the 
Dawn Treader (2010) 6.20 The Karate Kid 
(2010) 9.00 A Million Ways to Die in the 
West (2014) 11.15 Magic Mike (2012) 

1.30 The Runaways (2010) 3.45 Close 
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FILM CHOICES 


MONDAY 

Parker, Channel 5,11.05pm 

A thief is betrayed and left for dead by his partners in 
crime. He learns they are planning a diamond heist in 
a wealthy neighbourhood, so poses as a millionaire 
wanting to buy a house in the area. A real-estate 
agent sees through the disguise and helps him get 
even by stealing the gems from his gang. Action 
thriller, with Jason Statham and Jennifer Lopez. (2013) 

TUESDAY 

Bone to Pick: Teagarden Mystery, Channel 5, 
3.15pm 

Librarian sleuth Aurora Teagarden inherits a house 
when her friend unexpectedly dies and discovers her 
new home has a skull hidden in a window seat. 
Mystery, starring Candace Cameron Bure, Peter 
Benson and Dave Collette. (2015) 

WEDNESDAY 
Home, BBC1,11.45pm 

A British family leave their home for what at first 
appears to be a holiday, but their trip soon turns out to 
be a very different kind of journey. Short drama, 
starring Jack O’Connell and Holliday Grainger. (2016) 



THURSDAY 

My Family’s Secret, Channel 5,3.15pm 

A man attempts suicide, leaving a cryptic note 
claiming he may have caused his sister’s death. His 
wife goes back to his home town in search of answers 
and asks his brother for help. She does not realise her 
brother-in-law has a split personality, and digging up 
the past brings out his more dangerous aspects. 
Thriller, starring NicholleTom and Dylan Neal. (2010) 

FRIDAY 

Win a Date with Tad Hamilton!, BBC1,11.55pm 

A screen idol’s reputation is damaging his career, so 
his manager comes up with a plan to rehabilitate the 
actor’s public image by giving ordinary women across 
America the chance to win a date with him. The prize 
eventually goes to a supermarket checkout girl - much 
to the annoyance of her best friend, who has secretly 
carried a torch for her for years. Romantic comedy, 
with Kate Bosworth and Topher Grace. (2004) 


Judges John and Gregg have 
served up a treat for the final 


M asterChef fans are a loyal 
lot. It’s genuinely accepted 
these days that the show 
only becomes compulsive viewing 
in the final week, so top marks if 
you’ve managed to stay the course 
again throughout its 12th series. 

At least there have been plenty of 
variety in the tasks, as increasingly 
svelte pudding-king Gregg Wallace 
and sidekick John Torode have 
gone about their business whittling 
down the original 64 contenders. 

There have been Calling Cards, 
Invention Tests, Critic’s Meals and 
Chef’s Tables, as well as heats, 
knockout weeks, team relays and 
trips abroad. 

Some would say it’s almost as 
confusing as the cooks’ 
complicated dishes. 

This week has already been a 
gruelling one for the finalists 
attempting to bake, fry, steam, roast 
and boil their way to success. 

On Monday, the remaining five 
went to Winfield House, the official 
residence of the US ambassador to 
the UK, where they had just four 


hours to serve a five-course dinner 
with an American theme for the 
diplomat and his guests, under the 
watchful eye of Michelin-starred 
chef Paul Ainsworth. 

Then on Wednesday, the surviving 
four embarked on a culinary 
adventure in South Africa, where 
their skills will be pushed to the limit 
in three demanding tests involving a 
braai (a traditional South African 
barbecue), a lunch service at The 
Test Kitchen, ranked as one the 
world’s top 25 restaurants, and a 
dinner fit for Cape Town’s cultural 
and culinary elite. 

Then last night, the chefs were 
whittled down again as they faced 
the toughest challenge of the 
competition - the Chef’s Table. 

First, they were out to impress 
judges Wallace and Torode with a 
classic dish that bears their own 
personal stamp. 

Then the remaining trio got the 
chance to cook a three-course lunch 
menu alongside modern culinary 
legend Sat Bains at his two-Michelin- 
starred restaurant in Nottingham. 


However, to add to the pressure, a 
table of the UK’s finest chefs - 
Shaun Rankin, Steve Groves, Tom 
Kitchin, Paul Ainsworth, Ashley 
Palmer-Watts and Clare Smyth - 
were waiting with knives and forks in 
hand to sample their efforts. 

Tonight, the formidable seven- 
week contest reaches its climax and 
the finalists are pushed to the limit 
one last time. 

This is their chance to show 
everything they have learned, and 
over three hours demonstrate what 
sort of cook they have become. 

They must produce three 
exceptional courses, push the 
culinary boundaries and give the 
judges an awe-inspiring tasting. 

Then it’s over to Wallace and 
Torode to decide which of the trio 
deserves to succeed last year’s 
victor Jane Devonshire and be 
crowned MasterChef Champion 
2017. 

Despite MasterChef the series 
being a slog at times, this final 
should, like any mouthwatering 
starter dish, leave fans wanting more. 



John Torode and Gregg Wallace in MasterChef: The Finals, Friday, BBC1,8.30pm 



MONDAY 

Inside the Gang: Young Blood 
Channel 5,9pm 

On some of Britain’s toughest estates, gangs are 
increasingly a way of life. But just what does being 
a member involve, and what happens to the recruits 
who decide they want out? Those are the questions 
at the heart of the first edition of a new series, 
which sets out to expose the truth about British 
gangs. Veteran members, known as ‘olders,’ reveal 
how younger members are attracted by the lure of 
money, girls and flash cars, only to find themselves 
being used to sell drugs and carry out acts of 
violence. But some of these ‘olders’ are shocked by 
just how far the new generation is prepared to go. 

Little Boy Blue 
I TV, 9pm 

With the dream team of writer Jeff Pope (one of the 
brains behind Philomena and Cilia) and star 
Stephen Graham on board, this has turned into one 
of the most compelling dramas of the year. And this 
week’s offering does little to diminish its impact. 
When potential witness Claire Olssen is intimidated 
into changing her statement, the investigation team 
look for alternative ways to reinforce their case. As 
Steve returns to work, Kelly is offered a deal that 
tests his resolve. Sinead Keenan also stars. 


TUESDAY 

Elizabeth I: Battle for the Throne 
Channel 5,9pm 

Many big stars have played Elizabeth I, from Bette 
Davis to Helen Mirren, Judi Dench to Cate 
Blanchett, Quentin Crisp to Glenda Jackson and 
beyond. Now model-turned-actress Lily Cole is 
taking on the mantel of Good Queen Bess in this 
three-part docudrama; Suzannah Lipscomb and 
Dan Jones present the documentary parts. The first 
edition focuses on Elizabeth’s early life, which saw 
her declared illegitimate, banished from court and 
frozen out of Henry Vlll’s life following the 
beheading of her mother, Anne Boleyn. She was 
then third in line to the throne; the premature 
deaths of her half-siblings Edward and 
Mary paved the way for her 
coronation at the age of 25 - her 
road to the crown had been a rocky 
one, and there were other 
obstacles looming on the horizon. 

WEDNESDAY 

Quadruplets and Homeless 
Channel 4,10pm 

After 10 years of trying to have a 
child together, Aynur and Tony 
are surprised to hear the news 


they have four coming along all at once. With 
quadruplets on the way and no home of their own, 
the couple move in with Aynur’s supportive, 
traditional Turkish parents. Although they do not 
always see eye to eye, Tony is determined to prove 
to her family that he will be committed when their 
new arrivals are born, despite his 
struggles with alcohol. 

THURSDAY 
The Truth About Sleep 
BBC1, 9pm 

j ^ Medical journalist and chronic 
insomniac Michael Mosley 
journeys into the world of sleep, 
out what it is and what 
happens to someone if they 
do not get enough. Michael 
I seeks to discover whether 
his own insomnia runs in 
the family, sending off a 
blood sample for DNA 
analysis, and meets Dr 
Eleanor Scott in Leeds 
who is doing research into 
a possible link between 
Type 2 diabetes 
and lack sleep. 




Born to Kill 
Channel 4,9pm 

With Sam’s father released from prison, Jenny 
makes a desperate effort to get to the bottom of her 
son’s increasingly dangerous behaviour. But she 
fears she may be too late. Conclusion of the 
gripping psychological thriller about a seemingly 
normal teenager whose dark desires start to 
emerge after he discovers the truth about the father 
he believed was dead, starring Romola Garai, Jack 
Rowan, Richard Coyle, Daniel Mays and Lara 
Peake. Last in the series. 


FRIDAY 

Inside the Houses of Parliament 
Channel 5,9pm 

It’s one of Britain’s most iconic buildings, but a lot of 
people are too distracted by the squabbling and 
occasional scandals that goes on inside 
Westminster to pay much attention to the structure 
itself. Here, cameras explore the corridors of power 
to uncover a maze of secret rooms and hidden 
worlds that contain the beating heart of the British 
state. But while the Houses of Parliament may look 
imposing, they have also been exposed to two 
centuries worth of British weather and pollution. 

The programme reveals how the leaking roof and 
crumbling walls could take 40 years to repair. 


USE YOUR LOFT! 

Bison 

Loft Ladders 



Access your loft safely and 
easily with Bison loft stairs. 

A “gas” strut mechanism 
requiring just fingertip control 
makes opening and closing your 
loft stairs exceptionally easy. 

• Fully manufactured by us 
in the Midlands 

• Free Survey 

• ‘Bison’ loft ladders, 
only available from us 

• Full 4 year parts 

& labour guarantee 

• The only product available 
with a safety handle in 
the loft 

• Fitted in approx 2 hours 
(including making the 
opening larger) 

• : Now available in white 
no painting required* 

• : Now complete with 
“comfort” feet to protect 
carpets and wooden floors. 



: Long Safety Side Handles* 


We also fit loft flooring, lighting 
and roof windows. 


theloftMstairs company 


The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 60, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 

Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 

Freephone 0800 389 1281 
or mobile friendly 01743 761499 
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Stuck for a gift for 


LI I RON KILL. 



If you’ve had your picture taken by 
one of our photographers 
then check out our personalised 

online gifts 

View images and order now at: 
photosforsale.expressandstar.com 
Or call: 01902 319999 

(Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm, closed Bank Holidays) 


We offer: photos | canvas prints |mugs 
mousemats | keyrings | coasters 
jigsaws | fridge magnets 
tablet wallpaper 

Only selected prints available and copyright restrictions apply. Photos available to 
view and order online the next working day after publication. Allow 28 days for delivery. 
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Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


D 

2 

P 

3 

c 

4 

M 

5 

L 

6 

J 

7 

E 

8 

o 

9 

G 

10 

T 

ii 

Y 

12 

u 

13 

w 

Q 

15 

N 

16 

K 

17 

A 

18 

B 

19 

20 

V 

21 

X 

22 

R 

23 

H 

24 

F 

25 

z 

26 

s 


1 

14 

2 

15 

3 

16 

4 

17 

5 

18 

6 

N 

19 

7 

20 

8 

21 

9 

22 

10 

23 

1 

11 

24 

12 

25 

13 

26 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 

Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. Even well-done 
steaks are 
nowadays! (4) 

3. Strung up (8) 

8. Forbid a rigged 
vote (4) 

9. American prison 
with emphasis on 
harmony? (4-4) 

11. Wait to start a 

game of ping-pong? 

(5,2,5) 

13. Native found in bed 


Down 

1. The last thing 
those taking exams 
should do (8) 

2. Sends back the 
proceeds (7) 

4. They raise this so 
awkwardly (6) 

5. Impressions of 
some artists (10) 

6. Not only soldiers 
may be bored by it 
(5) 



Sudoku 


14. 

(6) 

Amuse touchingly 

7. Appreciates 

accommodation (4) 

Quick Clues: 

Across 

Down 


(6) 

10. He does well with 

1. Slender (4) 

1. Coastline (8) 

17. 

They often invite 

his money (10) 

3. Boiling vessel (8) 

2. Malady (7) 


you to their houses 

12. Picture which has a 

8. Spindle (4) 

4. Missiles (6) 


(6,6) 

main theme (8) 

9. Likely (8) 

5. Scientific workroom (10) 

20. 

A diet put out for 
fitness (8) 

Song needs a 

15. Relatively gentle 

11. Irresistible (12) 

6. Redbreast (5) 

21. 

colour? (7) 

13. Oppose (6) 

7. Require (4) 


tuneful backing (4) 

16. Has it a piercing 

14. Unchanging (6) 

10. Bishops (10) 

22. 

Indeed not all went 

eye? Just the 

17. Showed (12) 

12. Precipitately (8) 


(8) 

opposite (6) 

20. Detached (8) 

15. To and from (7) 

23. 

The advantage 

18. Beg to put off 

21. Nothing (4) 

16. Agree (6) 


being sharp gives 

retirement (3,2) 

22. Thwarts (8) 

18. Call forth (5) 


one? (4) 

19. Music circle (4) 

23. Cosy (4) 

19. Flaccid (4) 




8 




1 

6 





8 
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3 



6 

3 
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9 

2 



9 



6 


5 
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7 



9 

8 
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4 
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1 
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Fill in the grid 
above so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 


9 5 


8 2 


7 3 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Infantryman; 9 Invoice; 

10 Asset; 11 Helot; 12 Extract; 13 Escort; 

15 Spinal; 18 Senegal; 20 Token; 22 Overt; 

23 Whereas; 24 Temperately. Down: 2 Novel; 

3 Aviator; 4 Thebes; 5 Yeast; 6 Abstain; 7 High 
tension; 8 Stateliness; 14 Concede; 16 Patient; 
17 Flower; 19 Get-up; 21 Kneel. 

QUICK - Across: 1 Information; 9 Retreat; 

10 Refer; 11 Sides; 12 Nominal; 13 Chosen; 

15 Assess; 18 Treason; 20 Eaten; 22 Orate; 

23 Express; 24 Free and easy. Down: 2 Noted; 
3 Oversee; 4 Mutiny; 5 Thrum; 6 Offence; 

7 Prosecution; 8 Artlessness; 14 Open-air; 

16 Steeple; 17 Unseen; 19 Sieve; 21 Tress. 


Quiz 


Niner 


1. What was Charles Sherwood Stratton’s 
nickname? 

2. In which religion are the Veda the most 
sacred scriptures? 

3. Where did Body Shop’s Anita Roddick 
open her first shop? 

4. Who wrote the musical Oliver!? 

5. Of what is the predatory crown-of-thorns £ 
variety? 


6. Which North African capital is known in 
Arabic as Tarabulus al-Gharb? 

7. What type of creature is a mara? 

8. Over how many days is a decathlon held? 

9. Which 1930s film star married three oil 
millionaires? 

10. In which county is the village of Stilton? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 An insect; 2 Poland; 3 Spike Milligan; 

4 Thomas Stamford Raffles; 5 Sea of Galilee; 

6 Basil Hume; 7 Laurens van der Post; 

8 Vesuvius; 9 William the Conqueror; 10 Verona. 
Niner: REICHSTAG 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 


15338174 

926642 

159124789 


gives a flower, 
gives a plant, 
gives a weed. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 



Sofa 



l .T** 



MASSIVE "MADE TO MEASURE' 

Sofa Sale Now On! (up to 70% off High Street Prices) 



) 20 Years of Quality §§f| Buy British for 
Manufacturing c=±J Superior Quality 




You don’t need to kiss a frog to feel like a Princess, 
just wear our golden jewellery to become a Queen. 


We will help you bring joy to that special person in your life. 
Contact us at Stirling Jewellers to make dreams happen. 


Thomas Street 

Wolverhampton 

West Midlands WV2 4JS 



Open 

10.30 - 5.30pm Mon - Sat 
Sun and Bank Hoi 11 - 4pm 


01902 425 225 


STIRLINGS 

JEWELLERS 

J SINCE 1893 


1 Victorian Arcade, Walsall WS1 1 RE 
Telephone: 01922 623905 
Opening Times: 

9.30am - 4.30pm Monday - Saturday 
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Inside story - The Belfry Hotel and resort lobby 


And relax - the indoor pool and spa at The Belfry 


The sweeping entrance and lovely gardens at The Belfry hotel 



nils is luxury - par excellence 


FROM the minute you drive up 
the winding driveway to The Bel¬ 
fry you are struck by the luxury 
and class of this hotel and resort. 

A chandelier of golf clubs provides a 
dramatic entrance to The Belfry’s re¬ 
ception and that’s before you take in 
the Brabazon Bar in its art deco style. 

Our 10-year-old son has taken up golf and 
keen to do things as a family we decided to 
try our hand at the sport. 

It was with this new and shared inter¬ 
est in a ‘frustrating but fun’ sport that 
we thought we would visit The Belfry at 
Wishaw, near Sutton Coldfield. Just an 
hour’s drive from home you could say that 
it is virtually on our doorstep. 

The Belfry is synonomous with golf and 
has been home to the Ryder Cup four times 
- it has played host to more Ryder Cup 
matches than any other venue in the world. 

Our family room had a balcony over¬ 
looking the stunning Brabazon course. Its 
manicured greens and majestic fairways 
have challenged the biggest legends of the 
golfing world. 


By Lisa Bailey 

It was glorious to be able to stand on the 
balcony and look out at this iconic course. 

We started the day with a family lesson at 
the PGA Golf Academy - it’s the only PGA 
branded golf academy in England. 

The academy was a hive of activity and 
we were swept away by senior PGA coach 
Derek Simpson to our session in one of the 
five individual custom fitting suites. An 
hour flew by with Derek giving us a mas¬ 
terclass on our swing - watching and then 
videoing our technique in detail. 

Our posture and swing were compared to 
Tiger Woods (a tad unfair I think!), but it 
was so interesting to see how all three of us 
performed. Derek was professional and his 
great sense of humour kept us entertained 
and enthusiastic. 

The hour’s lesson was a warm up for our 
game later in the day. The Belfry has three 
courses - Brabazon as mentioned, the PGA 
National which has hosted two European 
tour events and The Derby. 

The Derby is a parkland course and is 
perfect for players of all levels. As beginners 


it was the course for us. A little daunted at 
first, we teed off and thoroughly enjoyed 
the nine holes we played of the 18-hole 
tree-lined course. Described as a gentle 
challenge, it posed more of a difficult task 
for the three of us. 

The class of the hotel is on a par with 
the fantastic golf courses. It seems to cater 
for all. For families it has the indoor pool, 
woodland walk and The Belfry’s Ryder Leg¬ 
ends Mini Golf course - a 12-hole course in¬ 
spired by the legendary Ryder Cup courses. 

Classics 

For couples there is the luxury spa with 
treatments and the unique experience of 
Fire & Ice featuring 12 bio-thermal rooms. 
There is also the AA Rosette restaurant The 
Ryder Grill, where you can enjoy a la carte 
dining and stunning views of the golf course 
while watching the open plan kitchen. 

And, if you are there for business, there 
are 22 conference and event rooms, as well 
as the golf, restaurants, bars, a nightclub 
and spa. In 2013, The Belfry underwent a 
£26 million renovation. Further work has 
since been carried out to the spa and other 


areas of the four-star hotel and resort. 

Food at the resort can be either casual or 
a la carte in The Ryder Grill. Rocca’s Pizza 
Pasta Restaurant hit the spot on the first 
night with a menu of Italian classics. The 
casual surroundings were ideal with vari¬ 
ous parties coming in through the evening - 
most did not seem to be staying at the hotel, 
but had travelled to the hotel. 

Tomato and buffalo mozzarella, stuffed 
mini calzone and spicy chicken rigatoni 
were just some of the delicious dishes we 
had. Our son had his eye on Rocca’s Choc¬ 
olate Amore - a layered chocolate heaven 
cake - for dessert, but unfortunately he did 
not leave any room. 

From the minute we arrived to the mo¬ 
ment we left, service at The Belfry was 
outstanding. Staff wherever we went were 
polite and professional, and seemed to go 
that extra mile. It was also so nice to see 
younger members of staff were courteous. 
My husband and I passed comment after 
our visit that we had not encountered such 
friendly staff in a large venue before. 

The Belfry was a wonderful place to 
spend family time together. 


\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\ 
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Return coach travel from Brownhills, Cannock, Dudley, 
Walsall, Wolverhampton and West Bromwich* 

‘Please note: Not all pick up points are available on all breaks. 


in association with 


Hand picked holidays with yoi 


View product online at 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


Quote Code: RYP033 


EMMERDALE 

VILLAGE 

and Studio Experience 
& Harrogate 

Departing Saturday 
3 June 2017 

Join us for a double-top weekend featuring 
a guided tour of the Emmerdale full-scale 
TV village including The Woolpack, the 
village church and Bob’s Cafe, and the 
Studio Experience with full-size interiors, 
!4 size replica village, props, costumes and 
production secrets galore. 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight at a 3 or 4 star Yorkshire area hotel with 
3-course dinner and full English breakfast 

✓ Guided walking tour of the Emmerdale TV village 
on Saturday 

✓ Guided tour of The Emmerdale Studio Experience 
on Sunday morning 

✓ Free time in Harrogate and Haworth 




2 days, by coach 


Only £169 


95pp 


DIANA 


HER FASHION STORY 
at Kensington Palace 




Quote Code: QJQ828 


Selected Saturday departures, 
August - December 2017 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles 
of central London with 3-course dinner and full 
English breakfast 

✓ Sunday admission ticket to Kensington Palace 
and gardens, including entrance to the ‘Diana: 
Her Fashion Story’ exhibition 

✓ Free time in London on Saturday 


2 days, by coach 

only £139 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


THURSFORD 

Christmas Spectacular 


Departing Friday 24 November 
and Sunday 3 December 2017 

In the wilds of rural Norfolk, there’s nobody to hear you 
scream ... with delight at the hottest Christmas show 
in Europe, with a cast of over a hundred, an audience 
of thousands and a budget of millions. Book now for 
selected departures through November and December. 

Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at the 3 star Dragonfly Hotel, 
King’s Lynn with full English breakfast 

✓ Admission to the Thursford Christmas 
Spectacular 2017 

✓ Free time in Cambridge 

2 days, by coach 

only £ 159 '- 


For more information 
or to book, please call: 


01902 902165 


OPENING TIMES: MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 SUN 10.00-16.00 

Organised by Omega Holidays pic, ABTA V4782. 


■ ® 

@OmegaHols OmegaHols 


www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 
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PROPERTY 


YOUR WEEKLY 
GUIDE TO HOME 
BUYING AND 
LETTING 


Bungalow in much 
sought-after spot 
has three bedrooms 

A unique and impressive three-bedroomed 
detached bungalow in Mill Lane, Willenhall, lies in 
a much sought-after position in Short Heath. 

Having been recently improved, it is now for sale 
through L&S Prestige Estates at offers in excess of 
£250,000. 

Features include an en-suite to the master 
bedroom, a 25ft lounge, and extensive off-road 
parking. 

Well decorated throughout in neutral modern 
shades, its well-proportioned and adaptable living 
accommodation briefly comprises of an entrance 
porch, an entrance hall with tiled flooring, a very 
attractive 25ft lounge with wood-effect flooring and a 
highly appealing feature focal point fireplace. 

There is also a separate dining room with wood- 
effect flooring and ample space for a table and 
chairs, making it ideal for entertaining. 

The modern fitted kitchen is again in an attractive 
design, having contemporary white unit doors, 
wood-block-effect working surfaces and wood-effect 
flooring and splash-back tiling. The separate utility 
room is generous in size, having modern white units 
and contrasting black work surfaces and slate-style 
flooring. 

The three bedrooms are all doubles, with an en- 
suite to the master and a family bathroom with a white 
suite including both a roll top bath with claw feet and 
separate shower cubicle. 

The property also has UPVC double glazing and 
gas central heating throughout. 

To the outside there is extensive off-road parking 
and a detached garage to the fore and side, as 
well as an enclosed garden to the rear, including a 
balcony/terrace. 

The property is superbly situated for access to a 
wide range of local amenities, popular local schools 
and excellent transport links. 

Interested parties are strongly encouraged to 
undertake internal viewing to fully appreciate the size, 
layout and presentation of the accommodation on 
offer. 


WILLENHALL £250,000 




He's sold 

Turn to your local estate agent to sell your property and you will be SOLD ON: 

• Professional accredited local agent service 

• Free valuation 

• Local area knowledge 

• Adverts in local newspapers, online and office window display 

• Registered house hunters 

• Solid marketing advice to help you sell fast 

If you are thinking of selling, look no further than the estate agents in these pages for the best local advice available. 


Publishers of Express & Star and Shropshire Star 


MNA Media 
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663399 

74c Park Road 
Bloxwich WS3 3SW 

E: sales@webbsestateagents.co.uk 
W: webbsestateagents.co.uk 


Free 

Valuations 

No Sale 
No Fee 

Experienced 
Sales Team 


Established 1994 


rightmove,., 

InALA^ 


BLOXWICH 

DOWNFIELD CLOSE 


BLOXWICH 

LYDFORD ROAD 





r/ * ^ ~ 

DK 

lHw \ 

li£ \ ^ 



* 


• Detached Family Home 

• Sought After Location 

• Hallway, Lounge 

• Dining Room, 

• Conservatory 


• Refitted Kitchen, WC 

• 4 Bedrooms 

• Refitted Bathroom 

• Driveway 


• Through Hallway, 

• Lounge Diner, 

• Extended Breakfast Kitchen, 

• Sitting Room, 

• Further Entrance Hallway, 


• Two Double Extended Bedrooms and 

• Bathroom. 

• Block Paved Driveway, 

• Tandem Garage, 

• Generous private garden 


CHESLYN HAY 

LITTLEWOOD LANE 



£280,000 Offers Over 


WALSALL 

MINEWOOD CLOSE 




• Stunning Extended 
Detached 

• Kitchen Diner, 

• Generous lounge. 


• Conservatory, 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Refitted 
Shower Room. 


BLOXWICH 

STONEY LANE 



• Impressive 
Bungalow 

• 2 Reception Rooms 

• Kitchen 


we will sell your home for 

£995 

o Free Valuation 
® Free Professional Photos 
® Free Rightmove & Zoopla Listing 
O Plus Much More 



Our new 
website 
is now live 

www.webbsestateagents.co.uk 


£350,000 Offers Over 


WALSALL 

CALTHORPE CLOSE 


• First Floor Apartment 

• Spacious Lounge/Diner 

• Kitchen 

• 2 Bedrooms 


• Re-fitted En-Suite 

• Family Bathroom 

• Allocated Parking 

• Viewing Recommended 


rtff 



* Entrance Hall, 

* Through Hallway, 

* Lounge, 

* Family Room. 


• Dining Room, 

, Conservatory, 

• Kitchen, Guest WC. 

• Three Double Bedrooms 


£329 950 Offers In the Re 
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46 High Road, Lane Head, Willenhall, WV12 4JQ 


UPPER PENN 


SHARESHILL 


SHORT HEATH 


SHORT HEATH 



GREAT HALL 
GROVE, W'TON 

Five Bedroom 
Executive Detached, 
Lounge & Seperate 
Study, Modern 
Fitted Kitchen/ 

Diner, Conservatory, 
Guest W.C, Family 
Bathroom, En-Suite 
to both Master & 
Bedroom 2, Office/ 
Den, Double Garage 
& Off Road Parking 



HILTON LANE, 
STAFFORDSHIRE 

I Four Bed Detached 

! Cottage, Sitting 
Room, Dining 
Room, Kitchen With 
Additional Dining 
*4 Area, Orangery, En- 
Suites To Master & 
Bedroom 2, Modern 
Family Bathroom, D/ 
Glazing & C/Heating, 
Off Road Parking, 
Landscaped 



SHERLOCK CL, 
WILLENHALL 
-mb 1 * Two Bed Detached 
Bungalow, Lounge, 
t. ,*« Impressive 17ft x 
• ® 12ft Conservatory, 
Kitchen/Diner With 
Fitted Appliances, 
Family Bathroom, 
Gated Driveway, 
Garage, Front & 
Rear Gardens, 
Viewing Strongly 
Advised! 



MILL LANE, 
WILLENHALL 

Impressive Three 
Bed Detatched 
Bungalow, 25ft 
Lounge, Modern 
Fitted Kitchen, 

, Utility Room, Family 
f Bathroom, En-Suite 
4* Shower To Master, 
D/Glazing & C/ 

• Heating, Extensive 
Off Road Parking, 
Rear Garden 


£665,000 

£450,000 

Offers In Excess Of £250,000 

£250,000 

BENTLEY ^ 

SUMMER HAYES ^ 

RIVERPOINT ^ 

~ WILLENHALL 



SILVERSTONE 
CLOSE, WALSALL 

Extended Four Bed 
Detached, Louge, 
Dining Room, Fitted 
Kitchen, Sitting 
Room, Guest W.C 
& Shower Room, 
Family Bathroom, 
D/Glazing & C/ 
Heating, Driveway 
Parking, Front 
And Rear Garden, 
Viewing Advised! 



EDINBURGH DR, 
WILLENHALL 

Three Bed Dormer 
Bungalow, Spacious 
Lounge, Fitted 
Kitchen Diner, Utility 
Room, Garden/Play 
Room, One Ground 
Floor & Two First 
Floor Bedrooms, 
Driveway & Garage, 
Stunning Rear 
Gardens 



RIVERBANK RD, 
WILLENHALL 

Three Bed Semi, 
Lounge Open Plan 
Into Diner, Fitted 
Kitchen, Family 
Bathroom, En-Suite 
Shower Room To 
Master, Double 
Glazing & Central 
Heating, Front & 
Rear Gardens, 
Driveway & Garage, 
Viewing Advised! 



LYDNEY CLOSE, 
WILLENHALL 

1 Extended Three 
Bed Semi, Spacious 
Lounge, Fitted 
Kitchen/Diner, 23ft 
a Sitting/ Dining 

Room, Utility Room, 
Guest W.C, Family 
Bathroom, D/ 
Glazing & C/Heating, 
Front and Rear 
Gardens, Driveway 
I Parking, Cul-De-Sac 


£189,995 

, 185000 

£175,000 

k £165,000 

BENTLEY ^ 

~ COUNTY BRIDGE ^ 

~ QUEENS LEA ^ 

~ BLOXWICH 


\ 

• L 



INGLEDEW 
CLOSE, WALSALL 

Extended Three 
Bed Link Detached, 
Lounge, Extended 
Dining Room, 
Extended Kitchen, 
Ground Floor W.C, 
Modern Family 
Bathroom, Gas 
Central Heating, 
UPVC Double 
Glazing, Carport & 
Driveway 



YORK AVENUE, 
WILLENHALL 

Three Bed Semi 
Detached, Lounge, 
Fitted Kitchen/ 
Diner, Conservatory, 
Family Bathroom, 
D/Glazing & C/ 
Heating, Front & 
Rear Gardens, 
Driveway Parking, 
Viewing Advised 



QUEENS LEA, 
WILLENHALL 

Three Bed End 
Town House, 19Ft 
Lounge/Diner, 
Conservatory, Fitted 
Kitchen, Covered 
Outbuildings With 
Storage, Family 
Bathroom, D/ 
Glazing & C/ 
Heating, Off Road 
Parking, Enclosed 
Rear Garden 



SNEYD LANE, 
BLOXWICH 

Two Bed Semi 
Detached, Lounge, 
Spacious Dining 
Room, Fitted 
Kitchen, Guest 
W.C, Two Double 
Bedrooms, 
Bathroom With Bath 
& Shower, D/Glazing 
& C/Heating, 
Enclosed Rear 
Garden. 


£155,000 

Offers In Excess Of £140,000 

OIEO £125,000 

£110,000 


NEW INVENTION 

ASHMORE LAKE 

WILLENHALL 

WILLENHALL 



RUGELEY AVE, 
WILLENHALL 

Three Bed Semi- 
Detached, 19ft 
Lounge/Diner, Fitted 
Kitchen, Utility Area, 
Family Bathroom, D/ 
Glazing & C/Heating, 
Off Road Parking, 
Generous Enclosed 
Rear Garden, Great 
FTB. 



ASHMORE LAKE 
RD, WILLENHALL 

Three Bed Semi 
Detached, Lounge, 
Dining Room, Fitted 
Kitchen, Ground 
Floor Bathroom, 
D/Glazing & C/ 
Heating, Generous 
Rear Garden, 

Ideal FTB, Viewing 
Advised. 



VICTORIA STREET, 
WILLENHALL 

Two Bed Mid 
Terrace, Two 
Reception Rooms, 
Fitted Kitchen, Two 
Double Bedrooms, 

4 Loft Room, Modern 
Family Bathroom, 
D/Glazing & C/ 
Heating, Enclosed 
Rear Garden, Great 
F.T.B Or B.T.L 



VICTORIA STREET, 
WILLENHALL 

Two Bed Mid 

Terrace, Two 
Reception Rooms, 
Modern Fitted 
Kitchen, Utility Area, 
First Floor Family 
Bathroom D/Glazing 
& C/Heating, Let At 
£475 PCM 


£102,500 

OIEO £95,000 

£90,000 

£85,000 

SHORT HEATH ^ 

W COPPICE FARM ^ 

W COPPICE FARM " 

W THE MANOR 



COPPICE OAK, 
WILLENHALL 

Executive Four Bed 
Detached, Spacious 
Lounge, Dining 
Room, Feature 
Conservatory, 
Modern Fitted 
Kitchen, Guest W.C, 
Two En-Suites, 
Family Bathroom, 
Ample Parking, 
Gated Development 





HEBDEN GROVE, 
WILLENHALL 

Four/Five Bed 
Detached, Lounge/ 
■ Diner, Modern 
Fitted Kitchen, 

* Separate Utility 
1 Room, Play Room/ 
J Gym, Conservatory, 
Family Bathroom, 

1 En-Suite Shower To 
Master, D/Glazing & 
C/Heating, Off Road 
Parking & Garage, 



MAREE GROVE, 
WILLENHALL 

Four Bed Detached 
House, Spacious 
Lounge, Separate 
Dining Room, 
Modern Fitted 
Kitchen, Utility 
Room, Guest W.C, 
En-Suite Shower 
Room To Master, 
Family Bathroom, 
D/Glazing & C/ 
Heating, Ample Off 



BANK STREET, 
WILLENHALL 

Four Bedroom 
Period Semi 
I Detached, Lounge, 
Dinning Room, 
Impressive Breakfast 
Kitchen, Utility 
Room, Ground Floor 
Shower Room, 

I Music/Hobby 
Room, First Floor 
Family Bathroom, 
D/Glazing & C/ 


Offers Over £270,000 

£270,000 

Offers Over £235,000 

Offers In The Region Of£215,000 

YEW TREE ^ 

~ WEDNESFIELD ^ 

~ WILLENHALL ^ 

~ QUEENS LEA 



MAPLE DRIVE, 
WALSALL 

Three Bed Semi 
Detached, Lounge 
Open Plan Into 
Diner, Fitted 
Kitchen, First 
Floor Bathroom, 
D/Glazing & C/ 
Heating, Front & 
Rear Gardens, 
Shared Driveway, 
Great F.T.B Or B.T.L, 
Viewing Advised! 


HYLSTONE 
CRESCENT, 

Extended Three 
Bed Semi, Lounge, 
Spacious Dinning 
Room, Fitted 
Kitchen, Ground 
Floor Shower/Wet 
Room, First Floor 
Family Bathroom, D/ 
Glazing & C/Heating, 
Ample Driveway 
Parking, Enclosed 
Rear Garden 




LITTLE CLOTHIER 
STREET, 


Sold In 48 
Hours 


Similar 

Properties Required 



itec5!jBig| 


SHEPHERD DRIVE, 
WILLENHALL 

Two Bed Semi 
Detached, 20ft 
Lounge/Diner, Fitted 
Kitchen, Covered 
Outbuildings, Guest 
W.C, First Floor 
Family Bathroom, 
D/Glazing & C/ 
Heating, Front & 
Rear Gardens, Great 
FTB! 


OIRO £130,000 


Offers in Excess Of £105,000 


Willenhall 01902 606595 www.prestige-estatesuk.com 

2ooota rightmove co u^j 

^ The UK's number one property website J 
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K.Stuart Swash 


AUCTION 
13th JUNE 2017 

Entries to date include: 

Detached, Semi-Detached Houses 
& Bungalows 

Properties for Renovation 
Vacant Possession & Investments 
Ground Rents 
Paddock of Land 

Further entries invited 

Please Register for Catalogue 


2 Waterloo Road, Wolverhampton WV14BL 

(01902) 710626/424044 

Email: swashauctions@btconnect.com 
www.kstuartswash.co.uk 



www.letsmovein.co.uk 


SELL FOR 



No commission 

Choice of Modern method of Auction 0% Sales Fee 
Full management on lettings from only 5% 


Zoopla 


i Prime 


1 rightmove.c 


604 Bloxwich Road, Bloxwich, Walsall, WS3 2XE 

01922 315295 • 07594 060337 
www.letsmovein.co.uk 
info@letsmovein.co.uk 


PROPERTY 



Recently built two-bedroomed house neatly presented 


This recently built two-bedroomed 
end town house in Lakelot Close, 
Willenhall, lies on the Spring Walk 
development. 

It is for sale through L&S Prestige 
Estates at offers over £125,000. 

Its neatly presented living 
accommodation comprises of 
an entrance hall, a guest WC, a 
modern fitted kitchen, a spacious 
lounge/diner, two well-proportioned 
bedrooms and a family bathroom. 
The property also has double 


WILLENHALL 

£ 125,000 

glazing and gas central heating 
throughout. 

Outside there is a small garden 
area and two allocated parking 
spaces to the fore. 

To the rear is a generous enclosed 
garden. The property is well situated 
for easy access to a wide range of 


local amenities, a choice of popular 
local schools and excellent transport 
links. 

Call 01902 606595. 

Still boasting multiple years 
remaining on an NHBC warranty 
and representing a fantastic first 
time buy. 

Viewing is encouraged to fully 
appreciate the presentation of the 
accommodation on offer. Contact 
L&S Prestige Estates on or visit 
www.prestige-estatesuk.com 


ANDREW DIXON 
& COMPANY 




OFFICES 


EPC Rating G-156 
REF: BP/1728/AWH 


RENT: From £5.00 psf pax 


ANDREW DIXON & COMPANY 


The Woodlands, 4 Hallcourt Crescent, off Walsall Road, Cannock, Staffordshire. WS11 OAB. 

Tel: (01543) 506640 also at Telford www.adixon.co.uk email: enquiries@adixon.co.uk 



Approx 1,846 sq ft 


Open Plan & 
Individual Offices 


Storage Room 


Car Parking 


INDUCTA HOUSE, BLOXWICH 


Two Storey Offices 
on Fryers Road 
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Birmingham Road,Walsall 

• Three Storey Semi-Detached 

• Five Generous Bedrooms 

• Three Reception Rooms 

• Kitchen/Conservatory 

• Original Features Throughout 

• EPC - E 


£350,000 


/"im \ 



Victoria Terrace,Walsall 


• Victorian Apartment 


• Ground Floor 


• Lounge with Open Fireplace 


• Superb Views 


• Two Double Bedrooms 


• EPC-E 


^ £275,000 

/ 



Goodchilds 

Estate Agents & Lettings 


Walsall 


nil mi 


7 Queens Parade, Walsall, WS3 2EX 



Walton Heath,Turnberry Estate 


• Detached Family Home 


• Two Reception Rooms 


• Four Generous Bedrooms 


• En-Suite Bathroom 


• Off Road Parking 


• EPC - D 


^ £275,000 

J 



Waters Keep.Leamore 

• Light and Airy Lounge 

• Spacious Kitchen / Diner 

• Downstairs W.C 

• Rear French Doors 

• Two Double Bedrooms 

• Family Bathroom 

^ From £118,995 _ 



Lister Road.Beechdale 

• Three Bedroom Mid-Terrace 

• Popular Area of Beechdale 

• No Upward Chain 

• Ideal First Purchase 

• Suitable Buy-To-Let 

• EPC - C 


O.l.E.O £105,000 



Formby Way,Turnberry Estate 

• Detached Residence 

• Excellent Condition Throughout 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Fitted Kitchen 

• Converted Garage 

• EPC-E 


£240,000 



Waters Keep.Leamore 


• Light and Airy Lounge 


• Spacious Kitchen / Diner 


• Downstairs W.C 


• Rear French Doors 


• Three Spacious Bedrooms 


• Family Bathroom 


^ From £136,500 

J 




Manorhouse Close,Walsall 


• Two Bedroom First Floor Apartment 

• Gas Central Heating 


• Open Plan Lounge/Kitchen 

• Communal Grounds 


• Two Double Bedrooms 

• Allocated Parking 


• Family Bathroom 

• Tenant Currently Paying £500 PCM 


• Double Glazing 

• EPC - B 


^ £105,000 


y 



Hallbridge Close,Pelsall 


• One Bedroom Maisonette 


• Spacious Lounge 


• Ground Floor 


• Refitted Bathroom 


• Communal Gardens 


• Fitted Kitchen 


• Ample Communal Parking 


• £23 per week Service Charge 


• Desirable Pelsall Location 


• EPC - D 


v 

£85,000 


y 



Harden Road.Leamore 


• Spacious Three Bedroom Semi-Detached 

• Gas Central Heating 


• Two Reception Rooms 

• Double Glazing 


• Modern Fitted Kitchen 

• Off Road Parking 


• Three Generous Bedrooms 

• NO CHAIN 


• Refitted Bathroom 

• EPC - D 


^ £125,000 


_y 



Taverners Close,Willenhall 

• One Bedroom Ground Floor Maisonette 

• Lounge 

• Fitted Kitchen 

• Double Bedroom 

• No Chain 

• EPC - C 


V O.l.E.O £80,000 



Livingstone Road.Bloxwich 


• Second Floor Flat 


• Fitted Kitchen 


• Lounge 


• Bathroom 


• Two bedrooms 


• EPC - D 


^ £59,950 

_y 


View properties online www.goodchilds-uk.com 


Offices located in 


• Birmingham 

• Burntwood 

• Brownhills 

• Cannock 



• Erdington 

• Lichfield 

• Milton Keynes 

• Stafford 


on Facebook, Follow 


• Stoke-on-Trent 

• Sutton Coldfield 

• Tamworth 

• Telford 


on Twitter 


• Walsall 

• Wednesbury 

• Wednesfield 

• Wolverhampton 


Call 01922 711444 today for 
your Free Market Appraisal 
or text GOODCHILDS to 60607 



w 
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LOOK OUT FOR THE 
LATEST HOMES FOR 
SALE AND TO LET 
EVERY WEDNESDAY 



Our weekly full colour 
supplement contains hundreds 
of the latest homes to buy and 
let across the region. Get your 
copy every Wednesday from your 
newsagent. If you are an estate 
agent and you want to reach our 
1000's of regular readers contact 
one of our sales representatives. 


To advertise in property call our experienced sales 
team on 01902 313131 or email 
colin.bailey@expressandstar.co.uk 
or marguerita.evans@expressamdstar.co.uk 


An Express & Star supplement 


Express & Star 
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Accountancy 


Driveways 


Gardening 


ACCOUNTANCY AND TAXATION 


Self Assessment and all accountancy services for 
the self employed, rental incomes, partnerships 
and limited companies. 

A prompt and reliable service at a sensible cost 

For a free appointment please call: 

Robert Ollerenshaw on:Shenstone 

01543 481329 

Email:ollerenshaws@btinternet.com www.ollerenshaws.co.uk 

Evening appointments not a problem 


digital (V) 


• Free estimate and 
call out 

»Digital aerial & 
satellite installations 

• HDMI distribution 

• WiFi & internet points 

• Internet smart TV points 

• TV wall installations & bespoke cabling 

• Home cinema & audio systems freCMt 

Call Lee Forrester for further information 
Tel: 01543 578230 
Mob: 07866 674839 

www.aerialav.co.uk Email: Lee@aerialav.co.uk 

READ OUR REVIEWS ON BEST OF CANNOCK 


MATT WALTERS 
DIGITAL AERIALS 

Aerials - Satellite Dishes Fitted From £65 


ANY LIKE FOR LIKE 
QUOTATION BEATEN 




Senior Citizen Discounts 
2 Year Guarantee 
Digital Aerials/Freeview/Freesat 
SKY HD/ SKY+/MULTIROOM 

• Free Quotation • Repairs • Free Call Out 

• Same Day service • Freeview Specialist 


£10 OFF ON PRODUCTION OF THIS ADVERT 


Aldridge Based 
Mobile: 07853 253176 


Digital Rapid Aerials 

-Aerials, Plasma Brackets & CCTV 
Cameras supplied & fitted 
-Repairs -Tuning -Multirooms 


FREE 

QUOTATIONS 


digital (vj ;k^ 


£10 off 
with this 4 


freest 


A LOCAL BUSINESS YOU CAN TRUST 

01922 693047 
07960 173589 

www.digitalrapidaerials.co.uk 


Carpentry 


TiHroj.in ,. ii.iAi|.i.i!i'hi:t.-j j wamaBBi i nwflfgi 

YOUR LOCAL WALSALL 
BASED ACCOUNTANT 

ALL ACCOUNTANCY WORK UNDERTAKEN INCLUDING: 

Self employed Rental property’s CIS contractors 
Limited companies New start up’s 

16 LEIGHSW000 ROAD. ALDRIDGE 
FOR A INITIAL CONSULTATION 

CALL: 

hakshQhay£r@taxasst5t.co,rik www,taxas$ist.co,iik/waisall 


MMFM DOORS 

Formerly known as C W Doors 

WALSALL 

| DOOR SUPPLIERS AND FITTERS fj 


rr i 

1 SHOW ROOM NOW OPEN 

1 SEE INSTORE FOR SPECIAL OFFERS 



• External doors 


1 i J 

• Oak pre painted doors S 


f 

• White pre painted doors ^ 

• Fire doors fitted ^ 

Freephone 0800 0193376, 1 

01922 623151 or 07810 122133 
Unit 44, Pleck Road, Walsall, WS2 9XX 

> 

L 

N 



Jay's Carpentry 

& Home Improvements 


NEED EXTRA SPACE?, 
GARAGE CONVERSION! 


i 


Fitted Wardrobes 
• Floors • Tiling 
Doors • Decking 

FREE QUOTES 


Call Jason: 01922 611272 
/ 07951 922879 

www.jayscarpentry.co.uk 


J. P. Techniclean 

Thorough Carpet, Upholstery, 
Curtain & Leather cleaning 
family run business 

Call John 0800 511 8454 
07932 766 162 

Est1994 


Double Glazing 


WINDOW DOCTOR 


GLAZING REPAIRS, DOORS & WINDOW REPAIRS 

MISTY & BROKEN GLASS REPLACED. 

WE REPAIR HANDLES,HINGES,SEALS,PATIO”S, 
WINDOW & DOOR LOCKS. 

FASCIAS, GUTTERS AND CONSERVATORY ROOFS CLEANED 

10 YR GUARANTEE 

K ) 01 543504900E4HRS E st 30 
!>/ 07748 108035 

1 a WELLINGTON DRIVE, CANNOCK WS11 1PU yCCll O 


Driveways 



www.creteprintpaving.co.uk 
creteprintpaving@btconnect.com 
Tel: 01S43 S71111 or 0800 3818 2.43 



HardScape 

DRIVEWAYS & ROOFING 

BLOCK PAVING & ROOFING CONTRACTORS 


Block Paved Driveways 
Tarmac Driveways 


Landscaping 

Roofing 


tel: 01543 887989 

mob: 07477 584352 

www.hardscapedriveways.co.uk m 


WESTCOT 

CONTRACTORS LTD 

38 Years Experience 

TARMACADAM CONCRETE BLOCK PAVING 
LEADING DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL CONTRACTORS COVERING 
LICHFIELD AND STAFFORDSHIRE 

• Domestic Drives • Patios • Tennis Courts construction 
• Commercial car parks and roads • Vehicle access crossing highway approved 

Free quotations - All work guaranteed 

Call for enquiries 07985 233112 

Office 01543 251416 



vj fliTllirlr AT3 II111RI 


M Bioelectric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality 

local service call: — 


mbelectric. co.ukM 


Lawn/Grass 

Cutting 

Services 

Discounts for senior citizens 

07973 814713 (24hr) 
Evenings 
(01543) 262395 


Fencing 


B.J. FENCING SUPPLIES £ 

MEMBERS of GUILD OF MASTERCRAFTSMEN 


PANEL 


Featheredge Heavy Duty 


Featheredge Tanalised 


Overlap 8 Bar 


Overlap 10 B 


6’x2’ 6’x3 6’x4’ 6’x5’ 6’x6 ! 


£17 


£19 


£ 12.56 


£ 13.56 


£19 


£21 


£ 13.56 


£ 14.56 


£21 


£24 


£ 14.56 


£16 


£23 


£26 


£ 15.56 


£17 


£25 


£28 


£17 


£ 18.56 


CONCRETE POSTS • GRAVEL BOARDS • TIMBER POSTS • RAILS 
TRELLIS • PICKET • GATES • BALLAST • CEMENT ETC 
* SUPPLY AND ERECT • FREE QUOTES • O.A.P DISCOUNTS * 

TEL: 01543 674688, 07886369958 OR 07828693442 
UNIT 7E, ZONE 4, BURNTWOOD BUSINESS PARK, 
BURNTWOOD WS7 3XD (OPPOSITE MORRISONS) 


P J BROADHURST FENCING 

Top Quality Fencing Supplied & Fitted 

All types of fence panels • Gravel boards 

FREE QUOTES 

You will be blown away by our prices! 

01922 611681 
07770 954073 

www.pjbroadhursffencing.co.uk 



S3HSHB0 




J L Garden & Tree Services 

Garden Maintenance & Tree Felling 
Tree Felling 
Garden Maintenance 
All Debris Removed 

Call Jason for a No Obligation Quote 
Fully Insured 

Tel: 01922 615936 
Mob: 07809 431703 



mm 


Visit Website for FREE call back 
www.jlgardenandtreeservices.co.uk 


Woodman Tree Services 

Domestic & Commercial 
Council Approve Contracts 
Over 30 yrs Experience 
Fully insured 

Qualified, all work to BS 3998 standards 

■ "x * Felling * Re-shaping * Pruning 

\ * Reduction * Hedge Trimming 

' * Stump Removal * Landlord Contracts 
24 hour Emergency Call Out 
Logs and wood chip for sale 

R.G. Wood ARB 

Home: 01543 258108 
Mobile: 07947 352960 




LOFT SERVICES 

UPVC or Wooden Drop Down 
Loft Hatch with Easiway 
Aluminium Ladder 

£185 fitted 


New or enlarged Loft access 
• LOFT FLOORING 
• LOFT INSULATION 


Call Carl on 

0121 556 1761 
07502 103997 

See our website 
www.westmidlandsloftservices.co.uk 
15 years’ experience 
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Plastering 


C.A. Plastering 


For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment 
needs on plastering, boarding, overboarding, | 
partitions, re-skimming and artex covering. 

Ws 


07538 718264 


Plumbing & Heating 



N. MAYO 

GAS SERVICES 


All Plumbing 
Gas Work 
undertaken 

Gas Safe registered 


07886 982903 
01922 448311 


Pauls Home Services LTD 

Condensing Boilers 
Radiators • Upgrades 
Gas Work • Full Heating 
Breakdowns 

Bathrooms • Cloakrooms 

• Kitchens • Plumbing 
• Tiling • Showers 

• Electrics • Plastering 

• Decorating • Lighting 

FREE QUOTATIONS 
ALL WORK GUARANTEED 
07790 873567 > 
01922 417062/4.^ 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE ( re,— 


Roofing 


★ Discounts for OAP’s 
★ Insurance Work ★ Lead Work 

★ Ridge Tiles Replaced 

★ Flat Roofs* Pointing 
★ Rubber Roofing (E.P.D.M.) 

★ Chimney Repairs ★ Fascias & Gutters 
25 years in the business 
FAMILY RUN - FREE QUOTES 




Roofing 


CJ.S. ROOFING 

Flat roofing specialist 

• Tiling • Slating • Chimneys • Fascias etc 
RUBBER SYSTEMS 

All work guaranteed - 35 years experfij^s. i 

Call 01922 627932 1 
ciive: 07778 444401 <<W 


WALSALL ROOFING 

SPECIALISTS 

AS RECOMMENDED OH 


thebestofwalsall 



ROOFING SAFE 


• Flat roof specialists • New roofs • UPVC 

• Fascia • Soffits 

• Guttering • Chimney repairs 

• All roof repairs 

CALL NOW FOR A FREE 
NO OBLIGATION QUOTE 




Slate and Tile Repairs o 20 Year Guarantee 
Flat Roofs? EPDM ■ o Dry Ridge Systems 

Rubber Roofing o 25 Years Experience 
uPVC Soffits , i t a j 0 f£| Re-Roofs 
and Fascias , jgO, All genuine 
.0 Chimney Reducing quotes beal 
o Glittering Repairs ' O Special rates for 
o All Pointing Work f If senior citizens 
o insurance Woric 


CALL MARK: 


Telephone: 01922 2540 

Mobile: 07403 380136 
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01922 694548/07790 214856 

www.walsallroofingspecialists.co.uk 


~ ,A1 Little Job Man 

Q/O (Part of the Imperial Residential Group) 

'J Over 35 years experience 

I • Fast Roof Repairs • Felt Work & Guttering 

• New Roofs Chimneys & Valleys 
I • uPVC Fascias & Guttering FREE Quotes 

• All Building Work Undertaken 
■ • All Work Guaranteed • All Areas Covered 


01922 440004 


BSE 




ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 





MOBILITY SCOOTER 


Quingo Vitess 4 to 8mph. Road 
legal. 80hours use. With 
charger and storage cover. You 
don’t need to be disabled to use 
it, new cost £2,500. 

£675 ono. 

01562 754127. 


MOBILITY SCOOTERS WANTED . 

Any condition working or not. 

Call 07967 003600. 

WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 



L Leisure 
Time 



IJACKSON-HATELEYI 

CYCLES 


www.jacksonhateleycycles.co.uk 


GIGANTIC 

CYCLE CLEARANCE 

BOOK YOUR SUMMER CYCLE 
NOW AT SALE PRICE! 


All cycles built and guaranteed 
with a 24 hour repair service 


All spares and accessories at discount price 

HATELEY’S 


Simply the best 

Ring Dave on 
01902 782344 

458 Stafford Road, Oxley, 
Wolverhampton 


CARBOOT 
& MARKET 

Every Sunday 8am - 2pm 

CATERERS REQBIRED 


ROOTERS £4 


Church Eaton, 
off the A5 Wenlock Bank, 
ST20 OAB 

07979 472 572 


*BEST SUNDAY* 
BOOTSALE 

Only £5 per Car/Van. 

7AM START. Cocksparrow Lane, 
Cannock WS12 4PB 

+ 07890 267 041. 




We Want Your 
Motorhome 

Finance Cleared 
Fast Secure Payment 
Top Prices Paid 

Please Call 

AEG on 01384 848439 or 
Lee Jinks on 07740 895448 
www.aegmotorhomes.co.uk 


CARAVAN FOR SALE in North 
Wales near Ruthin, £12,995 sited. 
Call 07590 124226. 


CARAVANS & CHALETS For sale 
with seaviews. Clarach Bay near 
Aberystwyth from £4995 includes 
2017 site fees. Call Phil on: 01970 
820579. sales@clarachbay.com 


LUXURY LODGE FOR SALE! Sited 
on 4* park near Aberystwyth. Inc full 
decking, £61,950. Payment options 
available. Deposits from 10% 
(T&C’s). Call Paul 07960 944721. 


PRE-OWNED CARAVAN with 
decking. Inc all 2017 site fees, full 
12 month season. Payment options 
available (T&Cs). £17,495. Call 
Paul on 07960 944721 for details. 


REFURBISHED CARAVAN FOR 
SALE! Central Heating and sleeps 
8, £17,995. Deposits from 10%. 12 
Month Park, Borth. Call Paul 07960 
944721. 



STATIC CARAVAN SOMER¬ 
SET 


Lovely holiday home for sale on 
4* star Doniford Bay. Sleeps up 
to 8. THe caravan has Sea 
views. Caravam owners get use 
of all facilties on site. 

£11,995 

07814923168 



THIS SUNDAY AND 
EVERY SUNDAY 
I Now at Dark Lane, 

Featherstone WVIO 7HT 
Just off main A460. 
1 minute from J11 M6 
1 minute J1 M54 

^47/ enquiries Tel: 07831 182 116 
Or for more information visit 


MANY EXTRAS 


STERLING VOYAGER 1997 

Good condition, 2 berth, 

19ft long, full cooker, shower, 
toilet/wash area, 
full and porch awnings, 
aqua rolls and waist masters, 
winter cover, 

£1,100 ono. 

01543 674063. 



2010 SWIFT CHARISMA 

Showroom condition one owner 
from new. 

light to tow, 2 berth, 15ft. 
end dressing room 
motor mover 

£7,750 

07717090817 

3 BEDROOM CARAVAN for sale at 
Gian y Mor Leisure Park, Sea view 
and decking for more details please 
contact 07547721309. 



WANTED 
ALL CARAVANS 

Any age or condition 
Also motorhomes wanted. 

TOP PRICES PAID 

Immediate collection. 

CALL THOMAS 
07717 280 996 

www.tscaravansandmotorhomes.co.uk 



CARRERA GRYPHON bike, blue. 
Used only once, in excellent condi¬ 
tion. £100 ono. 

Cannock 01543 462271. 


Free 

IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 

MODEL DRIVERS, Seven for sale, 
plus fishing tackle, will sell sepa¬ 
rately. 07857 893607. 



TO HIRE 

Tywyn near Barmouth/Aberdovey 

LARGE SIX BERTH 
CARAVAN 

Seafront site, sandy beach, 
picturesque views, club 
and shop. 

Enquiries tel: 07979 716398 
or 01543 878367 


DOLPHIN CARAVAN PARK. Brean 
Somerset. Call 01278 751258 
www.dolphincaravanpark.co.uk 


caravan parks 

\___ 


LUXURY HOLIDAY HOME for sale 
on 5* park. Golf, fishing, bar & 
restaurant, pet friendly £24,995 inc. 
2017 site fees www.pearllake.co.uk 
01568 708 326 


self catering 
holidays 


] 


BURNHAM-0N-SEA 

Self Catering Holiday 
Apartments 
Disabled Facilities 
Pet Friendly 

01278 794111 

www.GoSomerset.co.uk 


travel abroad 


READERS ARE REMINDED 

to check with any Advertisers 
that their holiday costs are fully 
covered by a recognised bonding or 
insurance scheme. 



L Home & 
Services 




at short notice for our monthly auctions 


01782638100 


ITALIAN STYLE 

Walnut bedroom suite, large 4 
drawer wardrobe, chest of 
drawers, dressing table and 
bedside cabinet, excellent 
condition, cost £2,200. 
£250 ono. 

01922 473962. 



C B SHEDS 

& FENCING 

flHIply & fit. Free quotes. 

Call: 01922 720270 

We also supply sleepers and decking 


6x5 

Lap Panels 

£16 each (inc vat) 

WS3 2BQ 


Bloxwich Fencing Ltd 
Freephone 0500 506041 


or 01922 712184 


A BEAUTIFUL 
LUSH GREEN 
LAWN TURF 
CUT FRESH IN EASY TO 
LAY ROLLS £1.75 PER ROLL 
Prompt deliveries daily 
TRENT VALLEY TURF 

01902 738217 




AT SHEDRITE Potting sheds, log 
cabins, summerhouses etc. Willen- 
hall Rd WV1 2HA 01902 450137. 

SLABS 450mm x 450mm RIVEN 
FACED, only £1.76 inc. VAT. 
Ranton Building Supplies: 

01543 276006. 



ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

That the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly differentiate 
between Private and Trade. 


ASH RECLAMATION new and 

used building materials, upvc doors 
and windows 01543 453222. 

HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


A Genuine Lady Buyer! 

Cash paid for any amount of Gold 
Jewellery, Costume Jewellery ect. 

Watches, Coins, Medals, 

All memorabilia, Porcelain etc. 

Highly Recommended! ^ 
01922 495066 or 07971 783206 



MOBILITY SCOOTERS 


Cash paid for your old, 
unwanted or non working 
mobility scooter. 

Will collect at your 
convenience. 

Call Lichfield 

01543 252538 or 07769 
263312. 


READERS ARE ADVISED to 

carefully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any 
of their items. 
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READERS ARE REMINDED 

that they may require profes¬ 
sional advice before entering into 
obligations. 



c 


aerials 


j 


Egnai 


ri =t LP-I h ri =f (offinW 

AERIALS FITTED FROM £75 


®57S@QSSD57©£7 

&0&D3^D{]aXD 
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CHOOSE 

CLASSIFIED 



“I am very pleased 
with the response 
I get from my 
Classified 
Advertising 
Contract” 


Steve - 

AA Digital Aerials 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319 191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


alarms/security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


appliance repairs 


A SAME DAY REPAIR - Cookers 
Autos Fridges Vacs and Micros. 
Call 07900 578897/07801 746853. 


bathrooms 

/er 20 years 
r ,experience in bathroc 
kitchen installations 
TILING/PLASTERINC 
FREE QUOTES 
20% off throughout March! 

07392 379741 or 01543 529648 



building services 


DAVIES & SON BUILDERS 

Over 35 years experience in the industry 

All aspects of building work including: 
Extensions, loft conversions, roofing, 
driveways & landscaping. 
Discounts offered. 

01902 579592/07837 994465 


P.FENLON BUILDERS All aspects 
of building. Block paving, plaster¬ 
ing, brickwork etc. 01902 445315 / 
07790 286187. 


VM INSTANT SOLUTIONS LTD 


Specialists in: External walls, 
Facade Insallations, Brick 
Walls, Foundations, Roofing, 
Gardening & more. 


FREE QUOTES CALL: 07463 131079 


RECLAIMED BRICKS, Tiles, 
Slates, Oakbeams, Flooring, York 
Stone. Cawarden 01889 574066. 
sales@cawardenreclaim.co.uk 


carpentry & | 

joinery| 

CARPENTRY AND JOINERY 

Kitchens, fitted wardrobes, doors, 
flooring, staircases and refurbs. 
07903 234137 or 0121 4939733. 
SPR CARPENTRY Six internal pre¬ 
primed doors fully fitted from £370. 
0121 5322672 or 07958 552625. 


carpet fitters 


5 suppl 

just fitted, quality samples brought 
to your home, no job too small, free 
quotes call Mark 01543 820598 / 
07941 619694. 


double glazing 


ATSDOUBLE GLAZING 

UPVC Doors & Windows 

Very competitive prices, family run 

FREE QUOTES &0AP DISCOUNTS 

01922 442720 or 07783 229386 


electrical 

services 


ALL ELECTRICAL work from a 
switch to a rewire. Insured, free qu¬ 
ote 01902 575570 / 07958 627434. 

MB ELECTRIC.CO.UK H ome 
wiring specialist. NICEIC. High 
quality local service. Freephone; 
0800 211 8398 / 07939 503905 





PORTWfly 

FENCING 


SPECIAL OFFER 

7 0 Bays of quality fencing, concrete posts, 
gravel boards £695 
Heavy duty panels supplied & fitted. 


0121 531 5250/07866137 656 

Mon - Fri 8am - 4.. - 

Sat 8am -12noon 
83 Portway Rd, W'bury 


CHOOSE 

CLASSIFIED 



“I am extremely 
happy with the 
service I get from 
my Express & Star 
Classified Sales 
Representative 
and I would 
recommend them 
to anyone!” 

Michael - 
Portway Fencing. 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319 191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


gates 


ALL METAL GATES,RAILINGS, 

etc. Free quotes, also repairs & 
fitting. 07903 500642 24 hours. 
DARLASTON FABS 30 years exp in 
supplying/fitting gates and railings. 
Free quotes: 07497 667752. 


gardening 
v services 


Landywood Tree & Landscaping Services 


All garden work, tree felling/lopping, 
pruning, hedges trimmed, turf, 
patios, fencing, block-paving etc. 
www.landywoodlandscaping.co.uk 


gas fitting 


GAS 

SERVICES 

• Boilers • Cookers 

• Fires • Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to carry out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 


house clearances 




ALL ROUND 
CLEARANCE 

Professional family run business 
House clearances full or part, 
also garages, sheds etc. 
Telephone Kev 

07794 912844 


A1 HOUSE 
CLEARANCE 

Full, part and single 
rubbish removed. 

Garage and 
sheds cleared. 
Leather 3 piece 
suites and leather 
chesterfields wanted. 

01922 492007 


A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 
07852 172641 / 07710 360327 
HARVEYS HOUSE CLEARANCES 
Quick, discreet and professional. 
07939 421862/01902 410433 


kitchen fitters 


THE KITCHEN FITTER Over 20 
years experience. Call 07881 
654757 or 01543 373233. 


painters 

decorators 


□ 


f JD PAINTERS ^ 

& DECORATORS 

Over 35 years experience! 
Discounts offered for OAP’S 
Free Quotes _ ^ A. 

07786 827074 6 ^ 


C I PAINTING & DECORATING 

Over 30 yrs experience.City & 
Guilds approved. Free Quotes. 
07913 732756 or 01902 650716. 
C&D DECORATING City & Guilds / 
Wallpapering. Tiling and Flooring. 
Free quotes, call 07973 286288. 


plans prepared 


ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 
BUILDING Plans: Prepared/submit¬ 
ted. K J Bradley 01902 373248 
07792 165767. www.plans4u.co.uk 


plastering 


MINT PLASTERING 

For the very best in plastering and rendering, 
full rooms inc materials from 110. Halls, 
stairs and landings from 200 

30 years experience. 

Free quotes. All work guaranteed 

01922 606503/07519 694516 


D&C PLASTERING AND RENDER¬ 
ING Fast, clean, reliable service. 
Also building work. Free Quotes 
07793 747829 or 01543 300444. 


J&B Tree Care, Landcape 
& Jetwashing Services 


* Trees, shrubs and hedges planted. 

* Fencing supplied and erected 

* Turf supplied and laid 

* Stumps treated or removed 

* Hedges and shrubs tidied 

* All pesticide and fungicide 
work undertaken. 

* Jetwashing of your driveways, 

walls and brickwork, paths and patios. 




rilr" 


FULLY INSURED and safety conscious! 
For a free fixed quote call: 


01922 449268 or 07786 166856 


M & S PLASTERING & BUILDING 

Services. Home/Garden Improve- 
ments.Mark or Sara: 07741 7/0897 


plumbing & 
v heating 


TAD PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

For all your plumbing needs. 

30 years experience 
24 HOUR CALL OUT, NO FEE! 
Call Trevor on 07791 319397 


A RELIABLE PLUMBER No job too 

small. No call out fee. Call Lee: 
07713 149278 / 01902 330351. 

A.A HEATING & PLUMBING All gas 

work. Install/ Service/ Repair. 
01922 660410 or 07540- 


PLUMBING WORK UNDERTAKEN 

No job too small or larae. Call Will 
for a free quote on: 07521 411108. 


removals 


KT HOUSE REMOVALS 

12 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS. 
LOCAL OR DISTANCE FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 


A DJ REMOVAL house or one item. 
Affordable rates, reliable. Call: 
01902 652346 or 07912 980177. 


07817 842980 or 01902 744829. 

CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 

KC REMOVALS We beat any quote, 
full or part loads, all areas. Anything 
considered. Call on 07867 862227. 


roofing 


A ROOFING 

main, flat, felt, firestone 
rubber, fibreglass, all 
repointing, fascias, soffits, 
gutters. Free quotes. All 
quotes beaten. 8am-8pm. 
01902 722447. 


CLIFF NICHOLLS 

Roofing & Scaffolding 
Ruvber Roofing 

All Roofing and Scaffolding 
Work carried out. 

35 years experience 

Freephone 
(0800) 220 -729 


skip hire 


WOLVERHAMPTON 

SKIP HIRE 

MINI, MIDI 

& 

BUILDERS SKIPS 
WITH DOORS 

Established 26 years 

Call: 

01902 722876 



QUICKA SKIPS 

Mini, Midi, 6 Yard with 
doors and Builders. 

7 days - Prompt Service 
01902 404800/ 
07983 580884 
www.quickaskips.co.uk 


A absolute affordable skip 

RUSSELL 

SKIRSO 

Mini, midi skips 
Prompt delivery / collection 
(0121) 520 3388 / 07721 387990 


COLDSHILL SKIPS 

Bring your own waste 
cheaper than skips. General, 
Green, Wood waste any size 
vehicle. Phone for prices: 

0121 557 3346 


upholstery 


ABANDON NOT! 


rvro 




I ESTABLISHED OVER 

E MARSH 
Showroom, Elm House 
Pountney St, W’ton. WV2 4HX 
01902 712484/424296 


UPHOLSTERY SERVICES 3pcs/ 
springs/caravans/pubs/club/antiqu 
es. 01902 689844 / 07817 842980. 




Pets & 
Animals 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses, Donkeys or Ponies 
have the required Passport infor¬ 
mation. 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and using 
guns. 


GREYHOUNDS MAKE 
WONDERFUL PETS 

All neutered, innoculated 
and microchipped. 

Call 01922 412212 or 
www.rgtwolverhampton.co.uk 
Q RGT Wolverhampton 
@RGTWolves 


I FEEDING/ TOILETING I 
Hourly rate 

I Special rates for OAP’s I 
| Fully insured / registered | 

tc Wic j 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


KOI CARP , 6-26 inch for sale. 
Call Steve on 
07857 893607. 


WEDNESBURY SANCTUARY 

needs a home for Junior, a friendly 
black and white kitten. 

0121 502 5027. 


Business & 
Farming 


U 


READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering into any 
obligations. 



WE BUY HOUSES 

CALL TONY OR MANDY 

ON 

07792 196806 


Home Cash Buyer 

Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

£££ RENT BACK OPTIONS £££ 

Houses /Land Required 

Ring Paul 24/7 Local 07870 341 089 

Sandwell area: Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock area: Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton: Call 01902 489901 
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk 


Need to sell your 
home fast? 


Purchase Agreed Within 

7 PAYS 


We can help you all circumstances considered 
make a fresh start complete on date to suit 

With solutions to suit... ™ E V*™ AN ° LEGALS . 

you can clear your debts ^REE FRIENDLY ADVICE . 

and make a fresh start LOCAL COMPANY 


MARION PROPERTY SOLUTIONS 


WHY NOT CALL US TODAY 
01922 311 030 OUR LINES ARE OPEN 24/7 


*Terms and 
Conditions apply 


we bvycASH 

ANY HOUSE W# 

CALL US FREE 24 Hours/ 7days I 

0800 246 1047), 


WE OFFER £20,000 CASH ADVANCE 

<2f NO Fees & FREE Solicitors <2f We Buy Any Area & Any Condition 


www.ukfastsale.co.uk 




J9 

Aft ummiodition 


NO DEPOSIT 

★MOVE IN TODAY* 

Studios 

from £90 pw* 
Rooms 
from £65 pw* 

*inciudes Most Bills 

CHECK WEBSITE FOR LIVE LIST 


wsiB&ianao 

J9accommodation.com 


NOTICE TO READERS 

It is an offence under the Accom¬ 
modation Agencies Act 1953, for an 
Agency to charge a fee simply for 
the registration of your require¬ 
ments and/or supplying particulars 
of premises to let. 

NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments/contracts. 

ONE BEDROOM flat to let, Bloxwich, 
Dhss welcome, £420pm. 

07583 703674. 

ONE BEDROOM flat, West Brom, 
large lounge, set in quiet cul-de- 
sac, off road parking, CH, DG, fitted 
kitchen, Over 25’s only, no DSS. 
£395pcm + £395 dep. 07943 
198843. 

STUDIO FLAT Fully turn, 24hr hot 
water, pp, all bills inc, nr Sandwell 
hospital. 07828 504083 

WALSALL 3 bedroom house and 
rooms in shared house to let, rooms 
£70 inc most bills. 07825 581676. 


WILLENHALL 3-bed semi, quiet cul- 
de-sac location, nearby schools, 
suit Family. Ref reqd. £575pcm. 
07957 778757. 07564 826094. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 




FreeAds 


IT'S FREE 
IT'S EASY 

*Advertise any item FREE up to 
the value of £250 go to: 
bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 


Simply click the FreeAds icon 




*Private advertisers only, no guns, pets, or livestock. 
Free adverts are published within 7 days of receipt, in-paper 
and online and are limited to 3 lines maximum. 
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ClassffiedAds 


01902 317878 | classifiedads.expressandstar.co.uk 




Jobs 




LUil 


FULLY QUALIFIED SITE 
MANAGER new build residential 
experience required CV to 
lisa@sclift.com 

PAINTERS AND DECORATORS 

required. 1st class trade persons 
only. All projects in Midlands area. 
Call 07753 573298. 


Biasi UK Ltd are looking to recruit the following 1 pi * ai 

Technical and Service Advisor Zj DIAo I 

This role will be within our Technical team. The Technical advisor will be responsible 
for answering incoming technical enquiries for Biasi heating products from our 
customers, aiming to fix or diagnose any issues with our products or service as 
professionally and efficiently as possible. Our customers are merchants, installers and 
end users. This role reports into the Finance Director. 

You will answer inbound communication via phone or written and provide trouble 
shooting and technical assistance to a high level. You will resolve complaints or 
escalated queries and schedule engineer visits in conjunction with the service 
department. 

The ideal candidate will preferably hold all Domestic Gas Qualifications. 

You must be flexible, good communicator and able to work as part of a team player. 
Salary and Benefits - £18,500pa, with 0/T available which could take earnings to 
approx. £20,000 

• 20 days paid annual leave 

• Intense ProductTraining provided. 

• Statutory Holidays increasing with service 

• Contributory pension 

To apply send your CV and a covering letter to Craig_Webster@biasi.uk.com 
_ Telephone: 01922 714618 _ 


FULL TIME POSITION to help tem¬ 
plate and fit glass splashbacks in 
Walsall. Salary negotiable depend¬ 
ing on skills and experience Call 
01922 411077. 



CIVILS OPERATIVES/ MACHINE OPERATORS 

Key Responsibilities: 

• Carry out reactive, maintenance & construction work 

• Ensure that work is completed to a high standard within a 
reasonable time scale 

• Complete the required paperwork, as required 

• To be able to carry out on site risk assessments & raise 
issues when circumstances arise 

• Work flexibly and carry out any suitable duty requested of you 

• Take ownership of issues on site 

• Communicate with the supervisor as & when required 
Key Skills and Qualifications: 

• Holder of a Full UK driving licence 

• Holds the relevant Industry qualifications 

(e.g. applicable Apprenticeship or NVQ equivalent) 

• Experience of electrical utility work 

• Holder of a CSCS card 

• Cat & Genny Trained (desirable) 

• CPCS Excavator Trained (desirable) 

• NRSWA Trained (Operative/Supervisor) 

• Practical experience 

• Committed/ Hardworking/ Reliable worker 

• General willingness to be helpful, enthusiastic and flexible 

• Able to work as an individual and as part of a team 

FULL TIME, OVERTIME AVAILABLE. 

Please send CV to joy@pascon.co.uk 


Motoring 




HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


LOW MILEAGE 


FORD FOCUS 1.6 
TITANIUM 

4-dr saloon, 

only 8,147 miles, 58 reg., 
one owner from new, 
fully serviced. 

£3,000. 

0121 502 2463. 


IMMACULATE 


HONDA CIVIC 
VTEC SPORT 

2004, petrol, 

12 months MoT, 
36,000 miles, 
excellent condition, 

£3,000. 

07837 213990. 



MERCEDES BENZ C230 

Special model with many 
extras including automatic, 
leather trim, silver in colour, 
sunroof, sports coupe. 

£3,150 ono. 

01952 811019 or 07929 
957102. 


■P 


PEUGEOT 208 
PURE TECH ACTIVE 

1.0, five door, white, 
October 65 reg, 
one lady owner, 
8,000 miles only, 

18 months warranty. 
£7,295. 

0121 358 6350. 
07774 681486. 


AUTOMATIC 


VAUXHALL CORSA 1.4 SE 

2010, blue, 5dr, 28,000 miles, 
12 months MoT, FSH, heated 
seats, air con etc. 

Excellent condition. 

£4,500. 

Halesowen 07908 009210. 



FILL YOUR NEXT VACANCY 
WITH OUR BRONZE FIXED PRICE 
RECRUITMENT PACKAGE 

Bronze package includes: 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in Express & Star (Thursday) 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in Chronicle of your choice 

• Two week listing on jobs.expressandstar.com 

• 5 line advert to appear in Express & Star Classified 
jobs for 5 nights 

• We will run the lineage and online advert on a daily 
basis until you fill the vacancy 

Package Price £399* 

Contact Tracey Thompson 
on 01902 319645 or email 
tracey.thompson@expressandstar.co.uk 



*All prices are subject to VAT 


BARGAIN 


WV POLO 1.2 

2007, blue, 
one previous owner, 
57,200 miles, 
full MoT, 
good condition. 

£2,200 ono 
01922 445679/ 
07815 130824. 



CITROEN BERLINGO 
MULTISPACE 

2007, long MoT 
Side loading doors. 

Fully serviced, excellent clean 
reliable motor, diesel. 

First to drive will buy. 

£1,500 ono 
07543 919296. 


BARGAIN 


DAEWOO MATIZ 1000CC 

03 reg., 

11 months MoT, 
73,000 miles, 
5-door, 
drives well. 

£375 

07587141101. 


IDEAL 
FIRST CAR 


DAEWOO TACCUMA CDX 

04 reg, 2.0, silver, 
MoT’d, 
ow mileage, 

£500 ono. 

01922 493261. 



FORD FIESTA 1.3 

Endura engine, 2001, 3-door 
hatchback, MoT October, 
35,000 miles, radio / CD, lady 
owner from new, excellent 
condition. 

Bargain £525 
0121 384 7888/ 

07771 428793. 


LOOK 


RENAULT CLIO 1.2 
Dynamique 

5dr, blue, 04 reg, all extras, full 
MoT, alloys, sunroof, locks and 
drives excellent, 

£495. 

07950 388901. 



VAUXHALL COMBO 1.3 
PANEL VAN 

127,000 miles, 


2011 . 
£2,600. 
07768 841443. 



NFL MOTORCYCLE TRAINING 

CBT to full licence. Call 8am - 9pm 
for deals 01902 494422. 



OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


IVIGB 

TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

lOOO’s of parts 
available at all times 

M0NM0RE RD. WV1 2TZ 


vehicle hire 


DALLAS 

■■ 



13A , Woden Road West, Wednesbury, WS10 7SF 
www.dallas-hire.co.uk Tel: 0121 647 7112 


W.T.R. VAN HIRE Connects, 
Transits, Lutons with Tail lifts, 
pick-ups Open seven days. 
01902 457002/ 01384 79090. 



mobile 

i mechanics 


MOBILE MECHANICS Service & 
repairs. Headgasket, clutches and 
cambelts. 07747 848469. 


B 


N 


Local 

Information 


Department for Transport 


ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 - SECTION 14(l)(a) 
AND THE MOTORWAYS TRAFFIC (ENGLAND AND WALES) 
REGULATIONS 1982 - REGULATION 16(2) 

THE M6 TOLL MOTORWAY 
(JUNCTION 11A TO JUNCTION T7) (STAFFORDSHIRE) 
(TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) ORDER 2017 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Secretary of State for 
Transport has made an Order on the M6 Toll Motorway, in the 
County of Staffordshire, to allow resurfacing, safety fencing, 
drainage maintenance and communication and electrical works to 
be carried out. 

The effect of the Order will be to close - 

1) the southbound carriageway of the M6 Toll from its junction 
with the exit slip road at 11a, to its junction with the entry slip 
road at Junction T7; 

2) the slip road leading to the southbound carriageway of the 
M6 Toll at Junction T8; and 

3) various lanes of the southbound carriageway of the M6 Toll from 
a point 120 metres north of the centreline of Great Saredon Road 
overbridge, to a point 170 metres south of the centreline of A460 
Middlehill Overbridge, and allow traffic to run on the hard shoulder. 

The work will be carried out overnight between 21:00 hours and 
06:00 hours and is expected to start on Tuesday 9 May 2017 and 
continue for 8 months. The order will come into force on 2 May 2017. 
Vehicles being used for police, fire brigade or ambulance purposes 
and vehicles being used by a traffic officer or being used in 
connection with the works will be exempt from the closures. 

A diversion route via the A460 will be signed. 

For further information please contact Letty Askew of Highways 
England Company Limited on 0300 470 2799. 

J Griffiths, a Divisional Director in the Department for Transport. 

Walsall Council, Planning, Engineering and 
Transportation 

Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) Planning (Listed Buildings and 
Conservation Areas) act 1990 Development Management Procedure Order 2015 
(as amended) 

The below applications have been made to the Walsall Council. Applications can 
be viewed at First Stop Shop, Civic Centre, Walsall or online www.walsall.gov.uk/ 
planning. Representations can be made online, email: planningservices@walsall. 
gov.uk or in writing to Head of Planning and Building Control, Civic Centre, Darwall 
Street, Walsall, WS1 IDG. Representations should be made within 21 days of the 
date of this notice. Please note: Your letter and personal details will form part of 
the planning file which is a public document and will be available for inspection at 
the Council Offices. The information may be released as part of a request under the 
Freedom of Information Act. 

17/0247 Mr Mark Daniels FOR: SINGLE STOREY REAR EXTENSION TO REPLACE 
EXISTING REAR EXTENSION, UNDERGROUND STORE WITH RETAINING WALL 
AND STEPS, REAR BOUNDARY WALL TO REPLACE FENCE. AT: 39, BUCHANAN 
AVENUE, WALSALL, WS4 2ER 

17/0340 Mr Sangha FOR: ERECTION OF 4 SELF-CONTAINED FLATS 
(RESUBMISSION OF 15/0969/FULL). AT: LAND REAR OF 56 TO 62, WEDNESBURY 
ROAD, WALSALL 
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Personals 







LOOKING FOR !! 

Does anyone know the 
whereabouts or contact number 
of Miss B K Carter who worked 
at Reginald Tildesley in the 
1980’s. 

All information treated in 
confidence. 


Box Number P20790, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, 
WV1 1ES. 


LOOKING FOR FEMALE 
COMPANION 

Age 20 - 30ish by Male early 
30’s for caravan holidays in this 
country, east coast. Accommo¬ 
dation, food and drinks paid for, 
only spending money required, 
nothing expected in return only 
companionship and friendship, 
going June and September this 
year. 

Walsall / Brownhills area. 
Box Number P20787, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 
MEET SEXY local women, genuine 
adult contacts, fast & discreet. Call 
0330 022 6244/07008 026348. 


«0» 

SINCERE CARING GENUINE 
MALE 

Mid 50’s, divorced, own house 
and car, solvent, modern 
outlook and dress sense, seeks 
female for friendship, possible 
relationship. 

Could be our/your year!. 

Box Number P20788, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 


BUY 

SELL 


LOCAL 

LOCAL 


01902 317878 
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Penn’s Sandeep Dhillon keeps wicket as Springvale’s Matt Bennett bats 


Wednesbury bowler Sajid Nazir bowls to Matt Axton, at Wednesbury Sports Union and Cricket Club 



Paceman Dan Wale will spearhead Pelsall’s attack this year 



Ex-Pelsall man Steve Blews has joined Hammerwich 


Cricket clubs looking to 
hit their rivals for six 


THE Staffordshire Club Cricket Cham¬ 
pionship Premier Division season has 
opened up with 12 teams vying for glory. 

Milford Hall took the spoils last summer and 
a place in the Birmingham League, but who 
will be successful this year? We take a look at 
the top flight line-up. 

Aldridge CC 
Captain: Dan Shortland 
One to watch: Royeth Hussain 
Aldridge go into the season with a new phi¬ 
losophy after a campaign that saw them finish 
soundly in mid-table in 2016. This summer will 
see the side line-up with more fresh faces, hav¬ 
ing done the majority of their recruitment in¬ 
ternally by promoting players from their youth 
team. Captain Dan Shortland believes that approach 
will prove to be exciting at least. “We are excited re¬ 
ally,” he said. “We are looking to change the focus 
of the club as we have lost about five members of 
the first team. Now we have a lot of younger players 
stepping up. In particular, this is the year that I am 
looking forward to seeing the emergence of Royeth 
Hussain.” 

Beacon CC 
Captain: Daniel Green 
One to watch: Tom Bingham 

Having finished runners-up for the past two sea¬ 
sons, Beacon will have a new man in charge this sum¬ 
mer with Dan Green taking on the lead role. It’s an 
opportunity that Green is relishing, having started 
his playing days as a youngster at the club. “I am re¬ 
ally looking forward to it,” he said. “I have played for 
Beacon since I was a young lad and it is something I 
always really wanted to do.” Green predicts the usual 
suspects will be in the mix for title glory. “There is 
the usual teams - Pelsall and Penn are always tough 
and then teams like Cannock and Hammerwich, who 
are always towards the top of the table,” he said. 

Cannock CC 
Captain: Will Fleet 
One to watch: Adam Benton 
What could be considered a new project is being un¬ 
dertaken at Cannock, as the club is trying to develop 
both on and off the pitch after last season’s third- 
placed finish. The season ahead will still be about de- 


SPORTING MEMORIES 


By Jack Bradley 


veloping the club. “We were never really in the mix to 
get promoted in the end,” said skipper Will Fleet. “It 
was a good experience, though. Now, we are hoping to 
just make sure we carry on improving the team.” Im¬ 
provement could come in the form of overseas player 
Nick Trebilcock - a left-handed batsman from New 
Zealand - while Adam Benton and Matt Cotterill are 
both tipped to impress by Fleet. Off the pitch, the club 
also has plans to develop a new clubhouse. 

Springvale CC 
Captain: Richard Homer 
One to watch: Paul Baker 
Springvale make their return to the Premier Di¬ 
vision after winning Division One. The team were 
relegated in 2015 but managed to bounce back at the 
first time of asking. “It’s exciting being back in the 
league - winning the league last year to come back 
up was a big accomplishment,” said captain Richard 
Homer. “Our main target is staying up this year.” 
Springvale’s bid will be aided by the arrival of expe¬ 
rienced former Walsall opening batsman Paul Baker 
and off-spinner David Geran, while Paul Baker who 
has previously opened the batting at Walsall and is an 
ex-Birmingham league player will be one to watch for 
the forthcoming campaign. 

Penn CC 

Captain: Mark Green 
One to watch: Sandeep Dhillon 

Penn will be another team going into the campaign 
with a new captain leading the charge with Mark 
Green stepping up. Green is relishing the prospect 
of leading his side - a favourite by many to contend 
for the title. “It’s my first time as captain this year, 
so hopefully we can push for the title,” he said. “It’s 
a strong side and we have added a few players who 
will come in and help a lot.” One of those players is 
former Himley and Brewood paceman Danny Smith, 
pictured left, while a more familiar face, Sandeep 
Dhillon, is the one to watch this season. “Sandeep is 
opening batsman and he’s a strong player with lots of 
experience from the Birmingham League and in the 
Staffs League.” explained Green. 


Hammerwich CC 
Captain: John Jennings 
One to watch: Ben Novis 

Hammerwich will begin their campaign having 
made three new additions in the bowling depart¬ 
ment, bringing in Steve Blews, Jamie Holmes and 
Ben Novis. Coming off the back of a steady season last 
year in which they finished fourth in the standings, 
captain John Jennings believes the additions will 
help push on an already strong side. “We matched 
any team that we played last year,” said Jennings, 
“The new players will make us stronger this season. 
We’re looking forward to it now, especially as we have 
brought in these new players.” 

Pelsall CC 

Captain: Danny Pennell 
One to watch: Jake Lee 

Pelsall will be looking to build on their fifth-place 
finish, with their relegation hangover no longer 
looming from the 2015 campaign. The club have gone 
through a period of transition with players coming 
and going, but skipper Danny Pennell believes they 
have added a lot of quality. “It’s been quite transi¬ 
tional really but we have brought in four really good 
players,” he said. “Jake Lee, Tom Wright, Dan Wale 
and and Australian Thomas Gravina have all come in. 
They bring much more athleticism in the field. There 
has really been an influx of youth.” Regarding ‘one to 
watch’ Jake Lee, Pennell believes he is at the right 
club at the right time to progress. 

Rugeley CC 
Captain: Scott Gretton 
One to watch: AM Fawcett 

Rugeley club captain Scott Gretton has been quick 
to emphasise the quality of his team before their 
season-opener against Penn as they look forward to 
competing in the top flight following last season’s pro¬ 
motion. Gretton said: “I’m very excited about the sea¬ 
son because it’s a very competitive league. We have 
got people who joined the club last season but could 
not play due to work commitments now available 
which will make a difference.” Regarding the arrival 
of Austrlaian overseas player Nathan Timbrell, Gret¬ 
ton added: “He wants to come over here and get some 
more experience. It is exciting because he has played 
at a decent standard of cricket in Australia.” 


Bentley bag cup 
against Casuals 

AFC BENTLEY proved they were up for the cup as they picked up the GA 
Evans Cup after a 2-0 win against Otter & Vixen in the final at Wolver¬ 
hampton Casuals. AFC Jacks are favourites to lift the Premier Division 
title after clocking up their 10th win in 12 league outings. A 2-1 success at 
Emerald Athletic put Jacks level on points with leaders Diffusion. 

Huf UK are still battling for Division One glory. A 6-2 win against All 
Saints Athletic leaves them five points behind leaders Gospel Oak.Frying 
Pan Darlaston were 2-0 winners at home to Wednesfield Red Lion while 
Punjab United Sports crushed Grapes 6-0. Division Two champions Old 
Bulls Head maintained their unbeaten run with a 3-1 triumph at SWL 
Spartak.The mid-table clash between Balls to Cancer and Malthouse ended 
up 2-1 in Malthouse’s favour. The race for the Division Three title contin¬ 
ued with the top two both tasting success. Andrew Turvey had a four-goal 
blast as leaders Belgrade turned on the powered to an 8-1 success away to 
Dynamo 50 Stile. Second-placed Warstones Wanderers marched to a 6-0 
win on home soil against Churchill Rovers, while Royal George went down 
3-1 to Tettenhall Royal Oak. Wolves Pride boosted their hopes of being 
crowned Division Four champions breating Ashmore 11-0. 


Ex-Albion and Villa 
man is Cowes boss 

FORMER Albion and Villa winger Steve Hunt has been appointed manag¬ 
er of Cowes Sports on the Isle of Wight. 

The 60-year-old, who won two caps for England in 1984, was named boss 
of the ninth-tier team on the last day of the season after they assured their 
Sydenhams Premier League survival. 

Hunt’s only previous managerial experience came at Willenhall Town 
in the late 1980s, although he also worked as a youth team coach for Port 
Vale and Leicester City. 

Cowes Sports FC made the announcement on their Facebook page, say¬ 
ing: “We’re delighted to announce that former Coventry, West Brom, Villa 
and England winger Steve Hunt is our New 1st Team manager. Welcome 
Steve!” 

The Sydenhams Premier League feeds into Southern League Division 
One South and West. 

Until Jake Livermore featured against Germany last month, Hunt held 
the record as the last West Bromwich Albion outfield player to line up for 
England. 


Early goal and league 
leaders left lacking 

Wolves Women 3 Loughborough Foxes 2 

WOLVES Women’s last home game of the season gave fans a thrilling 3-2 
victory over league leaders Loughborough Foxes. 

Wolves made their early pressure pay in the eighth minute as Captain 
Anna Perks headed home from a Jen Anslow corner. Loughborough got the 
equaliser in the 17th minute as Cooper slotted the ball past the oncoming 
Chloe Evans, colliding with her as the ball trickled into the net. 

Wolves’ hard work paid off in the 36th minute as they regained their lead 
from a Jodie Bragan header, making it 2-1 at the break. It didn’t take long 
to score again as Bragan headed in her second, and Wolves’ third, from a 
Laura McQuilkin corner. Loughborough’s persistence paid off in the 77th 
minute as Eastham’s shot went over the top of Evans and into the net, 
making it 3-2 to set up a nervy finale. 

Wolves had a penalty appeal waved away in the 85th minute before a shot 
from Jade Cross which was saved by the keeper. 

With Loughborough pressing Wolves maintained their composure and 
stood firm to record an impressive victory in a thrilling game. 
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Men against boys in sorry surrender 


Wood fail to 
halt the slide 
in 4-goal rout 

Westfields 4 Walsall Wood 0 

FOR only the second time in four sea¬ 
sons Wood found themselves in the bot¬ 
tom three of the Midland League Pre¬ 
mier division, but this time saw them 
relegated into division 1 for the season 
2017-2018. 

Wood had the better of a bright open¬ 
ing and should have gone ahead after 
just five minutes, Lee Hildreth racing 
clear wide right, crossing into the centre 
to find Drew Aiton who scooped a close 
range effort over the bar. On 26 minutes 
Craig Jones powered into the right of the 
box, his cross to the far post found Aidan 
Thomas who took one touch and buried 
the ball past Jenkins. 

Five minutes later up popped Grant, 
he wriggled into the centre from the 
right, cleverly set up Ham to his right 
who fired a rising drive into the top right 
hand corner to give Wood a mountain to 
climb as the news filtered through that 
Shawbury were leading 2-0 at Brocton. 

On 55 minutes Grant was found wide 
right, he slalomed inside, chased by Josh 
Mansell who brought him down, another 
harsh decision for Wood as he was red 
carded. Six minutes later a pinpoint 
crossfield ball by Jones found Thomas 
on the left of the box, his sublime calm 
finish making it 3-0 and taking Wood’s 
survival hopes out of their hands. 

It had to be Grant with the final 
word, he cut inside again from wide left, 
made the box only to be pulled back. Up 
stepped Thomas to complete his hat- 
trick from the penalty spot. 

As in the 4-3 home defeat last Sep¬ 
tember Wood just had no answer to 
the quick-silver feet and pace of Sirdic 
Grant. The end of Wood’s four years 
reign at level three, as I say goodbye 
to match reporting can I say it wasn’t 
meant to end this way, thanks everyone, 
it’s been a blast. BILL SHAW 

Boss: Midfielder 
Ozzy doesn't want 
to play for me 

ISAIAH OSBOURNE is set to leave Sad¬ 
dlers - as boss Jon Whitney revealed the 
midfielder ‘didn’t really want to play for 
me’. The 29-year-old joined Walsall on a 
free transfer at the start of the 2015/16 
campaign but ended up missing the en¬ 
tire campaign with a serious knee injury. 

Osbourne battled his way back to full 
fitness to become a key man for Whit¬ 
ney’s side this year. But it now seems his 
future is away from the Banks’s Stadium 
after he told his manager he does not 
want to play for him. 

“It’s a decision that myself and Ozzy 
(Osbourne) have made,” Whitney said. 

Meanwhile, Walsall handed out their 
end of the season awards following Sun¬ 
day’s 4-1 home defeat to MK Dons. 

Jason McCarthy was crowned fans’ 
player of the season. The players’ player 
of the season award went to Erhun Oz- 
tumer. Amadou Bakayoko was named 
young player of the season with Callum 
Cockerill-Mollett apprentice of the sea¬ 
son award. Skipper Adam Chambers was 
community player of the season while 
Oztumer’s goal at Bolton on February 
11 won goal of the season. 


WHETHER there is something riding on it or not 
- there is a way a team must conduct themselves 
on the final day of the season. Quite simply, Wal¬ 
sall produced the exact opposite. 

A crushing defeat at home to MK Dons had 
some sections of the Banks’s crowd calling for Jon 
Whitney’s head. 

Whitney’s decision to start both Andreas 
Makris and 16-year-old Mitch Candlin up front 
backfired completely. The manager may have 
wanted to give them the chance to gain some 
valuable experience for next season, but they are 
both too raw to form an effective partnership at 


HAVING recorded victories 
over some of the best players 
in the world of snooker, Mark 
Joyce is certainly not a man to 
be overlooked. 

The 33-year-old from Walsall - who 
turned professional in 2006 - may 
not be one of snooker’s most familiar 
names, but world number two Judd 
Trump, World Championship semi-fi¬ 
nalist Barry Hawkins and, arguably, 
the sport’s greatest-ever player Ronnie 
O’Sullivan have all been beaten by him. 

A level-headed character who regularly prac¬ 
tises at Q Bar, in Walsall Wood, Joyce is ranked 
46th in the world and has earned almost £82,000 
this season. 

He may not have made it to the Crucible yet, 
but beating O’Sullivan last month at the China 
Open is something he will never forget - although 
a certain victory in the 2010 UK Championship 
just trumps it. 

“It’s up there with one of my best. I think the 
Trump victory a few years ago is probably num¬ 
ber one though,” said Joyce. 

“Being in the UK Championships - our sec¬ 
ond-biggest tournament - and being on the BBC 
as well, and Judd being world number one and 
defending champion at the time, that was prob¬ 
ably the best. 

“Beating Ronnie is certainly up there but I 
have been on the tour long enough now, it’s just 
a name - you try to block out who you are playing, 
and concentrate on playing the balls.” 

Unfortunately, after beating O’Sullivan in the 
last 32, he was knocked out at the next stage by 
home favourite Ding Junhui. 

Then, he failed to qualify for the World Cham¬ 
pionship. Joyce is not one to dwell on things 
though, he is always looking ahead and every 
game - whether he wins or loses - is a learning 
experience. 

“I couldn’t have drawn two tougher matches in 
Ronnie and then Ding - two crowd favourites,” he 
said. “I had a bit of bad luck against Ding, he had 
a big fluke to win the last frame.” 

Over the last year, Joyce has competed in coun¬ 
tries such as Latvia, India, Gibraltar and China. 


SADDLERS 


this level. And that meant an experienced de¬ 
fender such as Dons’ Dean Lewington was able 
to deal with them comfortably. The Dons took a 
first-half lead when the Saddlers were caught on 
the counter attack after O’Connell lost possession 
on half-way. A brilliant Harvey Barnes’ ball split 
the Saddlers defence with Robbie Muirhead then 
emphatically firing in from 15 yards. 

The visitors doubled their advantage on the 
half-hour, Ben Reeves curling home a sweet 
strike from 20-yards. And while both goals had 


He added: “Since Barry Hearn came in, six or 
seven years ago, there are so many tournaments 
now. When I first turned pro, we had six or seven 
tournaments a year - you were semi-pro really. 

“After one tournament, there was a six or 
seven week gap before the next one. 

“Now, after the Worlds, the next season kicks 
off at the end of May. It’s pretty much non-stop 
now, which is great.” 

Joyce grew up in Walsall and had a good 
grounding in the game, learning under the 
watchful eye of the legendary Willie Thorne and 
developing at the same time as world number one 
Mark Selby. His passion for snooker started while 


an element of quality about them, in truth the 
Dons had enjoyed a very comfortable first-half. 

Whitney introduced Kieron Morris and Florent 
Cuvelier at the interval and switched to a 4-2-3-1 
formation. It proved the right call with the game 
suddenly more even. But the Dons then got a 
huge slice of good fortunate when Stuart O’Keefe 
unwittingly deflected Ben Tilney’s long-range 
strike past MacGillivray. Even when Walsall’s 
fans had something to celebrate it was quickly 
taken away. Erhun Oztumer netted his 15th of 
the season with a stunning strike from 25 yards. 
One minute later, Barnes danced into the box and 
fired past MacGillivray to secure a fourth. 


he was in primary school, and he said: “It started 
off when I was around 10, playing on a full-size 
table down the local social club. 

“And it just sort of progressed from there. I was 
playing local junior tournaments, and winning 
them quite regularly turned into national level. 

“I used to go to Willie Thorne’s in Leicester, 
playing with the likes of Mark Selby and Tom 
Ford - people like that who I grew up with.” 

Of course he would like to make it to the place 
that has long eluded him, the Crucible, but he has 
other goals in mind too and added: “I was in the 
top 32 a couple of years ago so my short-term goal 
would be to get back in there.” 


Berkswell 
back on the 
trail for title 

LEAGUE Champions Berkswell be¬ 
gan their bid to retain the title with a 
six-wicket victory over newly-promoted 
Dorridge who showed impressive form 
with the bat as they scored 264 for the 
loss of three wickets in 50 overs. 

Warwickshire’s Andy Umeed batted 
throughout the innings for an unbeaten 
88, with support from fellow opening 
batsman Ali Ebad (59) and Moham¬ 
med Akeel (42). In reply, a superb un¬ 
beaten 100 from 19-year-old Mohammed 
Ahmed and 80 from Tom Lewis ensured 
that the title favourites were off to a 
winning start. 

Wolverhampton racked up the highest 
Birmingham League Premier Division 
total of the day came as they piled up 
287-8 at home to Brockhampton. Zen 
Malik struck a maiden league century 
from 91 balls in an innings that included 
three sixes and seven fours after Amrit- 
pal Singh opened up with 76. 

Despite 65 from Sri Lankan Dinusha 
Fernando and 50 from Dominic Badger, 
the Herefordshire side went down to a 
53-run defeat with skipper James Ham¬ 
mond the top bowler with 3-66. 

Kidderminster struggled for runs, 
stumbling to 105 all out against Wal¬ 
sall, at Gorway, where former Old Hill 
seamer Billy-Jo Cox took 4-21 on his 
debut for his new club. Another Old Hill 
exile Mike Hingley hit 47 as Walsall can¬ 
tered to a six-wicket success. 

West Bromwich Dartmouth and 
Knowle & Dorridge both appear to be 
strong, this year, but it was Dartmouth 
who came out on top by 13 runs in their 
clash at Sandwell Park. Kadeer Ali (86) 
anchored the Dartmouth innings in its 
early stages before former Walmley skip¬ 
per Kasir Shah hit 40 to see them to 229- 
nine. England Under 19 seamer Henry 
Brookes took 3-33 for K & D who were 
dismissed for 216 in response. 

Triathletes take 
on Spanish course 

THIS weekend three Black Country Tri¬ 
athletes competitors travelled to Soria 
in Spain to compete for Great Britain 
in the European Duathlon Champs. Ed 
Bolland, Scott Palmer and Reece Ash- 
field all took part in the race with a 5km 
run, 20 bike and a 2.5km run. Bolland 
finished 20th in 1:16:34 in the 50-54 cat¬ 
egory, Palmer finished 31st in 1:15:06 in 
the 35-39 category and Ashfield finished 
8th in 1:06:07 in the 16-19 category. 

Closer to home Lauren Evans took 
part in the British University Sprint Tri 
Championships and finished 44th out of 
212 following a 750m swim, 25km bike 
and a 5km run in a time of 1:24:16. 
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ADVERTISER'S ANNOUNCEMENT 



THERESA MAY 



STRONG, STABLE LEADERSHIP 
IN THE NATIONAL INTEREST 


Your vote counts. It will count to strengthen Theresa May’s 
hand and the UK’s negotiating position on Brexit. Your vote 
helps her secure the best deal to strengthen your economy, 
and helps us get on with the job of making your life in 

the United Kingdom better. 


A STRONGER ECONOMY 
FOR YOUR FUTURE 

A PLAN FOR BREXIT 
AND BEYOND 


Promoted by Alan Mabbutt on behalf of the Conservative Party, both at 4 Matthew Parker Street, London, SW1H 9HQ. 
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SOME PEOPLE THINK 


Jeremy Corbyn as Prime Minister 
is never going to happen 

ARE YOU SURE? 



SHOCK 

WIN: 


CORBYN 

WAS200-1 
OUTSIDER 


BBC, 12 Sept 2015 


3. JEREMY CORBYN VOTED LABOUR LEADER 


THE RISK IS JUST TOO BIG TO TAKE: 
HIGHER DEBT, HIGHER TAXES, ECONOMIC CHAOS 
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ADVERTISER'S ANNOUNCEMENT 


AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE 
FROM THERESA MAY TO YOU 


Getting on with the job of securing the best possible deal from Brexit is vital. 

Our future prosperity, our place in the world, and your standard of living all 
depend on getting the Brexit deal right. 

And with your help, together we can make it work. 


We will: 


S Take back control of our borders, our laws and our money 

S Sign new trade deals around the world with old friends and 
new partners 

S Ensure we leave in a smooth and orderly way, and that Brexit works 
for you and the whole of the United Kingdom 

S Provide as much clarity as possible at every stage of the process, while 
maintaining a strong negotiating hand 

Getting Brexit right matters because it will decide whether or not our children 
have a safe, secure and prosperous future. 

The only way you can ensure we have the strong and stable leadership to get 
this right is by backing me, and voting for my Conservative candidate in your 
local area. 



THERESA MAY 


PRIME MINISTER 



Conservatives 


Promoted by Alan Mabbutt on behalf of the Conservative Party, both at 4 Matthew Parker Street, London, SW1H 9HQ. 









